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Contacts…

Announcements…

Baptisms 

Rhona Steven, (Robert & Vicki Steven) 
Nethercraig Farm, 7 Nov

Naomi Ogbu (Charles & Carol Ogbu), Riverside 
Road, 5 Dec

Eve Wilkinson (Greg & Laura Wilkinson) 
Bonnyton Drive, 5 Dec

Funerals

Margaret Mackie, 28 Park Crescent 10 Sept

Grace Mackay, Whitehills Nursing Home 19 Oct

Donald McIndoer, Polnoon Street 26 Oct

Colin Mackenzie, Bartlands Place, 4 Nov

Nan Nicholson, Montgomery Court, 26 Nov

Marriages 

Lauren Brown to Steven Robinson,  
10 September 

Suzie McGuire to Derek Mitchell,  
30 October
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One Christmas an elderly grandmother, 
feeling the limitations of mobility and 
memory, was finding buying presents for 
family and friends a bit much. Instead, 
she wrote cheques for all of them to 
put in their Christmas cards, with the 
message, “Buy your own present”, 
and sent them off. A few days after 
Christmas she 
was aghast to 
discover, sitting 
neatly in the 
sideboard drawer, 
a pile of cheques. 
Everyone she loved 
had received a 
Christmas card 
from her saying 
“Buy your own 
present”, but 
she’d forgotten 
to enclose the 
cheques!

As the world embarks on its annual 
spree of manic spending on expensive 
gifts, most not needed and many not 
wanted, it made me think again. What 
are the gifts that have meant most to 
me? Nearly always they are not the most 
costly, but those given with thought and 
originality and more than a bit of fun. 
(My godchildren, knowing I like scones, 

once made me a birthday “cake” of a 
pyramid of their home-made scones, 
served with cream & jam – made for 
sharing!)

So, if the cheque wasn’t in the post, what 
would you give to those you love – and 
even those you don’t? What about giving 

some money-free 
gifts this Christmas? 
Mend a quarrel, visit 
or call someone, listen 
attentively, affirm or 
encourage efforts, 
pray for someone, 
be alert to where 
help is needed, write 
a thoughtful note. 
Maybe the best gift 
of all is to give your 
time and undivided 
attention to someone, 
even (maybe 

especially!) those who live in the same 
house and are taken for granted.

Let’s give as God gave to us in Jesus: 
generously without measure, without 
ostentation or obligation, of His very self. 
And let’s receive again from Him all that 
we could never buy for ourselves.

Christmas blessings to you all

Musings from the Manse…



2

Kirk Session…

Our seven Kirk Session Teams are proving to 
be a real success story, due, substantially, to 
the enthusiasm and ability of the members 
who comprise them, all of whom have shown 
commitment and imagination in their work.

Our Teams have been led inspirationally for 
the past three years, since their inception, and 
following this introductory period, three of our 
Team Leaders have decided to hand over their 
responsibility to others willing to continue the 
valuable work they have begun. Alistair McBride 
has passed the leadership of the Youth Strategy 
Team to Stuart McChlery, while remaining as a 
team member, Margaret Pitcairn has handed 
responsibility for the Fellowship Team to Shelagh 
McHugh and Ian Gray will relinquish the 
leadership rôle of the Administration Team at 
the end of December this year with Maureen 
Hunter taking over this part of his duties and 
Crawford McLean assuming Ian’s long-standing 
position of Finance Convener at the same time.

