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Parish News 
EAGLESHAM PARISH CHURCH

The Carswell Centre open, blessed and in action…….

The Carswell Centre was formally opened and blessed on May 6th with an afternoon ceremony 
and evening ceilidh. The photo selection also includes the catering team from Chomno In’s 
visit to us in March.

June 2016
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Notices 

Funerals 

Mrs Barbara Dykes Netherenoch Farm 
Died March 25th
Ian M Cameron 12 Crofthead Place N/M 
Died in Mearnskirik Hospital, April 8th

Weddings
Katrina Millar and Gordon Ross Hamilton on 
May14th
Gillian Green and Adam Wardrop on April 8th

mailto:macintyre74@btinternet.com
mailto:macintyre74@btinternet.com
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From the Manse 
Dear Friends  

Shirley and I have now been with you for 3 
months - and what a wonderful 3 months it 
has been. We both enjoy the strong sense of 
community that exists in Eaglesham and the 
friendliness of the people.  It is not unusual for 
a walk to the shops in the village to take more 
than an hour – but it gives plenty of 
opportunity for engagement with churched and 
unchurched. This morning I met volunteers 
from TREE – a busy group of local ladies 
maintaining and stocking the planters that 
greet you when you arrive in the village.  
Amongst them were a number of members of 
our congregation, I always find it encouraging 
when I meet church people on the   outside 
working on community projects with others 
from the village.  

Community engagement is vital aspect of 
Church of church life.   Believers in Jesus 
Christ are simply in the world— Just as Jesus 
was physically present—but not of it, not part 
of its values (John 17:14-15). As believers, we 
should be set apart from the world. This is the 
meaning of being holy and living a holy, 
righteous life—to be set apart. We are not to 
engage in the sinful activities the world 
promotes, nor are we to retain the insipid, 
corrupt mind that the world creates. Rather, 
we are to conform ourselves, and our minds, 
to that of Jesus Christ (Romans 12:1-2). This 
is a daily activity and commitment. 

Being in the world means engaging with it but 
not being led astray by it. – Jesus wants you 
doing his work in the world engaging, helping 
and healing just like He did.  The book of 
James tells of how faith without works are 
dead – from that we learn that the fruit of faith 
is engagement with others – God calls the 
church to active engagement - he calls us to 
steward over creation by taking care of the 
environment. He calls us to bring good news 
to those we share the planet with. Being in the 
world is necessary if we are to be salt and 
light to our communities,  

We are to live in such a way that those outside 
the faith see our good deeds and our manner 
and know that there is something “different”  

  

about us. Christians who make every 
effort to live, think and act like those 
who do not know Christ do Him a great 
disservice. Even the heathen knows that 
“by their fruits you shall know them,” and 
as Christians, we should exhibit the fruit 
of the Spirit within us.  This includes how 
people perceive our relationships with 
others of faith. I find encouraging the 
relationship that has developed with St 
Bridget’s. That is also a wonderful example 
of witness, that we can look beyond 
centuries of division and meet in unity.  

Being “in” the world also means we can 
enjoy the things of the world, such as 
the beautiful creation God has given us, 
but we are not to immerse ourselves in 
what the world values, nor are we to 
chase after worldly pleasures. Pleasure 
is no longer our calling in life, as it once 
was, but rather the worship of God. 

Have a wonderful summer - may people 
know you are Christians by your Love 

Blessings  

Andrew, 

Other News from the manse -  

Tasha the new Black Labrador pup is 
settling into manse and village life and 
looking forward to meeting our younger 
people on her walks through the village with 
her big little sisters – Misty and Bracken .  
Hopefully she will also meet her sister Sky, 
mum Bramble and Gran Abbey when she is 
out walking.   No doubt our younger people 
can look forward to some stories about 
Tasha as she grows up.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%252017.14-15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%252012.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%252017.14-15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%252012.1-2
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Session notes 
The Kirk Session continues its work, maybe with a 
longing glance towards the end of June and its 
summer break! 
The past year has been challenging for the 
Session as it continued to work hard during our 
recent Vacancy in making sure that all the 
necessary business was carried out in the many 
varied areas of church life. The detail of our Team 
Conveners is on page 2 and I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank them, and the members of 
their Teams (not only Elders but non-Elders as 
well) for their commitment in keeping ‘the show on 
the road’. 
Andrew has survived (!) his first few Session 
Meetings, and I sense that we will be working well 
together in guiding the church in Eaglesham in the 
future. 
One area for future development is the use of our 
new magnificent Carswell Centre, which was 
officially opened and blessed at the beginning of 
May. We were pleased to welcome a number of 
friends and supporters to this event, including Lynn 
and Stuart McChlery. This was a great occasion, 
with the formal ceremony being followed by a well 
supported evening Ceilidh. Many thanks to Doug 
Lamont who led the Team which organised these 
events. 
And finally, I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish you all a good summer, whether you are 
spending it here in Eaglesham or in far flung 
places, like Arran! 
Wendy Armstrong 
Session Clerk 
01355 302346 
wendy.armstrong2@btinternet.com 

