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Team Convenors 

Music and worship - Wendy Armstrong 
Outreach - Giles Blair 
Admin - Maureen Hunter 
Pastoral Care - Sandy Robertson 
Youth Strategy - Tom Mann 
Faith Development - Gillian Norval

Parish news is published by Eaglesham Parish Church

Scottish Charity Number SC006377

Comments, articles, suggestions for future issues to macintyre74@btinternet.com

Notices 

Funerals 

Sept 12 Jim Lamond    32 Riverside Rd
Oct 4 William Gray  North Kirktonmoor Cottage

         

Keep in touch with church activities 

• Website…..www.eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk 
• Facebook…..Eaglesham Parish Church @Heartofvillage 
• Qr code - below - leads to church website

mailto:macintyre74@btinternet.com
mailto:macintyre74@btinternet.com
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From the Manse 
Dear  friends, 

Our annual shopping frenzy at Christmas 
should remind us all that Christmas is a 
time when gifts are given and received.  I 
don’t think it would be proper to ask you 
to think what the greatest gift you have 
given is as all gifts are given out of love 
and with a humble heart – but I am going 
to ask you to reflect on the greatest gift 
that you have ever received at Christmas.  
Perhaps it was a bicycle, a dolls house, a 
train set, scaletrix, engagement ring …. 
the list is endless and the response is 
often tinted with nostalgia. After all how 
great was the train set? Perhaps your 
parents sacrificed a lot to buy it for you 
but it spent most its life standing on its 
end behind the wardrobe.  
When asked that question “What was the 
greatest Christmas Gift you have ever 
received”, how many would say Jesus 
without a second thought? Sadly, the 
commercialism of Christmas has become 
the reason for the season, rather than 
God entering the world as a child to 
unfold humanity’s rescue plan.  In our 
business of life filled with endless to do 
lists it is so easy to get trapped in the 
material world that we forget there is 
another dimension to our lives – a 
spiritual dimension which no amount of 
spending, giving, receiving, eating or 
drinking can satisfy.  That is why at this 
time of year we need to press life’s pause 
button and remember that Jesus is the 
reason for the season.  It’s good for us to 
remember that Jesus is the greatest gift 
that has been given to the world and is 
the greatest gift that can ever be given. It 
is a gift personal to each one of us  We 
should not  minimise the significance of 
this event or the reason for his coming  - 
because it is the pivotal event in human 
and cosmic history.  The hymn writer 
Charles Wesley captures the essence of 
the importance of Jesus birth in the Carol 
- Hark the Herald Angels Sing. 
Born that man no more may die , 
Born to raise the sons of Earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 

Charles Wesley was a man of his time 
and only mentioned man - but God is 
inclusive the message of the Carol holds 
for women also.  The birth of Jesus was 
not a passive event.It provoked reactions 
- choirs of Angels filled the sky heralding 
and praising the birth of the Christ child, 
shepherds on hearing the news came out 
of curiosity to view the child at the centre 
of the excitement.  Herod the wicked king 
responded with blood lust anger and the 
Magi came from afar bearing gifts fit for a 
king.  
How do we react when think of the birth 
of the baby Jesus ? 
Are we like the Angels with our mouths 
filled with adoring praise? 
Are we like the Shepherds who are 
curious and set out with a hunger to find 
out more about the saviour of the world? 
 Are we like Herod the despot in the story 
who felt threatened and insecure and 
made it his business to blot out the name 
of Jesus from the story of the world? 
Or are we like the Magi that came 
bringing our gifts to offer the king? 
At Eaglesham Parish Church we hope 
that you will respond positively to the 
good news of Jesus Christ  - that you will 
join us over the Christmas Season with 
praise on your lips, with curiosity that 
wants to discover more about Jesus  and 
with hearts filled with Joy as you discover 
or rediscover the presence of God in your 
life and you will use the gifts that you 
have to give to bring Glory to our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.  
May you experience great Joy and know 
the peace that only Jesus can give this 
Christmas  

Blessings and Peace  

Andrew Robertson  
Parish Minister .  
But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people.  Today 
in the town of David a Saviour has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  
(Luke 2:10-11)  
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Session notes  
The Kirk Session is now in full swing after 
the summer break and is considering the 
various issues which come up during the 
year.  