While all three Team Leaders deserve our 
wholehearted thanks for the work they have 
done on our behalf, Ian Gray’s retirement 
as Administration Team Leader and Finance 
Convener marks a period of considerable and 
dedicated service to our congregation which 
needs to be specially acknowledged. Ian became 
Finance Convener in 1989 and he has guided 
and managed our congregation’s financial 
resources for those 21 yearsl. In recent years as 
our congregation’s income continues to decline 
in real terms, Ian’s financial skill and knowledge 
of Church matters have enabled us to continue 
to honour our annual commitment to the 
national Church and Glasgow Presbytery while 
still managing to find the resources necessary 
to meet the challenging, relentless demands 
of the disintegrating fabric of our ageing and 
tired buildings. His direction during his tenure 
has helped our congregation continue its work 
and witness in Eaglesham and the wider Church 
and he can look back with pride and satisfaction 
on a job well done. He hands over now to 
Maureen, who will oversee the essential work 
of an Administration Team responsible for the 
day to day upkeep, security and comfort of our 
buildings; and to Crawford, who will assume 
the considerable responsibility for managing 
our finances and for building on the foundation 

At the first meeting of the Session 
the Guild ladies were entertained 
by the Cambus Singers who sang a 
wide selection of songs.  This was a 
lovely evening and was an excellent 
start to our Wednesday nights.  We 

have also enjoyed a varied and interesting choice 
of speakers.   Our Christmas Cracker Coffee 
Morning will have been held by the time you 
read this bulletin and we shall be finishing off 
this year with our usual Christmas Celebration.   
We start back on Wednesday 12th January with 
another musical night, the ‘Close Shave’ Barber 
Shop Group, and again look forward to our 
further visiting speakers

Fiona Hamilton - Secretary

established through Ian’s insight and energy. 
Crawford’s leadership will take us forward into 
the creation of new initiatives and challenges 
which, assuredly, lie ahead. Ian continues to 
labour on behalf of our congregation as Roll 
Keeper, a job he fulfils with characteristic 
thoroughness, and we are indebted to him for 
his past and continuing service.

The work of our Kirk Session Teams becomes 
ever more interesting and challenging and 
we need the input of ordinary members of 
the congregation to support and widen its 
influence and effect. The Teams are not the 
exclusive domain of your elders but are open 
and welcoming to anyone who feels he or she 
has a special interest in their remit. Please don’t 
wait to be asked to join but let it be known 
that you want to participate. Your interest and 
involvement will be hugely appreciated.

Plans are being made, as I write this, for Advent 
and the Christmas Services which are always 
a joy. I look forward to this special time in our 
Christian tradition with anticipation for the 
pleasure which it brings. On behalf of all your 
elders may I wish everyone in our congregation 
a very happy and peaceful Christmas.

Craig Wishart   
Session Clerk

The Guild…
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Your Givings…

The end of December is both the end of our 
calendar year, and also the Church’s financial 
year. As that date approaches, may we take 
this opportunity to thank all those members 
using WFO and Banker’s Order for their 
contributions, and to remind them to catch 
up on any missed weeks, if they would like to 
do so.

No doubt, we will hear in due course from 
our Treasurer that, during the year, it has been 
very hard to meet our ongoing expenses, and 
so, at this time, every penny counts. Using 
WFO envelopes is a very important means of 
giving, as is Bankers Order. Additionally, Gift 
Aid allows the Church to recover an extra 
22p from the Revenue for every pound given, 
providing the giver or their husband or wife, 
is a tax payer. A single signature is all that is 
required, for the Church to benefit from this 
very valuable additional income. 

If you would like to know more about WFO, 
Banker’s Order, or Gift Aid, please do not 
hesitate to contact us.
Thank you again.

Ronnie McIntyre 
Bryan McHugh

The clocks have changed and summer has 
gone. On the Fabric team we can reflect on 
jobs well done and consider many that have 
still to be done. Time beat us to finish work 
at the manse, but we will pick up where 
we left off when light nights return. The 
upheaval in the church is over. Timbers and 
flooring in the gallery have been replaced 
and treated, and some pews have had to 
be removed and others have been repaired. 
All that remains is for the team to restore 
the decor where necessary. This has cost 
over £6K that we had not budgeted for, but 
maybe next year we will get back to the list 
of priorities. We are still having problems with 
the camera,  but we are looking at ways of 
improving it.

Our minds are now turning to Christmas and 
all the joys of fixing trees and fairy lights!