PASTORAL/FELLOWSHIP TEAM 
The Pastoral Care Team runs an annual 'Wine 
and Nibbles' evening for groups of people who 
have made a significant contribution to church 
life. In the past we have invited, for example, those 
who provide coffees after the Sunday and 
Wednesday Services, and those who donate, 
arrange and distribute flowers on Sundays. Those 
invited to this year's event, on Friday 27th May, 
were the volunteer beadles, along with those  
who had served on the Buildings and Fund Raising 
Groups for the Carswell Project. Olive Reid and 
Fay Lyons organised the food, and  
David Reid performed his barman duties expertly.

The Walking Group continues to flourish, 
usually with about four car loads heading out 
of the village at 10am on the second and 
fourth Wednesdays of each month. Walks are 
4 to 5 miles in length, and aim to finish, or 
pass by, a decent coffee shop. Our most 
recent wa lk was a t Cast le Semple , 
Lochwinnoch, along the loch shore, on to a 
former railway line converted into a cycle path, 
then into woodland with a stunning display of 
bluebells. The next walk on Wednesday 8th 
June will be at Culzean. 

The Team organises occasional visits to 
Museums and other places of interest. These 
have included a visit to 'The Hampden 
Experience', a tour of Central Station and 
several trips to the Museum Resource Centre  
at Nitshill. Our best attended outing combined 
the Transport Museum and the Viking Stones 
in Govan Church. We are still hoping to visit  
Tunnock's, heavily in demand since the 
Commonwealth Games, and might offer 
Dumfries House and the Falkirk Wheel if there 
were sufficient interest. Let Sandy Robertson 
or John Lyons know if either of these is  
of interest.

Admiring sculptures at Castle Semple

Men wanted….a note from David Reid 

Have we got some men out there who would be 
willing to spend some time visiting the senior men 
of the congregation who would like some 
company? 
The carers would like to know. 
Please contact Sandy Robertson tel. 0141 644 
3345

mailto:wendy.armstrong2@btinternet.com
mailto:wendy.armstrong2@btinternet.com
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BB Notes 

Junior Section 
Another excellent session in the Junior Section 
was rounded off by our well attended annual 
display on the 12th May. 
The list below is our Main Display Award Winners: 
Footballer of the Year: Ethan Hill 
The Billy McAuslan Trophy: Mark Robson 
Best Squad: Loch Etive – Elliot Moffat (Leading 
Boy), Sam Hanna, Brandon Carson, Jamie 
Coulthard and John Gardner 
Best Boy: Fraser Robertson 

This session has seen 26 boys attend Junior 
Section on a Thursday night with 6 members of 
staff to supervise – a great team effort with all our 
boys achieving their badges! Our Junior Section 
holiday weekend at Carronvale House was 
another major success with excellent weather, an 
action packed sports programme and lots of 
happy boys in attendance! Our best camper this 
year was Josh McPhail 
We are the district Swimming and Superstars 
champions for this session and also the 5 aside 
football champions with our “A” team placing first 
and our “B” team placing third.  
We have a terrific group of 10 boys leaving us this 
year to go on to the Company Section. All the staff 
would like to thank them for their hard work over 
the past 3 years and wish them all the best as 
they progress in the Boys Brigade. 
Finally a big thankyou to everyone who has made 
this session possible. We will do it all again 
starting back on Thursday 8th September 2016. 
Have a great Summer! 
Adam Nealis/Ronan Cunningham 
Joint OIC Junior Section

