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“For I know the plans I have for you”, 
says the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future”. (Jeremiah 29:11)

A New Year edition of Parish News 
offers a different perspective: the 
chance, instead of looking back, to 
look forward at what 2014 might 
hold. I know the plans Eaglesham 
Church has for the New Year, some of 
them quite exciting!

As a church, we look forward to a 
year in which fundraising will begin 
in earnest for the Carswell Project. 
Details are on the next pages, but our 
plans have reached a stage where all 
is almost approved and “only” the 
funding remains to be in place before 
we can start. We’ll need a big effort 
from both church and community, but 
we are assured by others, who have 
been this way before us, that it can 
be done. By this time next year we 
would love to be in a place to begin 
the whole project, or if not, at least 
the first phase.

We also look forward to another, 
smaller but no less important initiative: 
we plan to begin a new contemporary 
and informal service, every month to 
start with, which will be attractive 
for younger people and families who 
prefer a less traditional style than our 
11am service. Details will emerge by 
Easter but if you have thoughts or 
opinions on this, please make them 
known to me or to Wendy our Session 
Clerk.

Another plan for myself and for the 
church is to develop our new link as 
partners with TEAR Fund, working 

to strengthen churches in Cambodia 
to become agents in ending poverty 
and associated abuses. To that end I 
am going with TEAR Fund in January, 
not to Cambodia but to Ethiopia 
where projects run along similar lines 
have achieved great success over the 
last 10-15 years. I will be privileged 
to visit people who have seen God 
transforming their communities and 
their lives in very positive and practical 
ways, and undoubtedly I will be 
informed and inspired to extend that 
work in Cambodia and elsewhere. I am 
extremely excited about this trip and 
many of you have heard more than 
you want to about it already – when 
I come back you might steer clear, as I 
hope to be infectious!

Such are my and our plans, as I know 
them – to the extent that they match 
God’s plans for us, they will be fulfilled. 
It will be fascinating as I write the 
December 2014 article, to look back 
and see the extent to which any or all 
of these have come to fruition. It’s also 
reassuring to realise that God already 
knows, and that ultimately we seek 
to follow and fulfil whatever are His 
plans for us. May 2014 be peaceful and 
fruitful for each one of you.

Musings… Contacts…

Announcements…

Funerals

27 September - Mr David Casey, Strathaven Rd, 
Eaglesham

16 October - Miss Jessie Mitchell, Alnwick Drive, 
Eaglesham

17 October - Mrs Margaret Wood, Riverside Rd, 
Waterfoot

24 October - Mr AlexThomson, Montgomerie 
Court, Eaglesham

28 October - Wilson babies, Randolph Drive, 
Clarkston

2 November - Mr Bill Smith, Barlae Ave, 
Waterfoot

21 December - Mr Alex Wilson, Rosaburn 
Nursing Home

23 December - Mrs Valtrout Bell, Montgomerie 
Court, Eaglesham

4 January - Miss Marion Craig, Montgomerie 
Court

Baptisms

Emma Elisabeth Wilkinson, daughter of Greg 
and Laura Wilkinson and new sister to Eve.

Weddings

Miss Helen MacIntyre, daughter of Duncan and 
Flo MacIntyre, to Mr Tom Ready, in St Bride’s RC 
Church, West Kilbride.
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Minister 
Rev Lynn McChlery ba bd 
The Manse, Cheapside Street 
Eaglesham G76 0NS

Session Clerk 
Wendy Armstrong 
6 Lynn Drive 
Eaglesham G76 0JJ

Treasurer 
Mrs Elspeth Napier 
83 Hillend Road, Clarkston 
Glasgow G76 7XT

Gift Aid Convenor 
Ronnie MacIntyre 
64 Brackenrig Cresc, Waterfoot 
Eaglesham G76 0HF

Child Protection Co-ordinator 
Shelagh McHugh 
48 Hill Drive 
Eaglesham G76 0AL

Freewill Offering Convenor 
Ian Gray 
10 Alexander Avenue 
Eaglesham G76 0JG 

Church Builders Superintendent 
Beverly Millar 
19 Kittochside Road, 
Carmunock G76 9ES

Fabric Convenor 
Jim Alexander 
284 Glasgow Road, Waterfoot 
Eaglesham G76 0EW

Halls Convenor 
Ann Robertson 
57 Craighlaw Avenue, Waterfoot 
Eaglesham G76 0EX 

Youth Ministry Worker 
James Edgar 
c/o Eaglesham Church Office

Church Officer 
Elizabeth MacLachlan
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Doug Lamont 
22 Bonnyton Drive 
Eaglesham G76 0LU 
tel 01355 302768 
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email doug@lamontassociates.co.uk
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Carswell Halls… …meet Phillipa Piggy

Phillipa says
“have fun filling 

me up!”