As our Finance/Admin convenor retires we 
in the Fabric thank him for his skills, humour 
and time that he has brought to the job, and 
wish him well. We look forward to working 
with the new convenors.........and spending 
their budgets!

Jim Alexander

Fabric…

Lodging House Mission.. Playtime…

Playtime is our parent and toddler group, which 
meets in the Carswell Hall on Friday afternoons, 
1.15-2.45pm. If you have a baby or young 
children please come and join us.

Creche There is a creche each week in the 
Carswell Hall during Sunday morning worship. 

Ann McCormick  

Lodging House Mission Christmas Appeal

This year instead of collecting shoeboxes 
the Lodging House Mission is requesting  
donations of money so that they can make up 
what is needed for the homeless population. 
If you would like to make a donation please 
can you put it in an envelope marked LHM 
and put in the offering plate. 

Thank you for your continued support.

Brenda Bain
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One World Lunch

The Outreach Team were 
delighted with the success 
of this year’s One World 
Lunch held on Sunday 

31 October. Over eighty people from both St 
Bridget’s and our own congregation attended 
to hear guest speaker Cathy Galloway, leader of 
Christian Aid in Scotland. 

Always a delight to listen to Cathy told us of 
the origins of Christian Aid. Set up by British 
and Irish churches as Christian Reconstruction in 
Europe to provide for the needs of not only war 
refugees but of the German people who were 
also suffering loss, deprivation and hunger in the 
immediate post war years.

In the fifties the organisation began to expand 
its remit to support development work in newly 
independent nations in Africa and Asia, and 
respond to emergencies worldwide. The first 
Christian Aid Week was in 1957 and in 1964, 
on the back of the continuing success of the 
fund-raising week the organisation changed 
its name to Christian Aid. The change of name 
highlighted the group’s work and profile, and by 
the end of the decade its annual income reached 
£2.5 million.

As world food shortages increased, Christian Aid 
began to look more deeply into the causes of 
poverty – not just at dealing with its symptoms, 
and began campaigning in earnest when it 
challenged the British government on its aid and 
trade policies in 1969. By the end of the 1970s 
they were working in 40 countries wracked by 
war and famine, funding more than 100 long-
term development projects.

Bolstered by the public’s increasing awareness 
of world poverty and suffering through Live Aid 
and other fund raising events Christian Aid’s 
annual income had increased from £5.5 million 
in 1979 to £28 million in 1989. That same year, 
Christian Aid Week raised more than £6 million.

The 1990s saw Christian Aid’s direction 
becoming increasingly political by challenging 
governments on international debt and trade 
policies in the rapidly developing global 
marketplace. At the same time Christian Aid was 
responding to humanitarian crises in Rwanda, 

the Middle East and, working across ethnic and 
religious divides in Serbia, Bosnia and Kosovo. 
Their political campaigning success manifested 
as the promise of world leaders to implement 
$100 billion of international debt relief and the 
establishment of the Fairtrade Foundation. 

The new millennium bought new challenges 
to Christian Aid. The so-called war on terror, 
climate change and the increasing number of 
natural disasters, and the fact that almost half 
the world’s population live on less than US$2 a 
day, meant work is needed more than ever.

In 2007 its annual income was £86.5 million and 
working with more than 650 overseas partners 
in around 50 countries was putting into practice 
its aim of turning hope into action. No Christian 
Aid money goes to governments only to project 
partners and aid agencies.

Sixty years on Christian Aid continues to dig at 
the causes of international poverty – challenging 
large corporations and governments through 
campaigns such as ‘Trace the Tax’ and ‘Climate 
Justice’ to look at their own policies and 
practices and re-evaluate them in the light of 
global responsibility.