Staff team at Carronvale, Larbert - Adam, Janice, 
Ronan, Mark and Gary

Anchor Boys 

Another busy year at Anchor Boys is now 
complete, finishing with a night of rounders in 
the sunny Orry! [see back page photo] Our 
Annual Display and Inspection on 17th May 
allowed us to reflect on the session and reward 
the boys for their dedication throughout the 
year. The following prizes were awarded on the 
night by our Inspecting Officer, Marlyn 
McInnes: 
Best Squad: Yellow Squad - Jack Blakely, 
Oliver Donnelly, Aaron Forrester, Harry 
Robertson, Liam Turner, Finlay Ballard, Sam 
McPhail, Hamish Morton, Calan Graham & 
Jamie Gardiner. 
Bible Knowledge: Nathan Chalmers 
Runner up Best Boy: Nathan Chalmers 
Best Boy: Alexander Graham 
8 of our boys have now completed their time at 
Anchor Boys and will be moving on to Junior 
Section after the summer holidays. They will be 
missed, however they are simply making room 
for more boys to come and join in the fun! If 
you know of any boys who will be in P1-3 next 
session please bring them along when we start 
back on Tuesday 6th September! Please don't 
hesitate to contact us for any further info!  
Have a great summer everyone! 
Elaine & Gordon 
anchorboys205@gmail.com 

Company Section 
Sure and steadfast for another year. The 
Company Section concluded the year with our 
Annual Display on Saturday 21st May. After 
months of rehearsals, the finished product went 
without flaw. Parents and friends were treated 
to displays of drill, bugle band and lots of 
vaulting. We were delighted to have Mr Geoff 
Greenlaw, former boy and international 
software company director, as our inspecting 
off icer. Special mention goes to Sam 
Ballantyne who picked up this year's Best 
Recruit and also to Adam "Boris" Bennett who 
was unanimously voted as Best Boy for the 
session 2015/16. I'd like to thank all who 
attended and the biggest commendation goes 
to the boys themselves. The countdown is now 
on for Camp 2016. From Friday 15th to Sunday 
24th July, we will be camping at Kingscross 
Point, Isle of Arran. It truly is the highlight of the 
BB year and we hope to see as many boys as 
possible. Wishing everyone the very best of 
summers,  
Greg Cunningham O/C. 

mailto:anchorboys205@gmail.com
mailto:anchorboys205@gmail.com
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3rd Eaglesham Brownies 

We have had a busy final session in Brownies.  
We held a Promise ceremony where all our new 
girls made their Brownie promise.  We worked 
towards our Friend to Animal Badge and were 
delighted to invite Dave from Owl Magic along to 
show off his wonderful collection of owls. The 
girls were all delighted to have a chance to hold 
the owls and he told them all about the different 
types of owl. We held a summer party where we 
danced and played some games.  Our final night 
of the session will be at the Glasgow Climbing 
Academy where we will be trying bouldering! 
As we approach the end of this year at Brownies 
I am pleased to report that someone has come 
forward to take over.  Carrie Sanderson, one of 
our mums will be running the pack along with 
Amy Morrison and a couple of mums.  We are 
very grateful to Carrie for coming forward and 
know that she will be great in the role.  If anyone 
would still like to help there would certainly still be 
plenty to do!  I would like to thank Angela 
Coubrough for all her support  and help over the 
last eight years and also to our young leaders 
Elise and Amy.  
Brownies will resume on Monday 5th September 
for the next session in the Montgomerie Hall from 
5.45-7.00pm.  Wishing everyone a wonderful and 
hopefully dry summer. 
With many thanks for your support over the last 
twenty years, I now sign off for the last time. 

Elaine Wallace (Brownie Guide Guider) 

Messy Church 
 ‘a way of being church for families involving fun’ 
Messy Church goes from strength to strength. 
The most recent date was on Friday 3rd June in 
the Carswell Centre and was a huge success. 
There were more families than ever attending 
and everyone seemed to enjoy the crafts, bible 
teaching and delicious food that was on offer. 
The theme was Abraham and Sarah. 
Thanks to all the helpers that came along and of 
course to the ladies from the guild who always 
give us such a wonderful feast. 
For more info contact Kirsty Clark or Fiona 
Kettlewell 