We are continuing to discuss the use of 
the Carswell Centre and how we take this 
forward. Our Carswell Promotion Group 
is ably chaired by Maureen Hunter and 
meets regularly, reporting to Session as 
part of our Admin Team update. We are 
working with East Renfrewshire Council 
to work out the details of a regular club 
for older people, our present lets for the 
Centre seem to be working very well, and 
we have had a number of occasions 
where organisations such as Eaglesham 
Music and Drama Club and Cathcart 
Trinity Kirk Session have used the 
Centre. Our MP holds regular surgeries. 
In addition, we have plans for a monthly 
lunch in aid of Mary’s Meals, organised 
by Flo Macintyre, and we held a well 
supported Prayer Morning on 17th 
September. 

The Centre, as well as the Church, was 
open for the East Renfrewshire Open 
Days at the beginning of September and 
attracted quite a bit of interest - not just 
because of the teas and coffees on offer! 

I also understand that the ladies of the 
congregation are in competition with the 
gents as to who can have more fun in the 
Carswell - pizza and prosecco vs 
curry…..? 

One further planned use of the Centre is 
our re-vamped monthly Contemporary 
Service.…see page 11. Andrew plans to 
re-start our early 9.30am Traditional 
Service, followed by a Contemporary 
Service at 11.00am on the third Sunday 
of each month. The Contemporary 
Service will take place in the Carswell. So 
watch out for further intimations! 

We con t inue to have the usua l 
correspondence from Church of Scotland 
and other sources. One interesting 
request we have had recently concerns 
one of our Glebes (did you know we still 
have Glebes?). Glebes were originally 

used as part of the Minister’s stipend and 
were bits of land near the Manse where 
the Minister could supplement his miserly 
wages by maybe stabling a horse, 
growing some vegetables or keeping 
some sheep or chickens. Eaglesham still 
has three Glebes (none of which are 
used for stabling the Minister’s horse). 
One is an area of land between the 
church and the Eglinton Arms which we 
rent to ERC for the princely sum of £1 per 
annum. This means that ERC include this 
land when they mow the Orry. Our 
second Glebe is in front of the old Manse 
on Cheapside Street, and the third Glebe 
is just a bit further on in Cheapside Street 
t o w a r d s E a s t K i l b r i d e o p p o s i t e 
Sunnymead. We have had a request 
from an enthusiastic metal detectorist 
who would like to investigate the third 
Glebe. Not sure what would happen if he 
finds a treasure trove, but I will keep you 
informed! 

Our Christmas Services will be publicised 
widely as usual, and I encourage you to 
come along during the Advent season to 
hear the Good News which our world so 
much needs to hear. 

Wendy Armstrong 

Session Clerk 

01355 302346 

wendy.armstrong2@btinternet.com 

Service Arrangeements 
Sunday 11th December at 3.00pm  
Bereavement Service 
Sunday 18th December at 11.00am              
All Age Service and Children’s Nativity 
Wednesday 21st December at 7.00pm          
Nine Lessons and Carols 
Saturday 24th December at 11.30pm   
Watchnight Service 
Sunday 25th December at 10.30am  
Christmas Day Service 
Sunday 1st January at 11.00am           
Sunday Service 

There will be no Wednesday Midweek 
Service between Christmas and New Year. 

mailto:wendy.armstrong2@btinternet.com
mailto:wendy.armstrong2@btinternet.com
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Update from Chomno In 
Cambodia Hope Organisation 

Greetings from Cambodia. James 1:17 
tells us that, “Every good and perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the 
Father of the heavenly lights, who does 
not change like shifting shadow”. You are 
truly a gift from above! Your faithful 
friendship sustains us and your financial 
blessings reach into even the farthest, 
most broken corners of Cambodia. We are 
working and praying for hope filled 
communities thriving throughout our 
country. Thank you for being a part of the 
journey. 