As well as asking for support for the political 
initiatives Cathy urged us to consider ‘Present 
Aid’ as a way of helping to change lives for the 
better this Christmas. We will - will you? Full 
details of Christian Aid projects are on their 
website – 

www.christianaid.org.uk
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It is hard to believe we are so far into the new 
session of Church Builders. Thanks to the 
commitment of the three teams teaching in CB’s 
things are running smoothly. Last session we 
began producing our own program alternating 
lessons from the Old and New Testaments, for 
now this is working well and we are continuing 
along these lines.

This year we have made some changes to the 
way we run Church Builders. We are now able 
to split into two separate groups for the lesson 
and sometimes activities. This is only possible 
due to new team members and others taking on 
the task of story telling. I would like to welcome 
Fiona Kettlewell to our staff and welcome back 
Ann McCormick.

I would also like to thank the team’s new young 
volunteers: Freya Young, Adam Bennett, Angus 
Steel and Alasdair Lamont.

We are making plans for Christmas and soon you 
will be able to hear wonderful singing coming 
from the Mid Hall as we rehearse for the nativity. 
The Christmas party will take place on Saturday 
18 December and as you can imagine the more 
children there the better, so watch out for party 
information nearer the time.

Beverley Millar 

Church Builders…

I would like to thank those congregation 
members who sent ‘welfare boxes’ to soldiers 
serving in Afganistan. It was very kind of you to 
take the time and make the effort to support my 
request. Our son-in-law, Dean, has now returned 
from his tour of duty and would like to pass on 
his thanks, and those of the boys who received 
your thoughtful gifts. May we all keep those 
serving in the forces in our thoughts and prayers.

Margaret Pitcairn

Welfare Boxes…

As the new Convenor, I was encouraged at our 
first meeting, by the enthusiasm of the team 
members. Our aim is to provide fellowship, not 
only amongst our own members but across the 
Orry to our friends in St Bridget’s, the village 
community as a whole and to foster links with 
our Parish grouping with the Mearns churches. 

Our remit requires us to think of ways of building 
relationships through fellowship…a good 
example of which was the recent Harvest Supper 
(which you can read about elsewhere in this 
magazine). We also have a successful walking 
group but we would be delighted to hear of any 
ideas that you might have on what social events 
you would like to see in and around our Church.  
Ideas for bringing all ages together would be 
happily considered.  We are a small (but perfectly 
formed!!) team who would be happy to expand 
in number….so if you’d consider joining us then 
please let me know.

On the 19 December, following 
the Family Service, we invite 
you, along with friends from 
St Bridget’s, to join us in the 

Carswell Hall for some Festive Fayre (mulled 
punch and mince pies…mmmm! I can smell 
them already!).

Shelagh McHugh 

Fellowship Team…

Three new members were admitted into 
membership of the Church at Sunday worship 
on 21 November.

They are –  
Lena McCrae, Thorntonhall 
Laura Wilkinson, Bonnyton Drive, and 
Amy Whiteford, Brackenrigg Drive

They were warmly welcome into the fellowship 
of our Church by all who witnessed their 
profession of faith.

New Members…
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Sometimes young people really blow my mind. 
Some of the questions they ask and statements 
they make are so profound, yet most of the 
time they have no idea how significant their 
comments are. This is one reason I started doing 
youth work and one reason I love it still. I recall 
one night at EPYC when we were discussing 
loving our neighbours as ourselves; considering 
how we love ourselves and look after our 
bodies, emotions etc. One young person 
suggested that the ways we had discussed our 
love for ourselves were all instinctive, which is 
a massive challenge because they are right. It 
is instinctive to love ourselves and look after 
ourselves, so how can we make it instinctive to 
love and care for our neighbours?

EPYC itself has been going fairly well, as 
always each group has its challenges and 
encouragements. The leaders have decided to 
try a new format over November and December, 
which is aimed at improving the discussions by 
making them more appropriate to the young 
people age range. We’ve had some great new 
people joining the group and bringing lots 
of energy with them. We’ve been able to get 
involved in various events, such as going to 
rugby matches and taking the opportunity to 
go to the Origins and Lemons production in 
Mearns Castle High School. Ultimately I love 
the involvement of everyone in this group and 
would be incredibly happy if anyone else wishes 
to come along. Sunday nights, 7-8pm in the 
Carswell Hall; for young people in P7-S6.