This year, as a congregation we take on 
perhaps the most challenging and excit-
ing project to take place in Eaglesham for 
generations. Our ambitious challenge is to 
create a Christian and Community Centre 
through refurbishment and restoration of 
the Carswell Hall. 

The principal aim of the Carswell project 
is to open our doors to the people of our 
parish.  This new Church Centre will become 
an invaluable tool for the Church’s mission 
and service to our community, allowing 
us to share our faith by providing a much-
needed community facility.  

The project will cost £600-700K. Much of 
this will come from grants however we still 
need to raise the balance through local 
fundraising.  There are a large number of 
exciting fundraising activities planned for 
2014 involving the whole community. It 
is vital however that you as a member of 
the congregation play a part in this for its 
assured success! 

Events planned are 

Sunday February 16th
Official launch day, held in the Carswell 
Hall at 12.30pm.  We extend a warm 
invitation to everybody within the 
community to find out more about what 
this exciting project involves.

Friday March 21st
Auction night, held in the Eglinton 
Arms Hotel at 7.30pm.  There will be a 
number of very unique and special items 
up for auction.  There will be the added 
attraction of Frog Racing! (No real frogs 
are used!)  Tickets cost £7.50 per person, 
light buffet included. 

Saturday June 7th
Eaglesham Fun Day, held in Eaglesham 
Park and consisting of a number of fun-
filled events for children of all ages and 
adults too. Please note: this has to be 
confirmed.

Saturday 23rd August
Sponsored Walk.  We are in discussions 
with the rangers at Whitelee Windfarm 
regarding a family sponsored walk. 
There will be several routes available, 
ranging from eight miles down to 
two miles. There may also be the 
option of a cycling route. Details to be 
announced later in 2014. 

The exciting new future for the Carswell 
Hall will be of benefit to the whole com-
munity.  We ask for the support of you 
all! Come and join in our fun fund-raising 
events and help Phillipa Piggy Bank! If 
you can’t manage any of the dates but 
would still like to help financially you can 
give via the ‘Just Giving’ website - just fol-
low the link on the church website (www.
eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk) or just ask 
Lynn or any of the Elders or office bearers 
who will delighted to give you the appro-
priate information.

Phillipa and  
     the Carswell Project Fundraising Team
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Session Notes…

Session started again for this year with our first 
meeting in October. So what happens during 
Session Meetings? One of the roles of the 
Session Clerk is to make all the arrangements 
for the Session Meeting and take the minute. 
Thus Session Meetings are usually proceeded 
by frantic efforts by myself to make sure that 
Elders have copies of the previous minutes and 
the forthcoming Agenda and also notes from 
the Convenors’ Meeting which takes place a 
week before Session (more of this later).

In some ways, Session Meetings can be fairly 
formal in that procedures in relation to agreeing 
content of minutes, approving agenda, matters 
arising from previous minutes etc, etc, always 
take place. Kirk Sessions are meant to follow 
the procedures that operate in the General 
Assembly, and if you have ever seen this on TV 
or via weblink, you will know there can be a 
bewildering mix of motions, counter-motions, 
amendments, amendments to amendments etc. 
Fit to burst your head.

Some Kirk Sessions do indeed operate strictly 
like this. In Eaglesham we tend to be more 
relaxed, and elders’ approval of proposals made 
by Lynn (confusing called Moderator in this 
forum), Convenors or other elders, is signalled 
usually by a stamping of feet - honest, I’m not 
joking! The more energetic the stamping, the 
more elders would appear to agree with the 
proposal.

We do occasionally have votes on issues, but 
this is not usual, and I think we generally have 
elders who, on the whole are of one mind 
on most (but not all) issues which require a 
decision. On issues where we have divisions, 

When asked to write an article on the work of 
the Admin Committee I thought – easy – we look 
after the Fabric, Finance and general running of 
the Church – done.  But maybe a bit more detail 
is required.

Our Fabric Convener, Jim Alexander, and his team 
look after all our buildings, engaging contractors 
when necessary and you can read more about 
their work in the updates Jim provides for 
each issue of Parish News.  They spend most 
Wednesday evenings (and more) on site and they 
would welcome new members to the team – 
please contact Jim if you are interested in joining.