Due to this year being a transition year into 
Chet Tai Muay, we are carrying on with some 
of our activities which directly help the 
community: agriculture, animal husbandry, 
health and anti-trafficking. 
Agriculture: We supplied agricultural and 
animal husbandry supplies to 100 families. 
With the recent drought, most families have 
had to focus on raising chickens and so we 
also provided 5 or 6 chickens to another 100 
families. Supporting families this way means 
they can provide both food and an income for 
themselves. However recent heavy rainfall 
has flooded the roads, leaving many 
communities hard to access and without 
such support. Please pray we can get to 
these areas soon. 
The Drought: Climate change has had 
devastating effects in Cambodia, particularly 
in the poorer communities. However our God 
is a God of hope, and hope is new life is 
rising out of the dry land. People have 
realised that they need to protect against 
future droughts, and so want to build wells 
and ponds in each village to store water. 
They have decided to start saving together, 
and CHO have worked with them to set up 
official savings groups, each containing 
between 15 and 20 families. We are really 
excited to see where this leads. 
Healthcare: This quarter our field staff have 
provided healthcare training to three villages, 
with around 20 people attending each 
session. People are now more aware of the 
risks involved in poor hygiene and we are 
seeing families make an effort to clean their 
toilets, and encouraging children to wash 
their hands before they eat. 

PRAYER POINTS 
• P lease con t i nue t o p ray f o r t he 

implementation of Chet Tai Muay. 
Pray that God would be working to 
change people’s mindsets away from 
dependence on other people, to 
ownership of their own development. 

• Pray that the rain continues to fall. If we 
don’t get enough rain during this rainy 
seasons, it is likely the drought will be 
even worse next year. 

• CHO staff are in a season of learning. 
Please spray for receptive minds to 
soak up all the new information, and 
spiritual strength to sustain them 
during this time. 

‘Chet Tai Muay’….’being one at heart’. A 
holistic village transformation process 

Christmas Appeals 

There are lots of them! But it perhaps 
reasonable to highlight the two main 
Christian charities we support.  
Create a recipe for life this Christmas. 
Tearfund highlight malnutrition in Burundi 
resulting from political turmoil 
Light the way for people fleeing violence this 
Christmas. Christian Aid focus on the plight 
of refugees fleeing from conflict and crises 

A Tranquil Space 

It always feels risky doing things for the first 
time.  We planned to provide a quiet space in 
a busy life.  What would that look like?  
Would it feel strange, or even “AWKWARD!”? 
There were things to do; to write, to read, to 
see.  But the game changer was God.  No-
one creates a space like the Creator.  He 
made the prayer morning.  The Holy Spirit 
turned up and there was peace passing 
understanding.   

The prayer morning took place in the 
Carswell Hub on 18th September. Another 
one is planned for Lent. 

Gillian Norval for the Faith Development 
Team. 

1 Arthur Balfour 
2 John Knox Witherspoon
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Russell MacMillan 

We have donated to this charity through retiring 
offerings. It gives support to small individual 
projects which make a big difference in disabled 
or needy situations. Examples are a talking 
microwave for a blind youth; holiday clothing for 
an autistic child; special bedding for a multiple 
sclerosis sufferer. It is a remarkable example of 
one individual’s interpretation of his Christian 
commitment. In Russell MacMillan’s own 
words….. 

ERGC was set up in 2007 in following my 
personal Christian faith, after I received a life 
saving, successful pancreas/kidney transplant. 
That cured my insulin dependent type 1 diabetes 
and resulting kidney failure. I wished to say 
thanks to God and to honour the memory of the 
sadly deceased organ donor for my second gift of 
life.  
By the end of September 2016, and thanks to 
donations from many individuals, businesses and 
groups including the Eaglesham Parish Church 
congregation, the two organs have lived on inside 
me, and helped 1541 individual residents in East 
Renfrewshire. We have distributed well over 
£276,000 in purchased "goods & services" along 
with more than that of goods donated. 
I hope ERGC is an example of how we can "Love 
our Neighbours" in a modern western society like 
ER. I personally hope that my donor would 
approve of the use of her organs, to help our 
neighbours in following this Christian principle.

I would like to thank the many frontline workers, 
who bring their knowledge of local need to us, 
which enables our charity to add on top of what 
the state can provide. All our grant requests 
come from trusted frontline staff - teachers, 
doctors, nurses, social workers. These people 
are aware of what the state can supply, so they 
identify additional goods that are not provided by 
the statutory sector. 

