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Baptisms – 3 December
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Nessie Wyllie, Montgomery Court  
(27 December)

Alex Esslemont, Borland Crescent  
(19 January)

Billy McAuslan, Bonnyton Drive  
(2 February)
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Musings from the Manse

In the last few weeks, a theme seems to be recurring.  My car had 

an MOT and service, and a note from the doctor reminded me 

that my body could do with the same – some routine tests need 

to be updated.  At church, we’ve had a quinquennial visitation and 

the accounts are being audited for the AGM.  And at home, a glance 

at the use-by dates on some of the stuff at the back of the larder 

(I’m not telling you what they were!) prompted me to make a clear-

out.  Regular stock-taking and checkups are rarely much fun, but the 

discipline of doing them keeps things running smoothly and often 

prevents serious damage from developing.

In the Christian calendar, this time of year (six weeks before Easter) is 

known as Lent.  It gets a bit of a bad press, as we usually associate it 

with giving things up, for no clear reason except a niggling suspicion 

that God is a spoilsport who likes to see us deprive ourselves.    

Perhaps a more positive approach is to see it as time for a spiritual 

MOT – to reflect on our lives before God, check how we’re getting 

on with the healthy and life-giving habits we want to develop, and 

monitor whether potentially negative habits are under control.  I 

know of one regular social drinker who gives up alcohol for Lent, 

simply to prove to himself that he can!

The positive habit of daily prayer and Bible reading is one that 

many of us would like to develop, but struggle with.  Last year 

as a congregation we read Mark’s Gospel together in the weeks 

before Easter, using Bible reading notes to help.  This year we plan 

to do the same with Luke, starting on Sunday 25th February.  The 

sermons during Lent will be based on the Bible readings.  Following 

suggestions from some people last year, we plan to introduce Lent 

breakfasts on Saturday mornings from 10th March – a short and 

informal time to get together with others to share our thoughts on 

what we’re reading, and encourage each other (details inside).  Let’s 

make the commitment to read Luke together during Lent, and build 

into our lives a little more time for God’s word!

It’s worth noting that the traditional Christian Lent – forty days of 

fasting – was followed by seven days of feasting at Easter!  May 

whatever we do in Lent prepare us to celebrate with maximum joy all 

that God wants to give us at Easter.



Our elders are poised to enjoy a follow 
up ‘Away Day’ to Monkton Community 

Church in early March where the day will be 
spent in discussion and prayer as we consider 
in depth the proposals put forward by our 
Restructuring Committee.

Lubricated by coffee and tea, grey cells 
will be working overtime to grasp the new 
opportunities presented which are designed 
to enable the Kirk Session to become more 
involving, certainly within its own ranks 
but more importantly to engage better and 
more directly with our entire congregation. 
The proposals do not involve a great deal of 
change to what we are currently doing as 
a congregation, but they do allow for the 
formation of a more meaningful and effective 
structure which will focus effort in fulfilling 
our purpose and reduce time spent by office-
bearers in endless meetings.  

We have lost several elders in recent months 
and one of the major concerns of the Kirk 
Session is to ensure that we have enough 
elders making regular visits to our members, 
ensuring that they are cared for spiritually and 
sometimes, physically. Part of the restructuring 
proposals may eventually be to redefine some 
elders’ districts and reorganise them, where 
necessary, to ensure that most districts are 
roughly of similar size and that everyone in 
our congregation receives visits from their 
Church as appropriate. In some instances, 
there will be members who may need, 
from time to time, additional visits. In most 
instances, members will only require an elder’s 
visit three or four times a year.  This part of 
the restructuring process, therefore, may take 
a little longer to arrange and will form phase 
two of the proposals. However, the Away Day 
programme will concentrate on phase one 
of the Restructuring Committee’s proposals 
which will, if agreed by the Kirk Session, 
allow a streamlining of our congregation’s 
organisation and let those talented and 
energetic individuals in our midst get on with 
the business of providing the support our 
Minister needs if she is to be successful in her 
purpose of leading this congregation in God’s 
work in the months and years to come. 

Lynn has already led our congregation into 
new and fertile territory and it’s time for us 
to disentangle ourselves from some of the 
vestiges of old habits, concentrate on the 
good and trusted ones and discover some 
new and exciting ones on the way ahead.