The main work of our Finance Convener can 
be seen in the budget in this issue and he also 
monitors our expenditure against this throughout 
the year. The bills are paid, the income recorded 
and the accounts kept and prepared for audit by 
our Treasurer, Elspeth Napier. The accounts for 
our Church organisations are audited by Cindy 
Martin.

Still on Finance, Ronnie McIntyre is our Gift Aid 
Convener (from January) who reclaims as much 
tax on gift aided income as possible, Ian Gray as 
Freewill Offering Convener administers the FWO 
system, Arthur Gray looks after our insurance 
payments and any claims we make while David 
Reid negotiates and monitors our utility suppliers.  

On the administration side, Ann Robertson is our 
Halls Convener – she ensures the hall bookings 
run smoothly and users understand our terms 
and conditions of let.  The door duty teams are 
organised by Ronnie McIntyre and the committee 
administers the terms and conditions of our 
employees.

I’ve mentioned a few names but the whole 
committee of  Jim Alexander, Ian Cameron, 
Arthur Gray, Ian Gray, Maureen Hunter, Jim 
Laird, Cindy Martin, Marlyn McInnes, Ronnie 
McIntyre, Elspeth Napier, Elaine Paterson, David 
Reid, Robert Steven and Ann Robertson meets 
every month for discussion (frequently lively) and 
decision making on all aspects of our remit. Some 
decisions we can take on our own – others are 
recommendations which we make to the Kirk 
Session. 

It’s a wide ranging and very interesting remit. 

Maureen Hunter Admin Convener. 

The Admin Team…

Fabric…

Ho ho ho Christmas, that marvellous time 
of the year, has been and gone. New Year is 
always a good time to reflect on what has been 
accomplished in the ‘Fabric World’ of the church. 

We’ve had another busy year, from  cleaning 
drains, laying carpets, replacing windows, carrying 
out heating repairs, electrical repairs, clock repairs, 
multi-media repairs, ground works, painting, and 
lining badminton courts, to trying to keep the 

The Outreach team does exactly what it says on 
the tin – reach out to the wider community, both 
Christian and non-believers, and both locally and 
internationally.

In many ways, the international work with various 
mission partners is the “easier” part of the 
task because we work with other organisations 
already carrying out similar work and with fellow 
Christians overseas.

What is often more challenging is making a 
connection local people for whom the church is 
not even on their radar, so to speak.

So it’s our job to come up with imaginative ways 
of engaging both the outside world with us 
and our congregation with what is happening 
outhwith the sphere of the church.

We are just embarking on an exciting new 
phase, working with Tearfund and the Cambodia 
Hope Organisation, to support both financially 
and spiritually a project to prevent human, and 
particularly child, trafficking from Cambodia to 
Thailand. The work of CHO already seems to have 
captured the imagination of our congregation 
– with £500 raised in one retiral collection. 
Locally, we have developed strong links with the 
congregation of St Bridget’s, while the men’s curry 
nights have continued to be very successful. 

Locally our efforts to reach out to non-
churchgoers have included a substantial 
presence at the village fair. where we had a stall 
highlighting our plans for the Carswell Halls.

More recently, we staged an Advent get-together 
with our friends from St Bridget’s, featuring an 
afternoon of kids’ crafts activities in the Laird Halls 
attended by about 60 children and their parents, 
a concert in the church and refreshments in the 
Carswell Halls, rounded off the afternoon by 
supporting the fair committee’s village Christmas 
tree ceremony on the Orry.

Now we are applying our minds as to how we 
might engage better with younger adults and 
families – so watch this space!

The team are: Giles Blair (convenor), Doug 
Lamont, Duncan McIntyre, Helen Maclean, Fiona 
Kettlewell, Michelle Nealis and Tom Mann.

Giles Blair Outreach Convenor)

The Outreach Team…

I think anyone looking in from the outside 
would see our elders are being respectful and 
considerate to each other’s differing points of 
view.

And so we come to the Convenors - we operate 
a ‘team system’ in Eaglesham to oversee and 
plan for the work of the Church. Convenors of 
teams and team members are usually shrinking 
violets who like to get on with their work 
quietly and detest publicity, but I think they 
need to be brought more out into the open!

So this Parish News you will hear about the 
work of two of our teams - Outreach and 
Administration. More in future Parish News 
editions.

Wendy Armstrong Session Clerk

Please feel free to contact me via phone or 
email if you wish.

01355 302346

wendy.armstrong2@btinternet.com

crows out of the steeple. We are never short of 
things to do, but on the plus side, we have two 
less buildings to maintain. 

Thanks to my team for all their efforts in the last 
year, and thanks for the new fabric budget which 
I’m sure we’ll have no trouble spending.