Prince and Princess of Wales Hospice

Dr Laura Kelly, Director of PPW Hospice and Eaglesham resident

Glasgow’s Hospice needs your help. The Prince & 
Princess of Wales Hospice, which cares for patients 
across south Glasgow and East Renfrewshire, is 
recruiting volunteers. 
The search is on for people who can give up their 
time to drive patients to clinic appointments at the 
hospice or to its outreach clinics in Pollokshaws and 
Castlemilk, said Dr Laura Kelly, lead consultant at 
the hospice who lives in Eaglesham. 
More than 2000 patients from East Renfrewshire 
have received free palliative care from the hospice 
in the past five years. 
 “Donating time is a fantastic way to gain 
experience, learn new skills and meet people. No 
matter how much time you have to spare, it all 
makes a difference,” said Dr Kelly. 
The Prince & Princess of Wales Hospice is a charity, 
founded in 1980. Its specialist staff and wonderful 
volunteers are trained to work with those individuals 
and families who are living with significant 
challenges to their health and wellbeing. 
In day care and on the wards, more than 1200 
patients and families are cared for every year.  The 
hospice depends on the generosity of supporters 
and the community to raise the £3 million annually in 
voluntary donations that is required to maintain its 
invaluable services. 
To volunteer at The Prince & Princess of Wales 
Hospice email catriona.macleod@ppwh.org.uk or 
call 0141 429 5599.

mailto:catriona.macleod@ppwh.org.uk
mailto:catriona.macleod@ppwh.org.uk
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King of the Road 

You may have read it first in East Kilbride 
News. Ronald, leader of team MacLean has 
again completed the annual Etape Caledonia 
cycle ride raising funds for Marie Curie 
Cancer Care. With a current age cut off of 
80, the organisers have threatened that this 
may be his swansong. But your parish mag 
editor who has previously completed the 
course can confirm that any such retiral will 
not be due to lack of fitness. Though 
significantly younger he would have had 
great difficulty keeping up with Ronald’s 
13mph average over the 81 mile course 
round Lochs Tummel and Rannoch and over 
the shoulder of Schiehallion. A great advert 
for an active lifestyle! 

Team MacLean celebrate

Christian Aid Week. May 15 - 21 

In Eaglesham we do not currently have a 
door to door collection during Christian Aid 
Week. However the opportunity to donate 
through envelopes available at the Sunday 
services at the start and end of the week 
raised £570. 
Bangladesh was the charity’s focal country 
for this year's Week. The low-lying nation is 
among the world's most disaster-prone 
countries, and one of the most vulnerable 
to climate change. It suffers from extreme 
temperatures, erratic rainfall, and an 
increasing number of floods, cyclones and 
droughts. Christian Aid aimed to highlight 
how these natural disasters leave poor 
communities in a precarious position, and 
without food or shelter. 
These risks were then illustrated on May 
21 when Cyclone Roanu battered 
Bangladesh's southern coastline, forcing 
500,000 people from their homes. 
Torrential rains, floods and landslides killed 
21 people, left over 200 injured and 
damaged nearly 85,000 homes, as water 
submerged houses, cut off roads, 
destroyed crops and uprooted trees. 
Other churches in the Eastwood area have 
kept up the traditional Christian Aid Week 
collection. If you feel you could help re-
establish it in Eaglesham contact Giles 
Blair, Duncan MacIntyre or another 
member of the Outreach team.

Book Review.  
The shed that fed a million children. 

This has to be one of the most inspiring books I have 
ever read.  Written by Magnus MacFarlane Burrows it is 
the story of a man who was too shy to cope with 
university but who had the faith and capacity to found a 
charity called Mary's Meals.  Like many others I had 
heard of the charity and admired the simple but effective 
way that it works. I had no idea of its origins starting with 
a mercy mission to war-torn Bosnia. Brought up in 
Dalmally by parents who ran a retreat house Burrows 
was grounded in a life of faith and met many interesting 
characters who came through the doors of his home. 
Perhaps it was this upbringing which broadened his mind 
to the possibility of such a venture. 
Burrows style is very self-effacing. You can't help but like 
him! He takes the reader along with him until the end of 
the book where my reaction like many others was to say : 
"This is fantastic - What can I do to help?" 
The idea of providing one daily meal to children in their 
place of education is so simple yet its impact is profound: 
- changing the lives of a million children and countless 
numbers of adults throughout the world. What particularly 
strikes me about this book is the almost subversive way 
Burrows goes about feeding the world's poorest children. 
He is not going round persuading governments to change 
policies or going to the top. He seeks out people on the 
ground (invariably a Catholic priest!) and works from 
there. 
When we get so overwhelmed by constant bad news this 
book is a great antidote - a testament to what can be 
achieved when someone has the courage and faith not to 
get overwhelmed but to steadfastly follow a different 
course - and to inspire people to come along with him in 
the adventure that is Mary's Meals. 