The recent Quinquennial Visitation to 
the congregation, headed by the Rev. 
John Whiteford, resulted in a report to 
Presbytery which was a good one and we 
should take great encouragement from 
the report’s conclusion… ‘One and a half 
years into a new ministry the impression 
of this congregation is of one who are 
working hard together to see how they can 
better be the Church in their community. 
The new minister has been the catalyst for 
changing and her experience has brought 
good insights and possible ways forward, 
particularly with regard to young people 
and those outwith the Church – so that 
the Church is more active in its mission. 
Changes in … structures of the Kirk Session 
so that mission might be at the heart of 
the congregation are being backed by the 
Board and Session…. The Committee felt 
good things were happening in Eaglesham 
and were impressed that they are embracing 
change in order to serve Jesus Christ better 
in their community.’ 

The Kirk Session has yet to ratify and 
agree the proposals of the Restructuring 
Committee. There may be some points of 
detail which will require closer discussion 
and, perhaps, alteration but I am hopeful 
that my fellow elders will feel happy with 
the general tenor and content of the work of 
the Committee and we will be encouraged 
to consider in detail the proposals for phase 
two as swiftly as possible following the 
outcome of our Away Day in Monkton.

The Kirk Session has been progressive in 
contemplating some quite bold steps for the 
future of our congregation and the prayers 
of everyone are sought to help us take the 
right decisions for the benefit of us all.

Craig Wishart  Session Clerk

Kirk Session



The recent severe weather has caused 
us considerable concern in all our 

properties and we are trying hard to 
make them wind and watertight again. 
Three lengths of gutter have been 
replaced at the telephone exchange and 
it is scheduled for a repaint in spring.

At the Church the new cupboard for 
CH4 is now in operation and we are 

very grateful to 
Ian Brown for 
matching it to 
its surroundings. 
Two large tree 
limbs have 
blown down in 
the graveyard 
and the council 
have been made 
aware of it. 
We are having 
considerable 
trouble with 
water ingress 
in the steeple 
and around the 

coping below the clock face and it will 
require the steeplejack to investigate and 
repair. Gutters have been cleaned, slates 
replaced and floodlights repaired.

At the Midhall rainwater has again 
caused problems. The gutter between the 

Fabric

Ian Cameron and Ken Paterson get 
stuck into some rewiring in the gallery

A very few wild hyacinths were planted 
in the Orry recently.  I apologise to  

all who would like to have been involved 
but, having collected them the previous 
afternoon, we were somewhat taken 
aback at how fast they were  growing, 
and felt that it was important to get them 
into the ground as soon  as possible. 

I e-mailed those for whom I had 
addresses, but it was at too  short notice.  
However, we did ‘commandeer’ two 
willing little girls who were in the Orry 

Orry Planting

with their mummies, and so at least there 
was a little community involvement. 

I hope to collect seed later on, and 
perhaps also find volunteers willing to 
grow (native) primroses, also for planting 
in the Orry woodland once they are big 
enough. If anyone is interested, please do 
get in touch: 

Marlies MacLean, 

main and rear halls has been replaced and 
slates on the main roof repaired. Repairs 
and redecoration of the storage area 
continues. 

Considerable rainwater damage has 
occurred in the upper room at the 
Carswell Halls. The lead flashing on the 
south tower will require to be replaced 
to prevent further ingress. The room will 
also require to be redecorated. Damaged 
slates on the main roof have been 
replaced.

All of our fire appliances were service 
by the engineer during the first week in 
January. Correctly, only sixteen out of the 
seventeen could be serviced – one having 
‘disappeared’. Since his visit (at a cost of 
£571) the 6kg extinguisher in the storage 
area of the Mid Hall has apparently been 
deliberately discharged.

The Fabric Mole

Stated Annual Meeting

The 2007 Stated Annual Meeting (AGM) 
of Eaglesham Parish Church will take 
place in the Carswell Hall on Thursday 
22 March at 7.30pm. Your attendance 
at this important event would be most 
appreciated.



Eaglesham Church Children’s Holiday Club 
 6-10 August 2007, 10am-12.30 in the Carswell Halls  

Pyramid Rock - learning more about God through the story  
of Joseph in the Bible. All children welcome!!  
(those who were in primary school last year).  

Please put these dates in your diary



Anchor Boys

On behalf of the Anchor Boys Staff I 
would like to wish you all a Happy 

New Year! 2007 ended with the annual 
Christmas Party and a trip to the local 
pantomime ‘Babes in the Wood.’ Both of 
these events were great fun and the boys 
were even given a backstage tour at the 
end of the pantomime.