Wishing everyone a happy, healthy 2014.

Fab Con
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Admin Matters… EPC Budget 2014…

The Budget for 2014 has been agreed by the 
Kirk Session and is opposite.  It makes for 
sobering reading as we have had to budget for 
a deficit in 2014. There are three main reasons 
why we anticipate a surplus in 2013 and a 
deficit in 2014:

1. There is a trend of erosion of our giving 
figures in the years between Regular Giving 
Exercises. That trend was again evident from 
the figures in 2013 and we have therefore 
allowed for a further reduction in giving of 
some £5,700 for 2014 (though we would hope 
to beat that budget figure).

2. The Church of Scotland allocates a portion 
of the central cost to us and the allocation has 
increased by some £7,000 this year. (Among 
other things, this cost pays for the employment 
cost of our minister and also subsidises other 
congregations which are unable to meet all 
their necessary local costs. As the cost is such 
a significant part of our expenditure we are 
seeking more detail on how the charge is 
determined.)

3. Our fabric team has constrained their 
expenditure as best they can for several years. 
There are now some essential and significant 
repairs which require to be carried out in 
2014 for which we have allowed an additional 
£5,000 from the amount we expect to spend in 
2013.

We do not believe it is appropriate to budget 
for deficits so the Kirk Session, supported 
by the admin team, is proposing to launch 
a Givings Campaign in the 2nd quarter of 

2014.  This will be very similar in format to our 
previous successful campaign but the impact 
cannot be budgeted for at this time.

Unfortunately, our Finance Convener, Crawford 
Maclean, has had to resign for business reasons.  
Crawford has worked hard on the Church 
finances over the last 3 years – the Admin team 
will miss him and we thank him for his input.

Our Gift Aid Convener, Bryan McHugh, has 
decided to step back after many years ensuring 
we claim as much tax relief on our givings 
as possible – just look at next year’s budget 
to get an idea of how much Bryan has been 
accustomed to reclaiming for us.  Bryan will 
complete the Gift Aid returns for 2013 and 
then hand over to Ronnie MacIntyre.  Thank 
you to Bryan for his past work and to Ronnie 
for his future work. 

Now some good news – out treasurer, Elspeth, 
has reported an increase in the donations 
to the Flower Fund.  Thank you to all who 
responded to the last article in Parish News – 
and the fund is always open!

Our Stated Annual Meeting will take place on 
Sunday, 23rd March, 2014 following morning 
worship as usual.  This year our accounts will be 
prepared only in the format required by OSCR 
(the Charities regulator) and will be posted 
on our website in a password protected area.  
Some paper copies will be available for those 
without computer access.

Maureen Hunter Admin Convener

INCOME TO SEPT 2013   
 Budget Actual 2013 BUDGET 
INCOME   2013 (Estimated) 2014
Offerings 120,000 118,744 113,000
Tax on Gift Aid 20,000 22,835 21,000
Congregational organisations 2,000 2,000 2,000
Use of premises 12,000 11,000 12,000
Other offerings and donations 1,000 1,000 1,000
Weddings and Funerals 1,000 1,000 1,000

 £156,000 £156,579 £150,000

EXPENDITURE   
Minisitry and mission allocation 78,631 76,639 83,694
less endowment income. -2,000 -2,186 -2,186
Presbytery dues 4,500 4,175 4,384
Local staffing costs   
Minister's travel costs 2,500 2,153 2,250
Pulpit supply 500 220 250
Wages 15,500 15,232 15,688
Video system or Sanctuary 3,000 2,783 0
Fabric repairs and maintenance 15,000 15,000 20,000
Heat and Light 13,500 13,595 14,139
Water charges and insurance 8,743 8,036 8,222
Manse council tax 2,334 2,189 2,300
Other local costs   
Telephone printing postage and stationery 2,200 1,753 1,841
Sundry expenses 2,100 1,737 1,789
Teams   
Pastoral care/fellowship 450 440 400
Music and worship 600 400 500
Outreach 2,200 2,193 1,850
Youth 100 0 250
Faith development 50 0 200
Churchbuilders 300 0 0
Parish groupings 100 0 0
Tearfund 1,200 1,200 1,200

 £151,508 £145,559 £156,771
   
Surplus (deficit) £4,492 £11,020 (-£6,771)
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BB Junior Section…

As we approach the new year I am pleased 
to write that our Thursday night meetings are 
running smoothly and enjoyed by all the boys 
and staff. With 38 boys there is no shortage 
of fun and excitement!