You can become a friend of ERGoodCauses by 
signing up to a regular, monthly standing order, 
from as little as £5+ per month for individuals and 
from £25+ per month for business supporters. 
www.ergoodcauses.co.uk 

Good Money Week 

‘Let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven’.  
In October the Church of Scotland teamed up 
with ethical investment and banking to 
explore what this means for finance and 
investment. Duncan MacIntyre went along to 
find out more. An interesting morning 
covered banking culture and transparency; 
how ethical investments and bank lending 
are assessed; the associated potential for 
invested money to achieve good or harm; 
issues of both divestment of funds and 
engagement with boards in influencing 
company policies; the role of credit unions.  
The overall theme was ‘let your money 
count’. Evidently if given the opportunity 60% 
of folk would consider a positive contribution 
to society as a factor in deciding investment 
plans. Ethical investment means putting 
money into the right hands who will not only 
ensure financial return but use it as potential 
for good. Contributions at the event came 
from Triodos bank, Rathbone Greenbank 
investments, Ecumenical Council for 
Corporate Responsibility, and Shared 
Interest.  
More guidance on all this is available at the 
website ‘yourfaithyourfinance’.

East Renfrewshire Good Causes 

http://www.ergoodcauses.co.uk
http://www.ergoodcauses.co.uk


�7

Foodbank 

East Renfrewshire started their Barrhead Food 
Bank (Charity No SCO 30706) in September 
2013 and Eaglesham Church and community 
have been supporting this cause since May 
2014. Non-perishable food is collected at, stored 
in and distributed from St Andrew’s Church Halls 
in Main Street, Barrhead. We are one of 20 
Churches in the area who support the Food 
Bank and they are responsible for 1/3 of all the 
food donated. 

Since it opened, the Food Bank has distributed 
(figures compiled up to August 2016) 3467 
packages, amounting in weight to approximately 
64 tonnes of food (EVERYTHING is weighed!) 
and that has helped to feed 8,200 people. 
Demand has remained steady, averaging around 
20 persons per week; by far the greatest 
category of need lies with those on low income. 

The Barrhead Food Bank is operated under the 
auspices the Trussell Trust and works on a 
voucher scheme. Vouchers are issued by Health 
Care Professionals, Social Workers, Health 
Visitors, Citizens Advice Bureaus and the Police 
where need is identified. The packages issued 
contain a three day supply of carefully selected, 
nutritionally balanced supplies (including, if 
required, toiletries, baby products etc as well as 
food). Donations are received and distribution 
made on Tuesdays and Fridays every week.  

The Trussell Trust was founded in 1997 – initially 
focusing on Bulgarian projects. In 2004 a UK 
Food Bank network was launched, teaching 
churches and communities to start up their own 
Food Banks. 

News hot off the press  (22nd November) – 
Eaglesham Parish Church & Community has 
donated 1009kg to date!!!!!!  

A huge and heartfelt thank you to all who have 
donated and continue to support this vital work. 
Donations can be placed either in the box at the 
Laird Hall entrance or in the basket in the 
Carswell Centre foyer.  

Mary MacGill 

Useful websites: 
info@eastrenfrewshirefoodbank.org.uk 
trusselltrust.org/how-we-started 
trusselltrust.org/how-it-works. 

Visa issues 

In July Frida Wafula, wife of a minister in Kenya 
and associate member of the Iona Community, 
was refused a UK visitor’s visa to come to Britain 
to join a discussion week on Iona - something 
she had done in the past. The rather specious 
reasons given for refusal related to the 
suggestion that despite being a middle-aged 
wife, mother and grandmother with some farming 
responsibilities she might not return home but 
rather aim to stay in Britain because of her 
relative poverty. 

In November two Pakistani Christians invited by 
Glasgow Presbytery as part of a developing 
twinning programme were similarly refused 
visas. The link is being established to give 
support to such folk who face threats of violence 
because of their religion. The visa applications 
were made through the Faithshare Visitor 
Programme run by the Church of Scotland’s 
World Mission Counci l which is vast ly 
experienced in this area. Again refusal was 
based on their limited personal financial 
resources being interpreted as indicating an 
intention to prolong UK stay beyond the agreed 
period. 

Such refusals cannot be appealed or reviewed in 
any way. The striking feature of both instances is 
that the clear invitations for specific purposes 
came from Christian institutions with long 
established records of international links and 
reciprocal visiting. They would seem to create 
worrying precedents for what may be ahead with 
future immigration and visa legislation. 