We have started 2007 on a high. 
On Saturday 3 February we entered 
the district football competition at 
Wardlawhill Parish Church and won, this 
was a brilliant day and the boys enjoyed 
it greatly. 

We have also taken part in a district 
colouring competition and are looking 
forward to a district sports day in March.

We are also looking forward to a 
sponsored bounce evening in March, 
thanks are due to Abacus Bouncy Castles 
for providing us with free use of a bouncy 
castle.

Aside from this we have been carrying 
out our regular activities such as 
decorating biscuits, playing football, 

Eaglesham Church Children’s Holiday Club 
 6-10 August 2007, 10am-12.30 in the Carswell Halls  

Pyramid Rock - learning more about God through the story  
of Joseph in the Bible. All children welcome!!  
(those who were in primary school last year).  

Please put these dates in your diary

looking at stories from the bible and of 
course playing dodgyball!

If you have any questions regarding 
Anchor Boys, please feel free to contact 
me.

Jaclyn Andrews 
Officer in Charge 

Junior Badminton

Both our Junior and Intermediate classes are going from strength to strength with a total roll 
of thirty eight youngsters. We regularly have over thirty attending each week and it is great to 

see young people enjoying themselves whilst at the same time taking part in exercise.

The Club could not continue without the invaluable assistance of Kirsty King and Laura Dykes who 
help with supervision and coaching. David Lough also helps with the junior section and is a great 
asset. The season concludes on Saturday 24 March when we will have our infamous Easter Egg 
Competition.

Due to the growth and popularity of the club we require further assistance with the supervision 
and welfare of the youngsters. I intimated some time ago that after five years I would like 
to pass the running of the club to someone new – unfortunately no suitable candidates have 
come forward. I am prepared to continue with the overall responsibility for the club including 
administration and accounts, however I am not able to commit to every Saturday morning 
between September and April consequently assistance from church members and parents will be 
necessary.

If anyone thinks that they may have an odd Saturday morning free to help with the running of 
the club please get in touch with me for a no obligation chat.

Ian Lightbody



3rd Eaglesham Brownies

The number of Brownies we now have 
continues to increase. We now have 33 

very enthusiastic girls. Since the beginning 
of the year we have made calendars and 
held our own Burns celebrations. The 
girls did some Scottish dancing, had their 
supper of haggis, neeps and tatties and 
recited some Burns poems.

We have started working towards the 
Disability Awareness Badge. The first 
night we carried out activities where the 
senses are used - smelling things in jars, 
feeding jelly to another brownie and 
leading a blindfolded person around the 
room followed by a discussion about how 
it felt. Julie Robertson from Guide Dogs 
for the Blind came along with her 14 
month old black labrador, Travis to speak 
to us on puppy walking. The Brownies 
were all interested in what she had to say 
and loved patting Travis at the end of the 
talk.  

Heather Young from the Deaf Children’s 
Society is coming to speak to us. The 
Brownies have all been learning to sign 
their name using the finger spelling 
alphabet, but most of them have been 
keen enough to learn the whole alphabet. 

We are looking forward to taking some of 
the older Brownies away to camp in June. 
This year we are going to Auchengillan 
Outdoor Centre from 1 to 3 June.  Thanks 
to all for your continued support.

Elaine Wallace

Travis and 
new friends

Junior Section

We are into the New Year and the 
pace changes dramatically. 

Our New Achievement Scheme is coming 
along well and should be completed by 
the end of our session.

We held a Sponsored Bouncy Castle 
Event in January were all the boys in the 
section took part, the staff and boys had 
a great time and I would like to thank 
all the parents and friends for there kind 
donations.

We are running two football teams this 
year with our A team sitting second top 
of the league and our B team enjoying 
themselves and are doing very well. 

Our first competition this year was our 
annual five-a-side tournament at Trinity 
High where we finished 4th so a big 
thanks to Scott Gray and all the boys 
that took part and also the parents who 
helped us with transport.

At the time of writing we are scheduled 
to attend the Kelvin Hall Sports in March 
to defend our title and the results will be 
advised in the next Parish News.

All that is left to do is plan for our forth-
coming Annual Display and our holiday 
weekend away for our P5 and P6 boys. 

Mark T Robertson  
Officer in Charge



The 205th Company Section is at its busiest 
with so many activities and sports going on 

and with great success.

