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In a seemingly endless recession we 
frequently hear about the need for 
cuts. Many in our parish will have been 
affected in some way. A few have lost 
their jobs, but for most people I speak 
to, they’re working longer and harder 
for less money, often to cover work that 
used to be done by someone else, and 
living with greater financial uncertainty. 
Cuts are painful, but our circumstances 
leave us no choice.

The Church of Scotland is far from 
being unaffected and requires to make 
radical cuts to balance our budget. 
Glasgow Presbytery, which has about 
160 ministers, has been instructed to 
reduce that number by 30 in the near 
future – about a 20% cut. This means 
that every congregation is being assessed 
to determine its ministry needs, and 
Eaglesham Church had our assessment 
a few weeks ago. It was encouraging to 
review the life of a healthy and active 
congregation – but the knife will have to 
fall somewhere, and all of us will feel the 
difference as we share fewer resources. 
The outcome for our congregation will 
not be known for some time but it 
would be naïve to assume that the future 
will hold no changes.

Yet cuts have their positive aspects, as 
any surgeon or gardener knows. It’s 
healthy to eliminate anything that’s dead, 
diseased or excess to requirements. It 

would be nice to think that in society 
generally, the need to correct greed 
and excessive spending will help us 
to reconsider our materialistic values. 
The right cuts can also help a gardener 
to shape future growth in positive 
directions. I hope that will happen in 
church, as lay people are trained and 
encouraged to exercise all kinds of 
ministries as they are gifted and called 
by God. It’s particularly encouraging that 
two of our own elders are training to 
become Ordained Local Ministers – watch 
this space!

Jesus gave a profound warning about 
cuts: ‘I am the vine, and my father is 
the gardener. He cuts off every branch 
in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so 
that it will be even more fruitful.’ (John 
15:2-3). Cuts, while painful, make us 
think differently and so can release the 
potential for creative new things. Guided 
by God, the current crisis in our church 
may be clearing the way for exciting new 
forms to emerge. We may do more than 
survive, we may even flourish!

Musings from the Manse… Surviving the CutsContacts…

Announcements…

Marriage

Joyce Jackson to Martyn Montgomery, Hill 
Drive, Eaglesham, 25 June,  

Funerals

Robert Thomson, Waterfoot, 18 June

James Price, Polbae Cresc, Eaglesham, 29 June

Robert Shepherd, Wellmeadow, 29 July

Mary Carswell, Craighlaw Ave, 13 Aug

Robert McEwan, North Kirklands Farm, 24 Aug

Committal of Ashes: 

Margaret Bryan (Committal of Ashes), 1 July

Parish News is published by Eaglesham Parish 
Church, Scottish Charity Number SC006377, 
© EPC2011 

Cover Photograph – Katie Baird with the Countess 
and Earl of Eglinton at the opening of Eaglesham 
Heritage Trail. Katie designed the ‘Shield for 
Eaglesham’ which features on the panel at the 
Kirkyard gate.
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Kirk Session…

The summer months usually bring a lessening 
in the frenetic activity which marks the life of a 
healthy congregation.

This summer it seems that our activities 
have merely changed but remain as frenetic 
as before and this is perhaps the sign of a 
congregation reluctant to be deviated from 
its sense of purpose and drive; a reluctance 
to slacken pace. In July, the officers and boys 
of our BB Company enjoyed yet another 
successful camp at Whiting bay, their newly 
acquired canvas behaving perfectly to 
specification. Our annual Holiday Club in early 
August proved to be a resounding success 
enjoyed by upwards of 70 children (plus 
innumerable leaders and helpers). During 
the past couple of months much behind the 
scene activity has taken place as we attempt 
to transform our congregation’s aspirations 
for our buildings into reality. The development 
experience, for those involved, has run the 
emotional gamut of inspiration, progression, 
frustration, elation and retrogression as we 
have attempted firstly to unravel a Gordian 
knot of monumental bureaucratic proportions, 
then to stumble through a labyrinth of grant 
opportunities and lost opportunities. What we 
have learned en route must be of incalculable 
value to anyone unwise enough to attempt to 
follow in our footsteps but, you should now 
understand, we appear to have found the key 
to eventual success.