Flo MacIntyre



Hidden Christians. Steve Aisthorpe returned 
to his Highland home after 12 years in Nepal 
and found that many local folk had stopped 
going to church. But their Christian faith 
remained. This observation and a role with the 
Mission and Discipleship Council led him the 
explore the stories and faith journeys of 
‘churchless Christians’. The results are varied 
and o f ten cha l lenge genera l l y he ld 
assumptions about ‘church leavers’. It is all, 
with accompanying cartoons, presented in his  
book ‘The Invisible Church’. 

Christian witness in Sri Lanka. Rebuilding 
peace between Hindu Tamils and Buddhist 
Sinhalese is challenging and democracy 
remains fragile. Ebe Joseph, General 
Secretary of the National Christian Council, 
feels that as Christians who come from both 
major ethnic communities they have a unique 
opportunity to work with both sides in 
ensuring stability and helping Sri Lanka 
evolve. 
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Life and Work…The Church of Scotland’s magazine

What joy when an i-phone left at school was 
retrieved. James Simpson discusses the 
benefits and dangers of smart phones. A man 
asks the operator for the number of the Shell 
garage in Liverpool. “Which one?” “The one in 
which I’m locked in the toilet”. But also a 
mother’s story of a teenager texting his best 
friend to say sorry that his father had died. Mum 
believed that empathy in such a situation called 
for conversation. Son thought this would be 
intrusive. Does digital communication risk a 
retreat from face-to-face conversation?

Harmonious polyphony. The link between 
playing the blues harmonica and the need for a 
theological mix in the Church of Scotland, as 
seen by Ron Ferguson via Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
The Church needs both tradition and the creative 
adventure of the holy spirit. And Bonhoeffer’s 
musical parallel - an enduring melody or cantus 
firmus  which can be enhanced by the polyphony 
of other melodies. 
Or Ron on how pets and children can undermine 
pomposity. “Mummy”, a child asked loudly during 
a long sermon, “is it still Sunday?” 

Economic Divestment. The idea of ethical 
investment is longstanding - avoiding companies 
involved in for example tobacco or arms trading. 
The current climate change divestment campaign 
wants pensions and other large savings funds to 
boycott fossil fuel companies. Prince Charles and 
the World Council of Churches support. The 
Church of England and Edinburgh University do 
not, preferring ‘change through engagement’. The 
Church of Scotland’s policy forbids investment in 
alcohol, armaments, gambling and tobacco. 
There is growing pressure for fossils fuels to be 
added to the list.

The International Justice Mission is a global 
team of Christian lawyers and others who provide 
support or training where legal help is needed or 
where justice systems need strengthening. Much 
of their work addresses modern day slavery and 
child and sexual abuse. Laws are usually in place 
but the challenge is how to have them enforced. 
IJM currently works on these issues in 20 
communities around the world. 

We are ‘spiritual stardust’. The greatest 
challenge facing the Church is not atheism or 
secularism but materialism - not financial but 
in the scientific view that there is only the 
world of matter and physical forces. This 
excludes the spiritual, the Wisdom of God. It is 
in accepting both physical and spiritual from 
the beginning of time that Scott McKenna 
comes up with this catchy phrase.

Churches have histories. Old KIlpatrick is an 
example. The site of the fort at the Western end of 
the Antonine wall. A probable 9th century monastery 
followed by a 12th century stone church. The 
medieval parish named after the legend of St Patrick 
being born by the Clyde. Then major changes with 
the industrialisation and population expansion of the 
18th and 19th centuries leading to a new church 
from 1812. More recently blitz damage and 
restoration to be a continuing focal point in the 
village.

All this has featured in the last three months in Life and Work, the Church of Scotland’s 
monthly magazine. Read topics and news from around Scotland and abroad. Find out 
which issues generate most response from the pews and how this is illustrated by 
cartoon. Enjoy regular columnists - the wit and wisdom of Rev Ron Ferguson and Very 
Rev Dr James Simpson, and theological insights from Rev Scott McKenna. Available 
through the church by annual subscription. Contact Alan McBrair at 303484 or 
macintyre74@btinternet.com
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From The Wider Church

The General Assembly, May 21 - 27  
• Encouraged Crossreach - CofS social care 

provider - to pay all staff at least the Living 
Wage 

• Overwhelmingly backed the case for UK 
staying in European Union 

• Voted not to invest in companies whose major 
business depends on the extraction and sale of 
‘the most unclean energy sources’ - fossil fuels 