In Badminton we have won the following 
medals -

Battalion Badminton       
Intermediate Gold — C. King
Junior Gold — M. West
Junior Bronze — G. Thomson
Junior Bronze — A. Steel

District Badminton 
Intermediate Gold — C. King
Junior Gold — M. West
Junior Bronze — G. Thomson

In Table Tennis we have won the following
District Table Tennis 
Intermediate Silver — C. King
Intermediate Bronze — J. Hammond
Junior Bronze — M. West

The under 13 seven-a-side football team are 
doing reasonably well and are sitting mid 
table in the league, they have won their 
last three matches wearing the new strips 
generously sponsored by 205th Company staff 
member Graham Crichton of Alba Landscapes.
Cheers Graeme!

The company badge work is just about 
complete with most boys passing camping and 
safety with Christian Faith finishing in the next 
week or two.

Our Queensmen are currently doing 
community work and leadership training 
towards their Queens badge and our 
President’s boys are also busy doing leadership 
coarse work. 

On the outdoor scene Tom took over 20 boys 
to the Scottish Football Association’s Hampden 
Park Museum which was a highly enjoyable 
afternoon for staff and boys. Next will be our 
ski trip and mountain biking day out. 

Over the last few nights I have been putting 
together the dates of activities and events over 
the next few months for your diary.

Staff Bulletin

The company section is now entering a very 
busy time over the next month or so and I felt 
it important to give you dates of these events 
and activities that I will need your help and 
support for as always.

Company Section

February: 

Fri 23 — District Seniors Quiz Carswell Halls

Sat 24 — Ticket selling jumble sale (12:30 pm)

Sun 25 — Camp leadership coarse (1:15pm shops)

Tue 27 — Parents and Friends meeting (6:45pm 
clubroom)

March:   

Sat 3 — Battallion cross country (Bellahouston Park)

Sun 4 — Ticket selling jumble sale (if necessary)

Mon 5 — District Sports Kelvin Hall 

Thur 8 — Jumble sale set up 

Fri 9 — Jumble sale set up

Sat 10 — Jumble sale 

Sun 18 — District Parade (Cathcart Trinity 11:15 
Service)

Wed 21  — Battallion Volleyball (Ibrox Parish 
Church 6:30 shops)

BB Annual Display — Sat 12 May

2nd sitting Barbecue — Sun 10 June

Eaglesham Fair Sat —16 June

BB Annual Camp Kings Cross Arran — 13 -20 July 

Richard Burt  
Officer in Charge

The 205th seven-a-side team sport the new strip  
sponsored by Alba Landscapes



On Thursday 11 January Dr 
Roger Jacob laid down 

his baton as leader of the 
Choir. At the end of practice 
we enjoyed a supper prepared 
by the ladies, followed by the 
presentation of a painting 
of the Church by Alistair 
Anderson. Roger, in thanking 
us for the gift, said that it 
would be a constant reminder 
of his happy involvement 
with Eaglesham Parish Church 
Choir.

At the 11am service on 
Sunday 21 January the 
Session Clerk introduced Peter 
Howard to the congregation 
as our new organist and 
choirmaster. Peter is a student 
at Strathclyde University. He 
has a long association with 
Greenbank Parish Church 

Choir

where his parents are both 
members and where he has 
on occasion assisted in the 
playing of the organ.

Peter is an extremely talented 
musician as I am sure those 
who have attended Church 
recently will have recognised. 
We in the choir are delighted 
with his leadership and know 
that he will have a great 

influence in our musical 
praise.

During the last year we 
have unfortunately seen 
the retirement of some of 
our choir members and so 
we require additional voices 
both male and female. We 
know from hymn singing that 
there are many fine voices 
in the congregation. Please 
consider joining us in our very 
happy fellowship on Thursday 
evenings. If you are interested 
in joining just make yourself 
known to any choir member 
or simply come along on 
a Thursday evening to the 
Carswell Hall Upper Room 
at 7.30pm when you will be 
made most welcome.