The cumbersome, though necessary, Church 
of Scotland bureaucracy of Presbytery and 
General Trustees has been successfully 
negotiated and local authority planners are 
beginning to look benignly upon our plans 
for property we wish to sell and buildings we 
intend to modify and convert. The doors to 
some meaningful grant aid are beginning to 
creak open and our congregational income is 
showing signs of improvement.

If you have not yet managed to address 
your own means of contributing regularly, 
either through signing a Gift Aid declaration, 
changing to a standing order or WFO, now 
would be a good time to take the appropriate 
action. Significantly, if you have not yet 
increased your regular givings but are intending 
to, please do so without further delay. The 

future shape of our Christian witness in 
Eaglesham and our congregation’s impact on 
the wider work of our Church depends upon 
the commitment of us all.

Summer has not yet given way to autumn but 
early signs are already apparent. Church life is 
turning, once again, to winter activities and the 
start up of all our organisations. Leaders are 
meeting to compile syllabi, activities are being 
planned and everyone is beginning to look 
forward to the weeks ahead. Your Kirk Session 
also holds its first meeting in early September 
after a two month break, without the Session 
Clerk and his wife, I regret to report, who are 
planning a brief sojourn in foreign fields. I 
apologise for my absence and promise not to 
let it happen again! 

On behalf of your elders I would like to wish 
all our members, adherents and worshippers a 
very happy and inspirational autumn of content 
and pleasant meetings.

Craig Wishart  
Session Clerk

Following the decisive Congregational vote 
in June in favour of selling the Telephone 
Exchange and the Lesser Hall, the Buildings 
Group has been working hard to progress this 
and work on funding proposals.  

Glasgow Presbytery and the General Trustees 
(121) have formally approved our request to 
sell the buildings with the proceeds being used 
for the renovation of our halls. Both buildings 
have been surveyed by a company appointed 
by the General Trustees and the properties 
will be marketed by 121.  The General 
Trustees have been extremely supportive of 
our proposals and, during a meeting of the 
committee with a delegation from 121, they 
suggested we apply to them for a grant - this is 
being actioned.

We have applied for permission from ERC 
to change the usage of the Lesser Hall to a 
dwelling house with a garden area at the 
rear of the BB hut and we plan to market this 
based on drawings prepared by our architects 
(Gillespies and SAS Design).  Plans are being 
drawn up to improve the Mid Halls by 
providing additional storage, a disabled/unisex 
toilet and a kitchen behind the Mid Hall. The 
BB hut will be refurbished and linked to the 

Buildings Group…

Fabric…

We have been busy outside over the summer, 
painting and weedkilling whenever the 
weather permits. The Lesser Hall windows 
have been painted and the new render at the 
Church has also been painted. Whenever we 
start to paint, we find repairs needing to be 
done. Church windows and a Vestry window 
all needed a joiner to replace and repair timber.

The Carswell Hall sink drain has been causing 
problems, we had to get a plumber with a jet 
unit to clear it…that’s where the money goes.

Did you notice that the large yew tree has 
gone? We asked the Parks Dept of East Ren if 
they would tidy it up to allow decor works to 
be carried out, and two days later we found 
they had removed it lock, stock and trunk!

As usual, we never accomplish what we set out 
to do, but the fight goes on!

JKA

Admin Matters...