On-Line Advent Calendar 
This aims to bring the true spirit of Christmas to 
life with 25 specially created videos made by 
members of the Church of Scotland ministries 
team. 
Each of the thought provoking, often hard-hitting, 
films feature trainee ministers, probationers, a 
deacon and youth workers from across the 
country who reflect on a word that symbolises 
the true meaning of the season. 
to receive this on a daily basis during advent go 
to churchofscotland.advent-calendar 

mailto:info@eastrenfrewshirefoodbank.org.uk
http://trusselltrust.org/how-it-works
mailto:info@eastrenfrewshirefoodbank.org.uk
http://trusselltrust.org/how-it-works
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City of Glasgow Chorus  
Concert Tour of China 2016 

After over a  year of organising  and fundraising 
100 of us set off from Glasgow on Friday 14th 
October  arriving in Beijing in the early hours of 
Sunday morning. With no chance for a lie in, only 
a few hours later we were in the Forbidden City  - 
we could hardly believe we were finally in China!  
Our tour was for just a week with 3 concerts in 
Beijing, Nanjing and Shanghai. We  also 
managed to fit in lots  of sightseeing.  Our first 
concert was in Beijing Concert Hall with the 
International Festival Chorus and Peking 
Sinfonietta  performing Vaughan Williams Sea 
Symphony with no time for jet lag! 
Sightseeing trips in Beijing included Tian’amen 
Square, where we very nearly got arrested for 
singing Auld Lang Syne! , Qian Men , a visit to 
the Beijing Opera, the Great Wall of China at 
Badaling and the  Temple of Heaven.  
We then travelled to Nanjing by high-speed 
bullet train – 350km/h!  One of many highlights 
was getting all 100 of us off the train with all our 
luggage  as we were told the train only stopped 
for 2 minutes! We managed  it in a record 
b r e a k i n g 1 m i n u t e a n d 5 0 s e c o n d s ! 
Unfortunately we arrived at the same time as 
Typhoon Haima so our last few days were pretty 
wet - a bit like home but warmer.  Sightseeing in 
Nanjing included a tour of the Confucius Temple. 
We performed Brahms German Requiem in 
Nanjing University of Arts Concert Hall. We 
repeated this concert the next night in  Shanghai 
Symphony Orchestra Hall,  concluding both 
concerts  by singing  Auld Lang Syne. 
All too soon it was our final day of sightseeing in 
Shanghai  including a visit to the  Jade Buddha 
Temple, the Silk Factory , the Bund and up the 
Jinmao Tower  -  88 floors up (421 m) with no 
view  due to the typhoon , and a very wet, windy 
boat trip along the Bund in the evening to see all 
the buildings lit up. 
Although a very gruelling schedule I thoroughly 
enjoyed every minute of the tour. It was a  very 
memorable trip with lots of laughter, talking, 
singing, fantastic friendships with a very special  
bunch of people. It was an honour and a great 
privilege to represent Glasgow singing such 
wonderful music in China.Thank you to those 
who supported the fundraising for the trip. 

See photos back page 

The Halls and Bangladesh

Folk may remember David and Sarah Hall 
with whom we had a mission partnership for 
a few years through the Church of Scotland. 
That direct link and our sponsorship ended 
when David’s employment in Bangladesh 
changed. However they continued to work 
with the Church of Bangladesh and to send 
occasional updates of their situation and 
activity. The most recent announced their 
return to Northern Ireland after 11 years. 
They had arrived in Bangladesh in 2007 with 
experience in water engineering and teacher 
training and with 3 month old Rebecca. Their 
work extended to include child protection and 
employment opportunities for destitute 
women. The family increased with the 
addition of Reuben and Matthew.  
The Christian community in Bangladesh 
accounts for less than 1% of the total 
population of 165 million with members 
intermittently subject to persecution. Just 
before the Halls left there was a terror attack 
in Dhaka. However their lasting impressions 
and memories are of friendship and 
kindness. David commented in his letter…. 
As we look back on our time in Bangladesh 
we feel so privileged and grateful that we 
have had the opportunity of living there as a 
family and been able to experience such love 
and kindness in the midst of what we so 
often hear in the media about countries such 
as Bangladesh. 
They ask for our prayers as they settle in to 
their new life in Northern Ireland.
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A teaser from Sandy Robertson…. 
Where am I?…….. 
The theme of my journey today could, I suppose, 
be declarations, but not of the cricketing kind. It 
began in a small town which has several 
distinguishing features : the Town House was 
designed in 1748 by a member of one of 
Scotland's most eminent architectural families, it 
has the longest parish church in Scotland and it 
is believed to be the birthplace of a religious 
reformer. However, my goals today are two 
stately homes. The first, about 6 miles to the 
east, dates from 1817. It was the birthplace in 
1848 of a politician whose statement, about 100 
years ago, was controversial at the time and has 
caused a good deal of unrest in the area 
concerned ever since. 
Back in the town, on its southern edge, I visit the 
second stately home. Its original tower dates 
from the 15th century and, after several 
extensions, was bought by a Duke in 1947 to 
replace his demolished palace many miles to the 
west.  
A few miles further south I come to a pretty 
village. Its most noted son, born in the manse in 
the 1720s, and named after the religious 
reformer, gained distinction as the only 
clergyman to sign a famous declaration, in a 
faraway land, some 50 years later. 
1 Who was the politician? 
2 Who was the 'son of the manse’? 
Answers elsewhere in PN 