As for other groups I’m glad to report that the 
Guides have welcomed me to help where I can. 
The increased involvement with the guides has 
been fantastic and I hope they feel the same. 
The Boy’s Brigade has again helped massively 
for me to keep in touch with the boys. The 
Badminton club has had a successful start, 
although I am always looking for new helpers 
so if you’d like to see where you can help then 
please contact me.

Other than these groups my involvement in the 
schools has increased. The primary school had 
a lunch club for young people in P6/7 called 
JAFFA. This has had a great response from the 
young people and I hope we’ll get the chance 

to do another block after Christmas. As for the 
High School the main teacher contact we had 
has retired so I’m looking forward to getting to 
know her successor.

For some years I have worked closely with the 
youth worker at Maxwell Mearns Castle Parish 
Church and we have made some contacts in 
other local churches that have allowed us to run 
a training event, which we may be able to do 
again. We had people from various churches in 
Mearns, in and beyond the Parish Grouping, and 
most of the feedback was commenting on their 
appreciation of meeting people in their area that 
are going through similar situations. Hopefully 
this is something we can encourage amongst 
ourselves and through our youth work. After all, 
none of us are in God’s service alone.

Russell  Shields

Life of a Youth Ministry Student

Sermons on-line & on CD

Recently there have been discussions regarding 
the possibility of recording of parts of our 
Sunday service and making it available on the 
Church website. This would allow people who 
have internet access to catch-up with any 
sermons missed especially beneficial when we 
have a themed series. This access is not just 
limited to our local parish members but will be 
available all over the world and can be accessed 
by many ex-pats who would like to share in 
our worship in some way. The technical issues 
involved in this are currently being investigated.

Arising from this is the possibility of also 
providing the recording on CD and making them 
available to people who are not able to attend 
Church and do not have access to the internet. 
The Pastoral Care Team have been tasked with 
establishing whether there is a need for a weekly 
CD recording. If you would like a CD of the 
sermon or know of anyone who is housebound, 
in hospital or similar and would like a recording, 
please contact Tom Mann on 07903090539.

Tom Mann  
Convener Pastoral Care Team. 
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3rd Brownies…

We started the session off well with 13 new 
Brownies starting.  This was great as a good 
number had gone up to the Guides. We 
now have 27 Brownies all of whom are very 
enthusiastic.    

We had a games night for our first week back 
and then we had our first adventure. We went 
on to the Orry with Marlies McLean to plant 
some seeds.  The girls were all very keen to go 
out.  We had instructed them that we would be 
going out no matter what the weather.  Well, 
it must have been about the worst evening 
of the year for rain but we bravely went out 
and planted our seeds. Hopefully, they weren’t 
washed away and we can all enjoy the flowers 
in the Spring.  Thank you to Marlies for coming 
out with us.

We made a shaker musical instrument and 
had an outing to Cafe Ceramico to paint some 
ceramics. The girls all made a lovely job of 
painting them.  

The Centenary finale for East Renfrewshire was 
held down at Giffnock Running Club.  There was 
a DJ there who kept us entertained with music 
and we all renewed our Promise at the one time 
2010.2010.2010.  That is ten past eight on the 
twentieth of October in the year 2010.  Again 
we all got soaked!

We had our usual Halloween party which was 
great fun.  We have just started on some badges 
with the new Brownies working on their Promise 
books, one group working towards the Brownie 
Skills Badge and the other on Go For it Guides in 
preparation for moving up.

We still have Christmas crafts, visit to the 
pantomime and our Christmas party before the 
end of the year.  We are also going to be visiting 
the Guild to help the County Commissioner, 
Evy Yedd speak about Guiding over the last one 
hundred years.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year from the 3rd Eaglesham Brownies.