The results of our Live Generously campaign 
are now beginning to be seen in our accounts 
with an average increase since April of around 
£2000 per month – and an increase in our 
Gift Aid tax credits. Thank you to everyone 
who has been able to contribute to this 
increase. Additional thanks are due to those 
who have signed a Gift Aid form, allowing 
us to claim back tax at no cost to the donor.  
Despite the best efforts and generosity of 
many we remain a little bit short of our target. 
If you have not got round to addressing your 
giving it would be a great help to your Church 
if you could do so now.  If anyone would like 
more information on Gift Aid, Bryan McHugh 
would be delighted to hear from you.  
Similarly, for those wishing to donate regularly 
through the Freewill Offering scheme Ronnie 
McIntyre would welcome a call.

Mid Hall providing even more storage.   

Gillespies have produced exciting outline plans 
for the development of the Carswell Hall. 
However, the time required for consultation 
and the work involved in preparing estimates 
and detailed plans has proved more time 
consuming than we had anticipated and it was 
not going to be possible to have everything 
necessary in place for the closing date of 31st 
August for a Windfarm grant application. We 
have therefore decided to apply for a grant this 
year from the Windfarm Fund for the Mid Hall 
project as the first stage of our overall, phased 
improvements to our Church buildings. We 
will then apply in subsequent years for grants 
for the Carswell. One of the advantages of 
phasing the project is that there will be ample 
time for our organisations and congregation 
to examine and comment on the proposals 
for the Carswell and to this end we will be 
organising a series of consultation events over 
the winter months. 

Unfortunately, the timescale is still extremely 
tight and, at the time of writing, it is not 
certain that we will make this deadline.

Maureen Hunter, Buildings Group Convener

Situation vacant. As I reported in the last 
issue of Parish News, we require a new 
Independent Examiner to audit our Church 
accounts.  We need accrued accounts 
prepared by a qualified practising accountant 
– CA, ACCA, Associate of Authorised Public 
Accountants, ACC Technicians or Member 
of Chartered Institute of Management 
Accountants. There is a requirement to 
understand charity accounts (OSCR) but 
not for an auditor’s certificate. If you are 
interested in undertaking this important 
role in our Church (or know someone who 
may be), please contact Crawford McLean, 
our Finance Convener, or myself for further 
details.

Maureen Hunter, Admin Convener
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We are about to begin our 2011/12 session of 
Guild weekly meetings. Our Syllabus Secretary 
has worked very hard over the summer to 
provide us with an excellent and varied selection 
of speakers.

We are looking forward to seeing all our 
members at our opening meeting on 5th 
October when we will be entertained by the 
Eaglesham Singers. We would also  be delighted 
to welcome any lady in the congregation who 
might like to come along and see what we are 
all about. We meet in the Carswell Hall every 
Wednesday evening at 7.30pm. from October 
through until the end of March. Transport can be 
arranged for anyone who might need this.

Fiona Hamilton, Secretary

Playtime Toddlers…Guild…

Life of a Youth Ministry Student

Well it’s begun, my final year has arrived 
and only God knows what the future 
holds beyond this year. My contract with 
Eaglesham expires in June and even though 
that will be a significant step in my life, I’ve 
got far too much to focus on before I bother 
with anything beyond June.

However, before I look at what’s to come 
this year I can honestly say that the summer 
has been amazing; filled with BB camp, SU 
camp and the Holiday Club. At BB camp we 
got to enjoy the comfort of all new tents and 
everyone I spoke to said how much they were 
enjoying themselves, especially those who 
were there for the first time. 

The Holiday Club was the other big event for 
my summer. It was another excellent week 
and I think we even had the highest number 
of P6 and P7s that we have ever had. It was a 
brilliant way to end the summer with a lot of 
enthusiasm.

Now the summer has ended and as I am 
writing this the clouds and temperature 
reminds me that it’s definitely time for 
autumn. As a result it is time to get back 
into a routine. I’ll be starting my 4th year of 
college and as a result there is a significant 
change ahead. I will hopefully graduate with 

an Honours Degree in Youth and Community 
Work with Applied Theology but that 
means I first have to write a dissertation. By 
mid September I should have a full picture 
on what is needed but for now I’ve been 
thinking on what to write about and it’ll 
probably focus on how we ‘worship’ in 
schools.