• Confirmed the Columba Declaration to enter 
into an ecumenical relationship with the Church 
of England 

• Welcomed the Archbishop of Canterbury who 
made history when he became the first head of 
the Church of England to take part in a debate 

• Established a group to examine whether elders 
could administer sacraments 

• Passed by a narrow margin a vote opposing all 
corporal punishment of children, including 
smacking 

• Extended to marriage the previous provisions 
for gay ministers in civil partnerships 

• Called on UK and Scottish governments to do 
more to eliminate fuel poverty 

• Recognising falling numbers of ministers, 
initiated an exploration of ‘hub-style’ ministry 

Golf challenge 
Rt. Rev. Dr. Russell Barr, Moderator of the 
General Assembly, announced that the 
Moderator’s Challenge this year would be golf 
related to raise money in aid of CrossReach’s 
Children and Family Services. Dr. Barr was a 
schoolboy golf champion and had aspirations to 
be a professional in the sport before going into 
the ministry. The event takes place at The Royal 
Burgess in Edinburgh on Thursday Sept 22nd 
featuring a bacon roll, four ball golf round and two 
course lunch. Registration from June 6th at 
crossreachevents.org.uk 
[The Royal Burgess claims to be the oldest 
golfing society in the world] 

Ross Greer stood as a Green candidate for 
West of Scotland in the recent Holyrood elections 
and took part impressively in the hustings event 
held by Eastwood Churches Peace and Justice 
group in April. He has been elected to become 
the youngest member of the Scottish parliament.

Ross is a member of Bearsden Cross Parish 
Church and of the CofS National Youth Assembly 

On-line Baptism 
…..or how to be mis-reported. That was the 
headline that appeared in the press in response 
to one report to the General Assembly. The actual 
wording…… 
"As fewer people join up in the traditional sense, 
and as they make choices questions arise about 
online membership and as they make choices 
which include ever greater interaction with the 
Church through online access and social media, 
questions arise about online membership and 
even about access to the sacraments while not 
being physically present in the congregation. 
There are no easy answers to some of the 
questions which are already being asked, but, in 
a world where the fastest- growing communities 
are being fostered online, the committee believes 
that now is the time to open up a wide-ranging 
discussion." 

Ekklesia.co.uk An alternative source of information and comment on social and political issues. This 
web based organisation is rooted in broadly nonconformist Christian traditions, but is ecumenical in 
spirit and not tied institutionally or financially to any one denomination or church body. Quote…’We 
advocate transformative ideas and solutions to societal challenges rooted in a strong commitment to 
social justice, nonviolence, environmental responsibility, nonconformist styles of Christianity, and a 
creative exchange among those of different convictions (religious and otherwise).’

http://crossreachevents.org.uk
http://crossreachevents.org.uk
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The Guild 

At the time of writing this report we had just  held 
our Annual Afternoon Tea.  Our principal invited 
guest for the afternoon was 16 year old Amy 
Clark who has held the long time dream of 
competing at the highest level in her chosen 
sport of Rhythmic Gymnastics, winning medals at 
various national competitions in 2013 and 2014, 
and culminating in winning two silver medals and 
sharing in a gold medal at the Special Olympics 
World games in Los Angeles in 2015.  We were 
delighted to have her mother join her to tell the 
story of her journey to success, and the talk 
finished with Amy demonstrating her sport. 
This summer we are trying something new for our 
members and will be holding Tea and Chat 
afternoons - no speakers, just an opportunity for 
members to have a good chat and a cup of tea.  
A diary reminder for our ladies - the dates when 
these will be held are 29th June, 27th July and 
31st August at 2.00pm in the Carswell Centre. 
Our weekly Wednesday meetings will start up 
again at the beginning of October. 
Fiona Hamilton 
Guild Secretary

Guild and guest…This year’s World Day of Prayer 
material came from Cuba with the theme ‘receive 
children, receive me. James Edgar as guest speaker 
reflected on his own experiences both personal and 
in youth work.