Stirling Douglas

1st Eaglesham Guide Unit

As another session is well underway, the 
girls have been very busy bees. A games 

night for the first night back in January to 
shake off the Christmas blues and set us all up 
for the next few weeks. We then enjoyed a 
Scottish evening with some Gay Gordons, the 
Canadian Barn Dance 
and Dashing White 
Sergeant. Some of the 
Guides entertained us 
with dancing, gym-
nastics, singing, the 
playing of instruments 
and Burns poetry. A 
visit to Clarkston Fire 
Station was then 
on the agenda. The 
girls loved using the 
fire hose, sitting in a 
fire rescue unit, and 
trying on some the 
equipment.  Not only was this fun but very 
educational and did teach us all to be a bit 
more attentive towards electrical equipment 
and candles.  With love in the air some of the 

girls Lauren, Kathryn and Aisha sat their Party 
Planner badge and treated us to a ‘Pink & Red 
Party’ in aid of SCIAF, raising £28. Our Thinking 
Day Service on 18 February was well attended 
by Rainbows, Brownies and Guides. It was a 
lovely service. After the mid term break the 

Eiffel Tower Patrol 
arranged a health and 
beauty night with a 
nail bar, makeovers, 
hairdressing, jewellery 
and smoothie making 
and a spot of aero-
bics, phew! Yes the 
girls are all kept busy 
and their enthusiasm 
for activities is great, 
in the next few weeks 
each patrol will be 
taking turns to run 
the evening and we 

look forward to seeing what the girls give us 
to do.   
Louise Lightbody
Guide Guider



Thursday Group

We felt that we had the first glimmer of 
early spring on the day of our Charity 

Coffee Morning on 3 February. Perhaps the 
weather helped encourage so many of you 
to join us on the day and enabled us to raise 
the marvellous total of £660. Four different 
charities will benefit from this – Guide Dogs for 
the Blind, Rainbow House, Eastwoodhill and 
Williamwood House. We would like to say a 
very big thank you to everyone to supported us 
in whatever way.

Over this part of the session we have enjoyed 
exploring our theme ‘ Honouring the Body’ in 
topics covering fashion ,food and fitness. No 
doubt you will have noticed a new confidence 
in our body image!

On 14 February 
our guests were 
Gille Davidson 
and Ian Wood 
of Scottish Love 
in Action (a 
Guild Project 
Partner) who 
gave us an 
illustrated talk 
on their work 
in India. Gille 
was recently 
awarded 
an MBE for 
‘Services to 
children in the 
UK and India’. 

Visit www.sla-india.org for more information 
about their wonderful work with ‘Dalit’ 
(untouchable) destitute children.

We are now coming to the last few weeks of 
the session but there is still time for you to join 
us as we have several interesting evenings to 
come 

28 Feb - Objects from the Burrell
7 March - Wedding dresses through the ages
14 March - Rainbow House
21 March - St James Singers
28 March - AGM with Anne Cowan, piano

We look froward to welcoming you.

Hannah Fraser & Margaret Pitcairn

The Guild

We started this year with some line dancing 
with Helen Stevenson.  We all looked the 

part wearing our glittery cowboy hats!  We 
then had our Burns lunch – always a popular 
meeting. We welcomed Tommy McManus and 
Jim Houston from the Parkinson’s Self Help 
Group to our next meeting and had a very 
entertaining and interesting talk from them.  
Tommy has had Parkinson’s for ten years and 
proves to be an inspiration to others with his 
positive attitude.  The Group have another 
three meetings before the end of the session. 
Dawn Graham, volunteer development co-
ordinator, from the 3D Drumchapel Project 
is coming to speak to us about their work.  
We then have a craft afternoon with Fiona 
Hamilton doing some Easter crafts. Our final 
meeting is our Annual General Meeting on 
Thursday 22 March.  Our charity coffee morning 
is on Saturday 3 March in the Carswell Hall 
from 10-12 noon. The money raised is being 
divided between our three charities - Action 
Medical Research, Isobel Mair School and the 
Parkinson’s Self Help Group.  The Thursday 
Group would like to thank the Aunties for their 
hard work looking after our children. Without 
them we wouldn’t be able to meet. Thanks 
also go to the rest of the committee and to the 
Guild for their help and support over the year.

Elaine Wallace 
Thursday Group Convenor

With apologies to Fay Lyons who was 
wrongly reported in the last issue as 

taking over from Jean Horn as Transport 
Organiser. Fay has in fact been in the 
post since 2000. Fay can be contacted by 
phone if you want to help Kirk Carers.

Kirk Carers erratum

Please note that because of the dates of 
Easter, April’s Second Sitting will be on the 

FIRST Sunday in April (1 April) which is Palm 
Sunday.  We look forward to seeing you!