Linked to this I’m glad to say that Scott 
Kirkland has invited me back to help him 
in the high school. Scott is officially the 
Chaplain for the school but he has suggested 
some areas that I can assist him with, which 
I am very excited and grateful to still be 
involved in.

Finally, as most of the groups are starting 
back my focus largely moves back to EPYC. 
This is our Sunday evening youth group 
for young people in P7-S6. We’ve got a 
big year ahead and I am currently trying to 
organise a weekend trip to an activity centre 
for everyone in the group, which I’m really 
looking forward to. If you know of any young 
people who are looking for something to do 
then please encourage them to come along 
– Sundays 7pm-8pm in the Carswell Hall and 
everyone in P7-S6 is welcome.

Russell

Playtime toddlers meets on Friday afternoons, 
1.15 - 2.45pm in the Carswell Hall. Come, play 
and chat.

We are delighted to welcome Eaglesham Parent 
and Toddlers to our premises (relocated from the 
Scout Hall). This group will meet on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday mornings, 9.30 - 11.30am, 
in the Mid Hall.

New babies and children will be very welcome 
at all toddler groups - just come along at these 
times during the school term.

Creche

There is a creche for babies and young children 
in the Carswell Hall during the church service 
each Sunday.

Ann McCormick  

Guides… Sweden 2011
From the six units in Scotland, I was picked to go 
with the South East Scotland Unit (Haggis, Neeps 
& Tartan) to go to Sweden for the 22nd World 
Scout Jamboree. We arrived in Copenhagen, 
Denmark on the 24th July where we stayed for 
three nights, doing small activities, exploring 
the city and getting to know some more of the 
UK contingent (there were 4,444 from the UK) 
at a party on the last night, with Alphabeat, 
before making our 
way on a bus to 
Rinkaby, Sweden, 
early on Wednesday 
morning where it all 
started.
When we got there 
it was a beautiful 
sunny day and we 
just spent the day 
setting up our little 
camp site, which 
was in one of the 
twenty four sub-
camps, in one of the 
four ‘towns’. I was in 
the Jukkasjarvi sub-
camp in the Winter 
town. During the 
whole week, the 
theme was ‘Simply 
Scouting’. There 
were over 150 
countries from all 
over the world at 
the Jamboree, with 
39,000 participants 
in total there. 
Over the course of 
ten days, starting 
from the opening 
ceremony, we 
took part in many 
activities including going to a smaller campsite for 
one night and being hosted by Swedish scouts, 
got to camp ‘Swedish style’.  There was also a 
cultural day, when we got to go around all of 
the camps trying different foods from around the 
globe and taking part in small cultural activities.  
Before we knew it, the closing ceremony was 
happening.  There was dancing, music from 

the band ‘Europe’ and even a visit from the 
King of Sweden. A great fireworks display made 
a great ending to an amazing, but sad night. 
We had to leave straight away to collect our 
bags and get a bus back to Copenhagen for a 
flight to Schiphol Airport, Holland. We arrived 
there at late morning to get on another bus 
to Rotterdam, where we were staying with 
families as part of a home hospitality project.

I was with two 
other girls in my 
unit and we stayed 
with a lovely 
family in a town 
called Schiedam, 
near Rotterdam.  
The girl we were 
staying with, Fleur, 
had also been at 
the jamboree, so 
her family had 
offered their home 
to us for the next 
four nights. We 
went shopping in 
Rotterdam, visited 
‘Madurodam’, a 
minature version 
of the whole of 
Holland and went 
up the ‘Euromast’, a 
tower in Rotterdam.  
The experience was 
great but on the 
Thursday morning 
it had to end where 
everyone met back 
at Schiphol airport 
to fly home to 
Edinburgh.  We all 
were glad to see 
our families again, 

but at the same time, sad it was all over. Overall, 
the experience was amazing and I would do it all 
again. It was a chance in a life time.  
I would just like to say thank you to all those who 
helped and supported me through my fundraising 
over the past year. 