Women Elders 

On May 25th the Church of Scotland celebrated 
50 years of women's ordination with a gathering 
that included the first woman Moderator and 
some of the longest-serving women elders from 
congregations across Scotland. Gladys Ramsay 
of Camperdown Church , Dundee held the record 
having been ordained as an elder on July 10 
1966 at Camperdown Church in Dundee just 
weeks after the Church agreed to admit women 
to the eldership. The wheels of decision making 
in the Church of Scotland move slowly but this 
issue must also represent some other sort of 
record. It was first discussed in 1914 and fully 
debated and rejected in the late 1940s. Our own 
first women elders were appointed on May 18th 
1969 - Dr Jean Laurie and Miss Kath Whyte. For 
the record our current Kirk Session has 26 male 
and 19 female members. 

Kath Whyte was Professor of Embroidery at 
Glasgow School of Art with an international 
reputation in the field. She made a major 
contribution to textile art in Britain and abroad. 
The image below is of the Gold Cross she 
created in 1965 and which now hangs in the 
church sanctuary

A distressed note from Marlies MacLean. She 
found two hedgehogs which from their injuries - 
legs cut off - seemed to have been killed by a 
strimmer. Care needed to avoid damage to 
wildlife when strimming in garden corners etc
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Admin/Finance Report 
Finance. 

Opposite you will find a table showing our 
finances for the first quarter of 2016 together 
with the budget for the year.  Our total income is 
slightly up on budget and our expenditure 
slightly less than expected – unfortunately, 
although this shows as a positive variance, it 
only means we have made less of a loss than 
expected.  Some good news is that our 
insurance premium has been reduced by 5% 
but, on the other hand, we are unable to claim 
the water rates exemption this year as our 
income is too high (the Carswell income is 
included in the calculations). 

Our financial records for 2015 have been 
inspected and passed by Presbytery. 

The accounts of our Church organisations have 
been audited – thanks to Margaret Milligan and 
the Treasurers of the groups. 

Carswell.   

You may have seen that the Carswell centre 
now has some excellent paintings of the village 
by Alastair Anderson – our thanks to Alastair 
who has installed them as a longterm loan to 
the Church. 

Over the last couple of months the Carswell has 
hosted a champagne reception, a surgery for 
our MP and a company training course as well 
as all our normal organisations and groups.  
The promotion group is very interested in ideas 
for further use to ensure the Centre is a 
valuable asset to our Church and community 
and our website has been updated accordingly.  
If you have any ideas for the use of the 
Carswell, please speak to your Elder or contact 
me. 

We do not have a fulltime caretaker on duty at 
the Carswell and there are times when we do 
need to have someone in attendance.  We are 
therefore looking to set up a register of people 
who would be prepared to volunteer to ‘hall sit’ 
on occasions.  If you are able to help in this way 
would you please contact me with a note of 
possible days/evenings?  Thank you. 

Maureen Hunter 

Admin Convener. 

302647 or mbh101@hotmail.co.uk 

Financial statement for Quarter to 31.3.16 

                            First quarter  Budget        Annual 
budget 
Income 
Offerings               30761           32500         120,000 
Tax recovered         6400             5500           23,000 
Other income          1403               250             1000 
Weddings/funerals        0                                    500 
Premises use          4347              4200           14000 
From orgs                 970                875             3500 
TOTAL                   43881           43325         162,000 

Expenditure 
Min and mission    15566            15600          87,000 
Presbytery dues      4936              4936             4936 
Minister expenses     244                    0             2500 
Pulpit supply              974              2400             2400 
Vacancy costs          4120              3500            3500 
Other staff                3312              4225           16900  
Fabric                     10186              9000           24000 
Council tax                    0                 230             2300 
Water / insurance     1355              1825             8500   
Heat&light                 4640              4672          13230 
Local outreach                0                270            1050 
Office costs                568                 575            2300 
General expenses      563                 250           1000 
Cleaning                         0                 250           1000 
Pastoral care                  0                 100             400 
Music&worship               0                 100             400 
Youth                          240                 195             750 
Faith development          0                  62              250 
Tearfund                         0                     0            1200 
TOTAL                     46704            48190        173616 

Surplus[deficit]          [2823]           [4865]        [11616] 

Foodbank 
The link with Barrhead foodbank is being 
maintained - most recently a delivery of 42kg of 
various items. Donations are still required and 
welcomed. A broad range of non-perishable items 
is appropriate. The local collection point is inside 
the entrance to the Carswell Centre.
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Katrina and Gordon Hamilton [top]; Gillian and Adam Wardrop; Walking group being shown round Govan 
Old church; Anchor boys playing rounders on the Orry.
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