Second Sitting



Christmas at the Nuru Centre (from Graham Wilson in Tanzania)

That was the best Christmas 
meal we’ve ever had!’ 

said a delighted Charles 
Konea, minister of Mbezi 
Beach Presbyterian Church, 
Dar es Salaam. By that 
he meant that the whole 
event, which included some 
warm-up speeches, singing 

by a makeshift choir 
of visitors (two 

Ugandan and 
one Tanzanian 

student from the University) 
and a lengthy and heartfelt 
prayer of thanks, was very 
good indeed!

With numbers down a bit from last year 
there was loads of food and drink to go round 
some very appreciative disabled adults. The 
reason numbers were down was because a few 
gatecrashers appeared last year’s event – but 
they were no more disabled than most of us 
organizing the event!  So the ticket this year 
said quite bluntly – ‘genuinely disabled people 
only are welcome’! 

A group of about 12 able-bodied helpers 
served the disabled adults in their seats. Mostly 
without crutches, and often with flip-flops on 
their hands, they drag themselves along the 
ground with great skill and climb up on to the 
seats unaided.

Once again this year the atmosphere was set 
by a ‘DJ’ playing well-known Christian hymns, 
and after the meal, many took to the floor to 
dance. The politically correct phrase, ‘other-
abled’ immediately came to mind, as they 
displayed a great variety of modes of dancing 
on the floor or on their crutches.

As they clambered with difficulty aboard the 
three buses to go ‘home’ (for many home is 
simply a crude shelter in Mnazi Moja, a central 
park in Dar es Salaam) – there was such joy 
and laughter in the air, we can only say it was 
a great way to spend Christmas Day.  We just 
wish that those of you who so generously 
contributed to make the event possible could 
have been there!

Graham 

To read and see more of what is  

happening in Tanzania go to —

www.imbaseni-trust.org.uk

Pastor Charles Konea, Elizabeth Cornish, Graham and Frances Wilson

Other-abled 
dancing at 
the Christmas 
Party  



Letters to the Editor  

Dear Doug,

We wonder if we could, through the 
Parish News, express our gratitude 
to all members and friends of 
Eaglesham Parish Church who have 
supported the fabric fund ceilidhs 
over the past years. 

The next ceilidh (17 March book 
your tickets now!) will mark our 
retirement but Sheila Lamont and 
Christine McDiarmid have risen to 
the challenge and we wish them as 
much support as we have received.

Thanks again for the lovely flowers 
we received at the last ceilidh.

Nan Stirling &  
Christine McCubbin

No ladies, we should 
be thanking you 
for the wonderful 
achievement of raising 
over £10,000! Well 
done and enjoy your 
retirement! - Ed

Dear Doug,

I do not think that anyone would 
dispute that we are a caring 
congregation. However one or two of 
us fall down on a one-to-one caring 
basis when attending Sunday 
worship. I refer to able bodied and 
younger among us who arrive early 
enough to park at the front and side 
of the Church where there is only 
space for about a dozen cars all told.
This forces disabled badge holders 
and the elderly to park further away 
and walk in all weathers or risk a 
fine by parking on the yellow lines 
down towards the traffic lights, 
which is not permitted 8am - 10pm, 
seven days a week, being a standard 
restriction basically to protect 
pedestrians.

I am sure that this is done not 
thoughtlessly but rather simply 
without realising who it will affect. 
May I suggest that those of us who 
can, park nearby and walk rather 
than immediately outside the 
Church.

Yours sincerely

 Jim Gellately

Thanks for you comments Jim and for your 
letter to the Congregational Board on the 
same subject which resulted in the issue 
being raised in the Sunday service bulletin. 
We are very fortunate to have the temporary 
use of the Cross Keys car park which helps 
to alleviate the problem but this will not last 
forever.  - Ed
(PS The only time I get to the Church early 
enough to park close is when I’m on door 
duty!)



At the Congregational Board on 25 January 
it was agreed that the Church should join 

the local Neighbourhood Watch. This does not 
really create any additional work for anyone 
since good neighbours already keep an eye on 
each others property, but it does give a formal 
approach to the Community Police service, and 
some insurers do offer discounts of about 10% 
on their premium. 

Membership allows access 
to a web based information 
site detailing local trends and 
a range of security fittings 
including low cost intruder 
alarms which can be hired for 
short periods or purchased 

outright. We have restarted the watch at the 
bottom of Montgomery Street and hope that it 
will expand up the street and into the Square 
very soon. Douglas McLachlan is planning to 
start another in Polnoon Street.