Elaine Wallace 
Brownie Guide Guider

1st Eaglesham Guides

Another session has started encouragingly with 
39 guides and seven Senior Section girls coming 
every Monday evening.

The girls have been very busy since we started 
in September baking, and decorating cakes, 
sweets, etc.  On 20 October we attended 
Giffnock Running Club where, simultaneously 
with the rest of the UK, we renewed our Promise 
and celebrated the closing ceremony to our 
Centenary Year. The girls have been working 
towards various challenges and all have been 
very successful. Our Halloween party was 
organised by the Senior Section girls and was 
very much enjoyed by everyone. We have been 
making Christmas bits and pieces to sell at our 
craft and shopping event on 6 December which 
is a fundraiser for Gemma Lightbody (Eaglesham) 
and Jenni Mailley (Stamperland) who are going 
to Sweden next year to the 22nd World Scout 
Jamboree. Our visit to the Gang Show is next 
with our Christmas party on 13 December.

Have a lovely Christmas and a peaceful new year.

Louise Lightbody

The Fellowship Team would like to thank 
everyone who attended the Harvest Supper 
with special thanks to who helped in any way in 
planning, preparation and presentation. We all 
enjoyed the warm fellowship of the evening and 
those who worked hard to provide the supper 
also felt their time working together encouraged 
new friendships. After much thought the £475 
gifted on the evening has been donated to 
‘Mary’s Meals’ - a Scottish charity bringing food 
education and hope to some of the world’s 
poorest children - a very worthy recipient of our 
support. 

Margaret Pitcairn

Harvest Supper…
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205 Company Section…

We had a great start to our first session in 
charge and currently have 27 boys enrolled 
with us. They are an enthusiastic group and 
each squad is fronted by our chosen leading 
boys for this year:

Red - Cole Lyle; Blue - Jamie Baird; Yellow - 
Rory Kennedy; Green - Ross Hay.

Our Halloween Party was a great success with 
the boys looking very different to a normal 
Tuesday night! There were vampires, zombies, 
skeletons and even a rubic’s cube! Company 
Section officer Fraser Stewart judged the best 
costume and pumpkin prizes:

Most Original: Spaceman- Justin Coulthard
P1: Alien- Mark Robson
P2: Vampire- Sam Ballantyne
P3: Darth Vader- Logan MacLeod
Best Pumpkins: Ross Hay & Adam Lyon

All the boys looked great and enjoyed the fun 
and games, even picking spiders from bowls 
of blood and guts (raspberry jelly really!)

We recently invited the Company Section 
band to come and play for the boys. Once 
they got over the initial shock of how loud 
the bugles and drums were, the boys were 

We are now up and running with a total of 47 boys in the section, 16 of which are new 
recruits from the Junior Section. They are in the middle of their Compass Badge classes where 
they learn about Fairtrade, the history of the BB and many other topics. 

The Seniors are working towards their Queens Badge award and are also in the middle of 
planning a night out for a meal and trip to the cinema. 

The rest of the boys are taking part in their Camping & Safety classes.  We are also running our 
usual PE/Vaulting, Squad Games & Band throughout the night.

Saturday Morning football is now underway and the Saturday Night club will hopefully be 
starting in the next few weeks once all the letters have been returned from parents so that 
a rota can be made up. Two of the boys doing the Queens Badge are running the Sunday 
afternoon badminton. We have also organised a trip to the RFA supply ship - Fort George 
which is being held in December and we will close the year with our Annual Christmas Quiz 
Night on Friday 17th December. 

James McHugh & Greg Cunningham 
Officers in Charge 

Anchor Boys…

keen to have a go playing the instruments 
themselves and thoroughly enjoyed the night! 
There are certainly some potential band 
members of the future amongst the Anchor 
boys!

In the final weeks before Christmas we are 
hoping to take the boys to the Eaglesham 
Panto at the Montgomerie Hall, hold our own 
mini craft sale for parents and have a Christmas 
party on the 14th to end the session. We 
wish you all a very merry Christmas and look 
forward to seeing the boys again in 2011!