Entries have been put in for the football 
five-a-side, swimming, superstars and Kelvin 
Hall district events all of which will take 
place during 2014. We have also enjoyed 
our Halloween party, our inter-squad 
assault course, and taken part in the annual 
dedication parade.

Our football league campaign has been 
superb and we top the table going into the 
new year. Our nearest challengers have games 
in hand but we will hopefully be competing 
for medals at the end of the season.

Our Thursday night company trip to Eastwood 
Theatre to see ‘Beauty & the Beast’ was a 
major success and Santa came to visit the 
boys at our Christmas Party!

12 boys across all age groups represented 
the company at the Scottish Badminton 
Grand Prix event at the impressive ‘Emirates 
Arena’ in Glasgow. Tickets for the singles and 
doubles final matches, professional coaching 
sessions and meeting ‘Prince Edward’ made 
the trip very memorable!

If you have a boy in Primary 4, 5 or 6 that is 
interested in joining the Junior Section please 
do not hesitate to contact us on the numbers 
below.

Thanks to you all for your continued support. 
The Junior Section staff would like to wish 
everyone all the best for the New Year!

Gary Rushworth / Mark Robertson

(Mobile: 07865144813 / 07885727971)

Junior Section’s Lewis Roberts meets Prince 
Edward at Scottish Badminton Grand Prix.

Walking Group

Voluntary Action East Renfrewshire…

Baptismal Baby…

The Guild…

The Walking Group has had another 
successful year, meeting on the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of the month, 
with occasional extras. We have revisited 
a number of regular destinations eg 
Eglinton Park, Culzean, Chatelherault, and 
introduced a few new ones eg Loudoun 
Kirk and Glasgow Necropolis. Walks are 
4 to 5 miles and aim to finish at a decent 
coffee shop. Early 2014 dates are 8th and 
22nd January, 12th and 26th February.’All 
welcome!

Sandy Robertson 

Walking Group members enjoy the views from 
Gleniffer Braes

Emma Elisabeth Wilkinson, daughter of Greg 
and Laura Wilkinson and new sister to Eve.
– The Lord bless you and keep you…

Do you remember the classic movies of 
Humphrey Bogart, Grace Kelly or John 
Wayne?  Would you like to see them again?

We are looking for volunteers who can spare 
a couple of hours each month to help older 
people get out and about a bit more. And 
they get to watch some classic movies!

The Big Lottery funded Voluntary Action 
East Renfrewshire Seniors Together Project is 
looking for volunteers to assist older people 
to go to the “Monday @ the Movies” 
programme of films at Eastwood Theatre.  We 
are looking for drivers who would be able to 
use their own cars to transport one or two 
older people to the theatre.   

Training, support and out of pocket expenses 
will be provided as well as the chance to 
watch fabulous movies like ‘The Quiet Man’ 
and the Christmas classic ‘It’s a Wonderful 
Life!’

For more information about the Seniors 
Together Project please contact  
Gill MacGregor or Sarah Agnew on  
0141 876 9555 E-mail: gill.macgregor@va-er.
org.uk  or  sarah.agnew@va-er.org.uk 

The first half of our Guild Syllabus started off 
with a musical evening with Jean Thomson 
and the East Renfrewshire Young Musicians.  
Every Wednesday after this we have had a 
variety of interesting topics including two 
evenings when our speakers spoke on the 
charities we are supporting this session. We 
finished the session as we started with a 
musical night when Eaglesham Primary School 
Choir entertained us at our Christmas Party. 
Our Christmas Cracker Coffee morning was 
very successful and we raised £1,186 and 
thank you to all who supported this.

During our second half of the session we 
shall be holding three open evenings and 
would warmly welcome any member of the 
congregation to come along.  These evening’s 
topics are - Flo and Duncan McIntyre talking 
about ‘From the Scillies to Shetland’, ‘In 
Search of Machu Picchu’ (the famous Inca 
Citadel in Peru) will be our theme with Sandy 
Robertson, and our third open night will 
be ‘Gardener’s Question Time’ with Fergus 
Cumming and friends, so do please come 
along to any or all of these open nights. 
(Carswell Hall at 7.30pm)

Dates for your diary -  
Charity Coffee Morning will be held on 
Saturday 15th February, and the World Day 
of Prayer will be on Friday 7th March in the 
Carswell Hall commencing 10.30 am.



Recent Brides…

Helen MacIntyre and Tom Ready were married in St. Bride’s RC Church in West Kilbride. The wedding 
ceremony was conducted by Father Joe Boland and by Rev Lynn McChlery.

Helen Armstrong to Phil Scally in Eaglesham Parish Church, conducted by Rev Lynn McChlery.