Gemma Lightbody
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This year’s Holiday Club was a huge success - I’m not sure who enjoyed it more, 
the 70 children or the 20 stropng team who looked after them!  Mission Rescue 
explored God’s rescue plan through the stories of Moses in the bulrushes, 

the Burning Bush and the Red Sea.  Working in spy rings and with the able help of 
the Secret Service, games centred around code-breaking, interrogations and zany 
gadgets, with old favourites such as the Messy Challenge. The band ‘Codecrackers’ 
led us in memorable worship songs, and drama focused on the antics of some not-
too-competent spies on a rescue mission.  Over 30 children and many parents were 
welcomed to church on the final Sunday for a service led by the children followed by 
a BBQ.  This event has become a highlight in our church year, with dozens of children 
who come back year after year and a team who are growing in their confidence to 
serve God in this way.  Roll on next year!!
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Junior Section…205 BB Company Section…
Another session is upon us and we look 
forward to another year of fun and much 
excitement.

Our previous session closed with our annual 
holiday weekend to Carronvale, which took 
place on the third weekend in May. We had a 
wonderful time and were blessed with good 
weather and an enthusiastic group of 11 
Primary 5 and Primary 6 boys. 

The enrolment night for the new session 
was on Thursday the 25th August 2011. 
At the Junior BB we have new and exciting 
opportunities to meet with boys of there own 
age, to play sports, games and have plenty 
of fun every Thursday night at 7.00pm. In 
addition to our Thursday night meetings we 
will have a football team that will play on a 
Saturday morning, compete in the District 
Swimming Gala and attend the District 
Athletics at the Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. If your 
boys are in P4, P5 and P6 this is your chance, 
we meet in the Church Hall and every one is 
welcome.

For the company section Summer is all about 
Camp! This year we revisited Kingscross 
Point, Isle of Arran for our 56th consecutive 
year. This year the entire campsite was brand 
new. With the grant from the Windfarm 
Project the Company purchased an entire 
new set of canvas (tents and marquees) 
so that every boy, senior and officer was 
sleeping in a first-hand, unused tent. 

The first few days and nights were wet but 
after the parade on Sunday and visitors’ day 
on Monday it was more or less dry till the 
end. We had five days of glorious sunshine 
with some campers even getting a better tan 
in Arran than they had abroad! The usual 
running of the camp was smooth with a 
range of sports and activites from cricket to 
caneoing and the usual trips to Goat Fell and 
Kildonan Beach were thoroughly enjoyed by 
all. This year some boys were treated to a ride 
in the RNLI lifeboat which was bought with 
donations from The Boys’ Brigade. 

If you would like any more information on 
any aspect of what the Junior B.B is all about 
then please don’t hesitate to contact Gary or 
myself on the numbers below.

Mark Robertson / Gary Rushworth
(Officers in Charge)

It’s that time of year again, the holidays have 
flown by and a new session at Anchor Boys is 
about to begin! Our first night was on Tuesday 
the 30th of August. All boys in P1, 2 & 3 are 
welcome to come along and join in the fun in 
the Church Hall at our usual time of 6.45pm! 
For further information do not hesitate to 
contact us:

anchorboys205@gmail.com 
Gordon Grant or Elaine McHugh 

Anchor Boys…

NEW TESTAMENT VERSION STARTING SOON —  DATES AND 
TIMES WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN THE INTIMATIONS
(if you can’t wait start reading now!)

Congratulations to Fraser Robertson who was 
awarded Best Camper and Lewis Dawson 
who was awarded Best First Time Camper for 
their effort and enthusiasm. It’s fair to say that 
everyone enjoyed camp and there has always 
been a consensus that it is the highlight of the 
BB calender. Thanks to all the boys who came 
and the staff for making it happen.