Gordon Grant & Elaine McHugh 
anchorboys205@gmail.com
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Junior Section…

As we approach the festive period I am 
pleased to write that our Thursday night 
meetings are running smoothly and enjoyed 
by all the boys and staff. Attendance has been 
particularly good so far and we are making 
significant progress into our achievement 
work for this session.

We have 5 squads this year each led by one 
of our Primary 6 boys - inspection, games & 
behaviour points are being recorded each 
week as the squads compete for the shield at 
next year’s annual display.

Entries have been put in for the football five-
a-side, swimming, superstars and Kelvin Hall 
district events all of which will take place at 
the turn of the year. We have also recently 
enjoyed our annual Halloween party and 
had an excellent turn out for the annual 
dedication parade.

The Glasgow Stedfast Association…

We were lucky enough to be invited to the 
Boys Brigade ‘fun day’ at Partick Thistle’s Firhill 
stadium in Glasgow. The Boys that came 
along were treated to a super day and were 
privileged to get autographs of some of the 
players at the end of the football match!

Our own football campaign has kicked off on 
a Saturday morning and we are currently in 
mid table following some entertaining early 
season matches. As the winter weather sets 
in we hope that the fixtures are not too badly 
affected by unplayable pitches!

With the Christmas Fayre, company outing 
and Christmas Party still to come in 2010 we 
can safely say that busy times lie ahead over 
the coming weeks.

Thanks for your continued support.

Gary Rushworth & Mark Robertson

Stedfast Associations operate across the 
United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland and 
throughout the world.  Their aims are “to 
further the aims and objects of the Boys’ 
Brigade through the spirit of friendship 
amongst past and present members, sharing 
information on the present work at home 
and overseas, in addition to promoting the 
continuing effective work of the organisation 
to the general public”.  Associations are also 
linked internationally through an International 
Federation.

The Glasgow Association was formed in 
November 2008 and we have some 60 
members.  We see our role as not just social 
but wish to offer a supportive element 
towards the practical work of the Brigade.  
On the social side we have had extremely 
interesting speakers at our meetings and I 
append the program of events and meetings 
for this session.

On the support element members of 
the Association attended the Battalion’s 
Christmas Carol Service in Shettleston Old 

Church last year and we intend to attend 
the Service again this year.  We have set up 
a Boys’ Brigade Support Fund and a concert 
with ‘ Piggery Brae ‘ has been organised in 
November to raise money for this fund. The 
Committee of the Association are actively 
looking at various ways of supporting the 
Brigade in the longer term.

Were you in the Boy’s Brigade? Are you 
currently helping as an Officer or leader? 
Are you a supporter? Then the Stedfast 
Association will be of interest to you and it is 
only £10 to join.

If you wish to join send your details and 
annual subscription to:

Alistair McLellan
Honorary Treasurer 
(please contact the editor 
for Alistair’s address and 
telephone number)
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Children’s Panel

Many years ago I worked with a management 
consultant that I considered both a mentor 
and a friend. A very able and knowledgeable 
consultant, he came from a background in the 
shipyards and so was also blunt and to the 
point. When he felt the management team 
were spending too long considering what to 
do he would say in exasperation –‘Just dae it!’

Last year I saw an advert seeking volunteers 
for the Glasgow Children’s Panel and realised 
that I had a previous copy of the same advert 
which I had considered responding to lying 
in my in tray. With the recession having 
relieved me of most of my professional work, 
I realised that this time I had no excuse not to 
take action. It was an opportunity to invest 
that spare time in something worthwhile. I 
applied to become a panel member for both 
Glasgow and Renfrewshire. Panels are made 
up of three people and there must be a mix 
of both males and females. Renfrewshire have 
a smaller number of panels and it is always 
a challenge for them to get more males so 
a higher number are invited for interview 
whenever possible. Glasgow has the greatest 
number of children at risk and so look for 
more panel members. The Children’s Panel 
Advisory Committee (CPAC) manage the 
panels and have a thorough selection and 
training process for prospective members 
however somehow I sneaked through the 
Glasgow selection. Having completed the 
training I became a fully-fledged panel 
member in May this year.