On June 11th 2017 put yourself to the test and 
join Team Cosgrove to climb Britain’s highest 
mountain! 
£30 to register and you need to raise £300 for 
Giffnock based charity Cosgrove Care. 
If you would like further information please 
contact the events team: 
cosgrove@cosgrovecare.org.uk 
Cosgrove is a charity that specialises in providing 
person centred support services for children and 
adults who have additional support needs, 
learning disabilities and autistic spectrum 
disorders living in and around Glasgow, East 
Renfrewshire and North Lanarkshire.

The Guild 
The first half of our 2016/17 session has flown 
past and at the time of writing we are due to hold 
our Christmas Cracker Coffee Morning, 
We have had good attendance on Wednesday 
evenings and we are delighted that a few men 
have been coming along on occasions. Our 
Dedication Service was on 20th November with 
our Office Bearers taking part. 
We start back for our second half of our session 
on 11th January and our first meeting is a ‘New 
Year with Andre Rieu’. Further evenings to come 
have a se lec t i on o f va r ied speakers /
entertainment – A Visit to Venice, A Victorian 
Love Story, Karaoke Hymns, The Grand Central 
Hotel, to name but a few, along with our Charity 
Coffee Morning on 18th February. 
Monies raised from both the Christmas Cracker 
morning and the Charity Coffee Morning will 
benefit two ‘local’ charities, which for this session 
are Erskine Hospital and Children’s Hospice 
Association Scotland (C.H.A.S.), and the 
remainder allocated to two Church of Scotland 
Projects, namely  ‘Care for the Family’ (a national 
charity) and ‘Mission International – Haiti’. 
Finally….we wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas from the Guild, and all health and 
happiness for 2017. 
  
Fiona Hamilton 
Guild Secretary” 

CHOIR 
As you read this Christmas will soon be with us 
and the choir is busy practising hard for the 
Christmas Services.  We are hoping you will be 
able to join us for all or one of these services. 
The Nine Lessons and Carols service this 
year will be held on Wednesday 21 December 
at 7pm.  This is a change from previous years 
but we hope you will continue to support this 
lovely traditional service where the choir has big 
part to play.  We would like to invite everyone to 
join us for some Christmas cheer after the 
service in the Carswell Centre. 
A very big thank you is due to Brenda and Alison 
who have been taking choir practices this session 
while we continue to search for a new organist 
and choir master/mistress.  A big thank you is 
also due to Richard Scholfield who has been 
playing the organ for us most Sundays during the 
vacancy.  I know many of you have enjoyed his 
music.  
We would love to have some new members join 
us in the choir.  If you feel you might like to come 
along please do….7.30pm on Thursdays in the 
Carswell.  I am sure you will enjoy the practices 
and you will be made very welcome.