Greg Cunningham 
Officer in Charge 

3rd Brownies…

Thursday Group…

The 3rd Eaglesham Brownies resume back 
in the Montgomerie Hall on Monday 5th 
September from 5.45 - 7.00pm. Girls aged 
over seven are welcome to join us for crafts, 
games, songs and outings.

For more information, please contact me   .

Elaine Wallace 
Brownie Guide Guider

The first session this year begins on Thursday 
1st September with Beauty Secrets by 
Debenhams.

The meetings are held in the Carswell Halls on 
alternate Thursday afternoons from 1.15pm 
for a coffee and chat followed by a speaker or 
demonstration from 1.30-2.30pm.  A creche 
is available in the upper rooms of the halls for 
babies/children from 6 weeks old.

The 3 charities we are supporting this year 
are The Prince and Princess Hospice Trust, The 
Stroke Association and The National Autistic 
Society.  We hold a Ladies Charity and Pamper 
Night on Friday 4th November in The Eglinton 
Arms Hotel,which is a very enjoyable evening.  
Money raised is split between the 3 charities.

Our meetings up to Christmas are:

1/9/11      Beauty Secrets by Debenhams

15/9/11    Reflexology Talk & Demo

29/9/11    Bus Tour Whitelees Wind farm

27/10/11  Gardening & Textiles

4/11/11    Ladies Charity & Pamper Night

10/11/11  Prince & Princess Hospice Trust

24/11/11  Climbing Kilimanjaro

8/12/11    Christmas Party

Everyone is welcome and will be made to feel 
so.  If you are interested please come along.

For more information please contact Joyce 
Mitchell or Emily Lawson. 
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Walking Group…

‘The Walking Group continues to meet on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month, 
leaving from the Church Hall at 10.00. Walks are generally of 4-5 miles, lasting a couple of 
hours, and aim to finish at a convenient coffee shop. Recent walks have been a mixture of the 
familiar (eg Spectacle E’e Falls at Strathaven) and the new (eg Fereneze Hills above Barrhead). 
Forthcoming dates are September 14 and 28, October 12 and 26, and these will hopefully 
include walks at New Lanark and at Culzean.’

Sandy Robertson

The Walking Group on Dunwan Hill - now easily accessed from the Wind Farm

Harvest Thanksgiving
Sunday 9 October 11am

ARMISTICE SUNDAY
13 November
remember the dead  
…pray for the living

Our Live Generously project has been well received by 
the congregation and a significant number of us have 
increased our giving in response.  Early indications 
are that we will receive an increase of over £30K per 
annum, a very encouraging sum and vital to the life 
of our Church.  Warmest thanks to the people who 
worked so hard to make this happen, and especially 
to all those who responded so generously.  If you’re 
still thinking about it, it’s still not too late!

Live Generously…

Choir…

Choir practices start on Thursday 6thOctober in the Upper Room of the Carswell Hall 
from 7.30-9.00pm.

If you enjoy singing and would like to contribute to our Sunday worship in the form of 
Introits and Anthems ,then please think about joining us on Thursday evening.

Richard Morton.
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June Wedding…

Don’t forget! …

A short version of our usual church service with hymns, prayers and Bible 
teaching, followed by tea & refreshments. Every Wednesday 11-11.30am 

in the Carswell Halls, from 7th September to 21st December. 
Transport can be arranged - contact your Elder – or just come in your wellies!

Over 12 million people across east Africa are 
facing severe food shortages caused by a 
combination of drought, irregular harvests, 
high food prices, conflict and displacement. 
The crisis has been building for some time, and 
is fast escalating across the region. 

Christian Aid is responding in Kenya, Ethiopia, 
Somalia and Sudan. The appeal funds received 
so far are enabling our partners to provide 
urgent, life-saving assistance including 
providing water to villages experiencing the 
worst drought conditions, food for families 
in remote areas, and animal feed to protect 
the livestock that are so crucial to the survival 
of the pastoralists. Through our partners we 
are also providing urgently needed food and 
shelter for people in camps across the region. 