The Community Policing Department is 
very supportive and would like to see this 
developed more widely. Why not speak to your 
neighbours and set up another group in your 
area? It can be as few as 3 or 4 up to a dozen 
or more with a local coordinator.

The Area organiser is Tom Taylor, a retired 
Police Sergeant from Stamperland. He can be 
contacted at eastrennhwa@hotmail.com. He 
can provide literature and information, not to 
mention encouragement.

Allan McLaren is the local police contact

Ronald McLean

(more information can be obtained from 
eastrennhw.blogspot.com/   — Ed)

Neighbourhood Watch

Guide Dogs for the Blind

Beware of Charity Scams

Over the past few months many of you will 
have received through your letterbox 

leaflets and plastic bags from purported 
charities requesting donations of all sorts 
of household goods and clothing. The most 
request items are shoes and clothing, tools, 
mobiles, spectacles, watches and jewellery.

The BBC Watchdog team investigated similar 
‘charities’ operating in England and reported 
their discoveries in a program last November. 
The investigation revealed that the goods 
donated were being sold both here in the UK 
and in eastern europe and the money raised 
was not going to charity. Their advice was ‘to 
only give goods to charities who print their 
registered charity numbers on both leaflets 
and collecting bag’. The results of their 
investigation was passed to the CPS.

However, one of the ‘charities’ operating in 
the Eaglesham area has an official looking 
registration number on its leaflet and bags. 
A quick check on the Charities Commission 
website revealed that it was not a UK 
registration number but an unauthenticted 
Polish number and therefore invalid as a charity 
under the Charities Act (all Scottish registered 
numbers begin with SC). The contact telephone 
number given was an unanswered mobile 
phone. East Renfrewshire Trading Standards, 
the Charities Commission and Strathclyde Police 
have been made aware of the operation and 
are currently investigating. It is recommended 
that you only give to reputable charities with 
whom you are familiar and, if you are in any 
way suspicious, to phone the charity (using the 
telephone directory listed number) to confirm 
that they are collecting in your area.

The danger is that trust and confidence in 
charitable giving is undermined and that 
resources which could be used to help the truly 
needy are being diverted straight into the 
pockets of criminals.

Why not consider giving your excess household 
goods to the STARTERPACKS Charity (SC029961). 
They are particularly looking for crockery, 
cutlery, kitchen utensils, towels etc to assist 
homeless families and individuals take 
up tenancies in the Glasgow area. Sandy 
McIlwham is the local co-ordinator and can be 
contacted by telephone.

Details from www.starterpacks.org.uk

Nan Stirling would like to 
thank all who gave stamps 
over Christmas and will 
be happy to receive them 
until the end of the year 
when Guide Dogs for the 
Blind will start a new fund 
raising venture.



Baptismal Babies

Daniel Cook (3 December) Nikki Cuthbertson (3 December)

Lent breakfasts  
Saturday mornings 8.45-
9.30am, Carswell Halls 10 
March until 7 April. A bacon 
butty breakfast - informal 
discussion around tables - 
encouraging ourselves to read 
Luke’s Gospel before Easter, 
reflecting on it and sharing 
our questions and insights 
with each other. No special 
qualifications required  all are 
invited to come - 
an excellent preparation for 
Easter!  

FOOD FOR 
    THOUGHT! 



Ed’s Postscript

Congratulations to all three of you (I told you it was a stinker!) 
for identifying last issue’s photo as being the bandstand at Nairn. 
However Peter Primrose’s was the entry drawn from the hat — well 
done Peter. Peter has provided this issue’s photo — a west highland 
village but one where MacBeth wielded his power????? 

Answers to the editor - no prizes just satisfaction!

I was up at the Church one day and, parking in Montgomery 
Square, I went to enter the churchyard by the side gate only to 
find it padlocked with a stout chain. It turns out that this is a 
measure reluctantly taken by the Fabric Committee in an attempt 
to combat the ongoing vandalism at the Church. The west gate is 
soon to be similarly padlocked leaving the vestry gate as the only 
entry when the Church is not in use. So sad that we have to resort 
to these measures. At January’s meeting the Congregational 
Board voted to join the local Neighbourhood Watch scheme. 
Our Church and buildings are precious to us so please if you are 
passing the Church and see or hear anything suspicious especially 
at night DO NOT CONFRONT THE INDIVIDUALS, phone the police 
and report it. 

Doug