Looking for a challenge in 2017?

mailto:cosgrove@cosgrovecare.org.uk
mailto:cosgrove@cosgrovecare.org.uk
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 Christmas Writings

About this time the Emperor Augustus pat furth an edick ordeinin at aa the fowk i the 
haill warld suid be registrate. This wis whan Quirinius wis Governor o Syria, an it wis the 
first time at siccan a thing hed been dune. Sae aabodie gied tae be registrate, ilkane til 
his ain toun, Joseph amang the lave. 
He belanged til the stock an faimilie o Dauvit, an sae it wis tae Dauvit’s Toun, 
Bethlehem in Judaea, at gaed doun frae Nazareth in Galilee for tae gie his name, takkin 
Mary, at wis haundfastit til him, wi him. She wis boukin gin this; an whan they war in 
Bethlehem, she cam til her time an brocht hame her first-born son. She swealed the 
bairn in a barrie an beddit him in a heck, sin there wis nae room for them intil the inn. 

W L Lorimer. The New Testament in Scots

The Wicked Fairy at the Manger 
My gift for the child: 
No wife, kids, home; 
No money sense. Unemployable. 
Friends, yes. But the wrong sort -  
The workshy, women, wogs, 
Petty infringers of the law, persons 
With notifiable diseases, 
Poll tax collectors, tarts; 
The bottom rung. 
........His end? 
I think we'll make it 
Public, prolonged, painful. 
Right, said the baby. That was roughly 
What we had in mind.  

U. A. Fanthorpe 

Christmas Eve 
Christmas has a darkness, 
Brighter than the blazing noon, 
Christmas has a chillness 
Warmer than the heat of June, 
Christmas has a beauty 
Lovelier than the world can show: 
For Christmas brings us Jesus, 
Brought for us so low. 
Earth strike up your music, 
Birds that sing and bells that ring; 
Heaven has answering music 
For all angels soon to sing: 
Earth put on your whitest 
Bridal robe of spotless snow: 
For Christmas brings us Jesus, 
Brought for us so low. 

Christina Rossetti 

Saturday 10 December at 7.30
Claremont Parish Church, High Common Road, St Leonards, East Kilbride

Featuring the Ian Walker Band & Luckenbooth
Ticket £5 Adults /£3 Conc & kids – Tea/Coffee/Mulled Wine included

Tickets are available from Ian Walker (01355 302081) and at the door

In aid of the Work of Bethany Christian TrustIn aid of the Work of Bethany Christian Trust

Saturday 10 December at 7.30
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On the 15th of January at 11:00 in the 
Carswell Hall we will be launching Kairos our  
new  monthly stream of worship.  Kairos is 
for all ages featuring food, fellowship, 
contemporary worship and exploring new 
methods of learning in a relaxed atmosphere.  

Why the name Kairos – in the bible there are 
two words for time – Chronus and Kairos.    
Chronus is linear time seconds- minutes - 
hour – days – months – seasons - years etc.    
Whereas Kairos is significant time – for us in 
day to day life that might be the birth of a 
child, graduation, a new job, a marriage or 
even a death of a friend or loved one. Kairos 
moments are events that significantly affect 
the pattern of your life.   In the bible, the 
Greek word Kairos is used to mark significant 
moments of time when God is recognised as 
active and his plan for human salvation is 
unfolding.  It is our hope and prayer that this 
fresh expression of worship at Eaglesham 
Parish Church will be an opportunity for 
significant time spent with family, friends and 
God.   

For more information please contact Andrew  
the Minister on  01355 303495 or mail to 
arobertson247@churchofscotland.org,uk 

The Hermit’s Cell 

I had to listen for a silence 
that was born inside. 

It took a whole year to find 
and now it does not fail. 

I need nothing;  
all I want is where I am. 

I used to pray, and praying the 
was struggle with myself. 

Now I am made prayer, am hollowed out -  
a song that needs no sound. 

I pick the blow of flowers, bring them 
back 

in blues and reds and golds, 
and in the slow of winter dark 

I watch for dawn and know 
that I am growing into light 

a little every day. 

A reflection from Kenneth Steven. On 
Sunday December 11th at 3pm there is a 
service of reflection and remembrance for 
all but particularly those who have 
experienced  bereavement.

It is hoped to continue a series of soup and 
sandwich lunches on the last Wednesday of 
each month in aid of Mary’s Meals. The next 

will be on Wed January 25th from 12noon. 
The Wednesday morning service on this last 

of the month is at 11.30. All are welcome to 
the service, the lunch or both.

mailto:arobertson247@churchofscotland.org,uk
mailto:arobertson247@churchofscotland.org,uk
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Lucy Milligan and Martin Welsh married at the end of August 

Brenda Bain in China with the City of Glasgow Chorus