However, as you will have seen in the news, 
the unfortunate reality is that the crisis is only 
going to get worse in the coming months – 
so more funds are desperately required to 
continue to provide aid and help communities 
rebuild their lives. Tens of thousands of people 
have already died – many of them children. 

We urgently need your support to help save 
lives:

•	 £7.50	could	buy	enough	food	to	feed	a	
goat for a month – and provide a family 
with milk to supplement their diet.

•	 £22	could	pay	for	a	mosquito	net,	blankets,	
sleeping mats, plastic sheeting for housing 
and other essential items to meet the 
immediate needs of refugees arriving in 
camps.

•	 £61.50	could	pay	for	the	labour	needed	to	
maintain one borehole, providing water to 
1,000 people affected by drought.

•	 £108	could	pay	for	the	parts	needed	to	
repair a pump at one borehole, restoring 
water to more than 140 families.

•	 £150	could	pay	for	beans,	maize,	salt	and	
vegetable oil for a family for five months in 
a camp.

Please, if you can, send a gift TODAY. Because 
the sooner we receive your donation, the 
sooner we can turn your compassion into 
action – and save lives. 

Nick Guttmann 

Head of emergencies 

To donate via our website go to –

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/

Text Giving  –  Donate £5 via SMS by texting 
‘AFRICA’ to 70800

You will be charged £5 + one standard text. 
Christian Aid will receive a minimum of £4.70. 
By using this service you agree that we may 
contact you in the future, unless you text 
OPTOUT to 70800. 

 

Joyce Jackson to Martyn Montgomery, Hill Drive, Eaglesham, 25 June, by Rev Lynn McChlery



The end of August, everyone in Dhaka 

was on the move as thousands of 

people left the city to spend the Eid 

holidays with family in the rural areas. 

The Church of Bangladesh used this 

opportunity to invite youth from rural 

churches to come to Dhaka for the week 

for a Spoken English course.  Seventeen 

participants came from all over 

Bangladesh. Sarah really enjoyed the 

opportunity of teaching English based 

on the Jesus film. The young people 

were enthusiastic and keen to practice 

their English. We do hope and pray 

that their will be a further opportunity 

of bringing them together for another 

course such as this.

PRAISE
•	 The	 Synod	 approved	 the	 revised	

CBSDP constitution at it’s meeting 

in August.

•	 Shourav,	 who	 wants	 to	 find	 out	

more about Christianity, is still 

coming to church.

•	 Friendship	with	our	neighbours	are	

developing – we’ve enjoyed visitors 

and visiting over the Eid festival. 

•	 Rebecca	 and	 Reuben	 had	 a	 good	

start at school.  There were a few 

visa issues for some teachers, but 

thankfully these were all sorted 

before the start of term. 

•	 David	 spent	4	days	out	of	Dhaka	 to	

evaluate a project – a very enjoyable 

and informative trip. 

•	 We	all	thoroughly	enjoyed	Matthew’s	

second birthday in August.

PRAY
•	 We	have	both	felt	very	busy	at	work	

recently – pray that we can manage 

our time wisely.

•	 A	number	of	 current	CBSDP	projects		

are coming to an end this year.  Pray 

for the various staff as we seek to 

find new funding to continue work 

in these areas. 

•	 Sarah	 is	 leading	 more	 teacher	

training, this time in conjunction with 

another NGO, on 19-20 September.  

Pray for final planning and that it will 

go well.

•	 Pray	 for	 the	 students	 who	 attended	

the English course - Albert, John, 

Sobuj, Himu, Rimon, Charles, 

Christina, Flowrence, Apon, Roshmi, 

Joshua, Raful, Alex, Elina, Antor, 

Tima,  and Dilip.  Many of them are 

in the final stages of their schooling 

and need to make decisions about 

their futures.  

 David and Sarah Hall 