Being a panel member can be a heart-
wrenching role. Reading the background 
notes of children, many of whom have been 
neglected or abused and often have seen or 

experienced aspects of life children should 
not be familiar with, is hard. Some have given 
up any interest in education far too young; 
others have been tempted into offending or 
have been rejected by their family. Yet seeing 
the system work for children and families, 
knowing that for some, hope is reactivated 
and a positive future is achieved is incredibly 
fulfilling.

We are very fortunate in Scotland. The 
Children’s Panel system is not something that 
occurs throughout the UK but it is a system 
that brings together all agencies – police, 
social work, education, organisations working 
to re-engage and prevent re-offending and 
helps to ensure the work is monitored and 
co-ordinated. The volunteers who work on 
the Panels are asked to commit their time 
but are trained and supported to ensure they 
can fulfil this role. Very challenging - but very 
worthwhile.

I am so glad that I finally took the plunge and 
am now able to support such a worthwhile 
cause. So in the words of my old friend and 
mentor, if you have been considering using 
your time and talents for something you 
believe worthwhile – ‘Just dae it!’ You can 
find out more about the Children’s Panels by 
going to either

www.glasgow.gov.uk/en/YourCouncil/
WorkingfortheCouncil/ChildrensPanel/ 
or 
www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/education-and-
learning/parental-support/parental-support-
criminal-justice/childrens-panel-recruitment.
htm

Sheila Lamont
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Service Times this Christmas…

Eaglesham Parish Church
SUNDAY 12th DECEMBER

11am: Nine Lessons and Carols —  
a traditional service led by the Choir. An 
extended creche will be provided for children.

SUNDAY 12th DECEMBER 

3pm: A Time to Remember — a short service 
suitable for those who are remembering the 
loss of a loved one this Christmas.

SUNDAY 19th DECEMBER

11am: Children’s nativity service — Children 
are invited to bring a wrapped gift which will 
be sent to needy children in Glasgow.

CHRISTMAS EVE

11.30pm: Watchnight Service — carols 
and candles to contemplate the heart of 
Christmas.   
(Carol singing from 11.15pm)

CHRISTMAS DAY

10.30 - 11.15am: Family Christmas 
celebration — children, please bring your 
favourite toy or gift.

Sunday 26th December 

11am: Reflections on Christmas in Word and 
Music — led by the minister and members of 
the congregation.

St Bridget’s Church
CHRISTMAS EVE 

9pm Vigil Mass, preceded by carol singing 
from 8.30pm

CHRISTMAS DAY 

11am Family Mass

Remembrance Service 2010

Mr William McHugh laid the wreath at the Service of Remembrance. The service was conducted 
by Rev Lynn McChlery and Fr Douglas McMillan. (photo: Alasdair Lamont)
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Baptismal Babies…

Above Left  
Rhona Steven,  
(Robert & Vicki)  
Nethercraig Farm, 7 November

Above  
Naomi Ogbu  
(Charles & Carol),  
Riverside Road, 5 December

Left 
Eve Wilkinson  
(Greg & Laura)  
Bonnyton Drive, 5 December
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Karen Black 
(daughter of 
Margaret & Jim) 
married Derek Hill 
in Aberlady Parish 
Church, East 
Lothian.

Recent Weddings…



BIBLE  
FOR  
THE 
TERRIFIED!

Introductory meeting 
in the Manse  
at 7.30pm  
on Sunday  
30th January 2011

• Course for people who 
can’t tell their Japheths 
from their Jephthas 

• Short duration 

• For those of us who 
aren’t sure how or where 
to start

• Light-hearted and 
definitely not academic!  

• Led by Lynn

• Course content 
will be decided after 
introductory meeting 


