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The last few weeks have seen a recurring 
theme. My car had an MOT and service, 
and a note from the doctor reminded 
me that my body could use the same – 
some routine tests need to be updated. At 
church the accounts are being audited for 
the Stated Annual Meeting (AGM), and 
every congregation in Glasgow Presbytery 
is being (controversially) assessed to 
determine its ministry requirements as 
part of our Presbytery Plan. And at home, 
a glance at the use-by dates on some of 
the stuff at the back of the larder (I’m not 
telling you what they were!) prompted me 
to make a clear-out. Regular stock-taking 
and checkups are rarely much fun, but 
the discipline of doing them keeps things 
running smoothly and often prevents 
serious damage from developing.

In the Christian calendar, it’s Lent again. 
Lent gets a bad press as we usually 
associate it with giving things up, for no 
clear reason except a niggling suspicion 
that God is a spoilsport who likes to see 
us deprive ourselves.  More positively, we 
can see it as time for a spiritual MOT – 
to reflect on our lives before God, check 
how we’re growing in the healthy and 
life-giving habits we want to develop, 
and monitor whether potentially negative 
habits are under control. I know one 
regular social drinker who gives up alcohol 
for Lent, simply to prove to himself that 
he can! Some give up chocolate – I have 
never personally felt called to do this, 
but maybe I’m just not listening! I also 
love the example of a family where the 
children vowed to give up arguing with 
each other for Lent. My only question is: 
what happens on Easter Day? Celebrating 
the end of your Lent “fast” with a “feast” 
of a glass of wine or chocolate egg is one 

thing – it would be something else to 
“celebrate” with a raging family blowout 
as the pent-up frustrations of the last six   
weeks all get an airing at once! 

The positive habit of daily prayer and Bible 
reading is one that many of us struggle 
with, but there is no Christian growth 
without it. Each year as a congregation 
we read a Gospel together during Lent. 
This year we’re on Matthew, starting 
Sunday 26th February, with a book to help 
us available in church that day. Informal 
groups will meet to share what we’re 
reading on Saturdays at breakfast and 
Tuesdays at lunch – please join in one if 
you can: there are no experts, just normal 
folk! Let’s commit to reading Matthew 
together during Lent, as a step towards 
building prayer and Bible reading into our 
daily routines.

Lent - forty days of fasting – was 
traditionally followed in the Christian 
calendar by seven days of feasting at 
Easter! May whatever we do in Lent 
prepare us to celebrate with maximum joy 
the new life that God wants to give us.

Musings… Where Jesus touches the earthContacts…

Announcements…

Funerals

29 December – Mrs Jean Watt, Riverside Rd

30 December – Mrs Rita Carter, Williamwood 
Nursing Home

3 February – Mrs Myta Bachelor, Glassgow Rd

6 February – Mrs  Rachel Young, Bonnyton 
House

Baptisms

19 February – Finlay Steven son of Robert and 
Vicki Steven

Weddings

17 February – Elizabeth Morrison and David 
Galloway

9 October – Maureen Biggin and Ian Walker (by 
Rev Albert Bogle, Bo’ness).
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Bible thoughts… a 365 day journey through scripture

Ten years ago, I decided to read through the bible 
in a calendar year. As I read, I noted anything which 
seemed new to me, unusual, helpful, puzzling or 
challenging. At that time, I published my ‘musings’ 
in the church magazine in Newlands and - unless 
people were only being polite -  some folks found 
the notes to be helpful and thought provoking. I 
have embarked on a similar venture in 2012 and 
Lynn has encouraged me to repeat the exercise with 
the readers of our church magazine in Eaglesham.

All of us know that we learn something new every 
time we read any bible passage and I will try to share 
any ‘new thoughts’ I have had. I am  well aware of 
the dangers that exist in picking verses or phrases in 
isolation, but I will rely on all of you to look up the 
verses, put them in context and then decide if you 
agree or disagree with what I say. I am reading the 
NIV translation. The reading plan does not start at 
Genesis and end at Revelation. In the first 6 weeks, 
I have read through Genesis, part of Exodus, all 
of Job,selected Psalms and Proverbs and most of 
Matthew.

Genealogies.  These verses can be quite tedious, 
but in Mat 1v17 it is noted that there were 14 
generations between Abraham and David, 14 
generations between David and the exile to Babylon 
and 14 generations between the exile and the birth 
of Christ. It seems that some generations were 
omitted from these tables and scholars suggest that 
the symmetry described here is to act as an ‘aide 
memoire’.In Victorian times, bible scholars used data 
such as these to work out exact times and dates for 
events like the second coming but these dates have 
mostly come and gone.

Angels The chapters of Genesis and Exodus are 
peppered with references to Angels.

In fact, there are 420 verses in scripture which 
mention angels. It seems we should take them 
seriously! There is a verse in Mat18 v 10 which 
suggests that every child has their own angel in 
heaven. I found this to be a wonderfully comforting 
thought. When Michelangelo was asked how he had 
carved his famous marble angel he is said to have 
replied ‘The angel was always in there, I just worked 
at the marble until he was set free’. Maybe there are 
a few angels in Eaglesham Church which are waiting 
to be released by the Holy Spirit!

Beautiful women. Most of us will recall that Abram’s 
wife - Sarah - was beautiful, yet sterile. Abram 
allowed her to become the wife of Pharaoh rather 
than risk his own death. He passed her off as his 
sister. I had never noticed that Pharaoh returned 
Sarah to Abram only after plagues were visited on 
the house of Pharaoh. 

Isaac, Abram’s son, chose Rebekah  as his wife. Had 
you ever noticed that she is also referred to as ‘very 
beautiful’ (Gen 24 v 16) and , like Sarah, was barren? 
Again, Isaac passed her off as his sister (Gen 26 v 7).

Jacob then chose Rachel as his bride and she is 
described as ‘beautiful’ Gen 29 v 17 and ‘barren’ 
v31. The first three patriarchs of the Jewish people all 
chose beautiful, but barren wives. They all  went on 
to deliver children, but only after much sorrow and 
conflict. Was God trying to tell these great men that 
however successful and powerful they became they 
still depended on God for the next generation?

Sound bites

The following verses all struck me as I read, and I list 
them here, hoping that you will look them up and 
see if you are moved by them:

Mat 1 v 19 Why would a divorce lessen Mary’s public 
disgrace?

Gen 2 v 20 Adam gave names to all the creatures on 
earth.

Mat 1 vv 7,8  Why did Herod not send his men with 
wise men?

Gen 6 v 2 Were there 2 developing lines? Sons of 
God and daughters of men?

Gen 7 v 13  The first of several verses stating ‘on that 
very day’. God’s timing is always perfect!

Mat 5 v 31 The scriptural basis for the teaching that 
only adultery is a cause for divorce. Changed days!

Gen 18 v 14 ‘Is anything too hard for the Lord’? 

Gen 19 v 14 ‘You’ve got to be joking’. One of many 
early references to laughter and smiling.

Gen 33 v 4 Esau ran to meet Jacob. An old testament 
picture of the prodigal son?

Gen 35 v 19 Rachel’s tomb in Ephrath which is 
modern day Bethlehem. Still revered to this day.

Ps 14 v 1 ‘The fool says in his heart there is no God’.

Prov 3 v 3 ‘Let love and faithfulness never leave you’. 
3 v 9 ‘Honour the Lord with your wealth’.

Gen 48 v 15, 16 A fatherly blessing on ‘ the lads’.

Job 2 v 10 ‘ Shall we accept good from God and not 
trouble’?

Mat 21 v 10 Was Jesus really unknown in Jerusalem?

The above represent about a third of my notes. If you 
find them in any way helpful, please let me know. 
More to follow?

Alan Mackay

The Telephone Exchange is currently on the 
market with a lot of interest being shown.  A 
closing date of 17th February has been set and 
the General Trustees will make their decision on 
offers following this.

The plans for the Mid Halls are currently with 
East Renfrewshire Council and we are on target 
to have both planning permission and building 
warrant in place for mid March.  This will allow 
us to start work at the beginning of April with 
alterations to the BB hut and the back of the 
Mid Hall being completed before moving to 
the vestibule area and the separation of the 
two buildings.  Doing the work in these two 
phases means the Sports Hall will be available 
throughout the project.  Work is scheduled 
to be completed in August before the start of 
the 2012/2013 session thus causing minimum 
disruption to our hall users.

When planning permission has been granted 
we will proceed to market the Lesser Hall.

We are now looking at moving ahead with the 
Carswell Project and have a breakdown from 
Gillespies (our Architects) of the costs of the 
next block of work which will be required.  We 
are proposing to carry out this project in phases 
and further discussions and consultations are 
being arranged.  

The Kirk Session has agreed to the set up of a 
small team to co-ordinate the fund raising and 
publicity for this project – details will be in the 
next issue of Parish News.

Maureen Hunter, Buildings Group Convener         

Buildings Group…

Fabric…

FABRIC WINTER JOY! Last year we were frozen 
repairing burst pipes. This year we were frozen 
repairing storm damage. Yes, the wind and rain 
brought havoc to our buildings, with slates off all 
of our roofs and lead flashing damaged on the 
Carswell roof above the Upper Room. But, the 
crowning glory was the large high-level circular 
window in the Carswell which got blown out in 
a gale. This window is over 3 metres in diameter 
thus allowing the wind and rain to damage the 
hall ceiling. We spent a wild, cold night erecting 
scaffold to allow the ‘kirk joiner’ access to affect 
the necessary repair.

The Mid-hall boiler continues to let us down when 
we least expect it and repairs are on-going.

No matter, Spring is coming and so are the 
builders, to the Mid-hall. There will be loads of 
work for Fabric helpers!

As I write this, one of our main men, Craig, a 
man of many hats, is ill and we wish him a speedy 
recovery. We hope he’ll be able to take his place 
again back on the squad where he is always 
needed.

Admin Matters...

Most of you will be aware that we now have 
a new Halls’ Convener – Ann Robertson took 
up the post on 1st February.  Ann has been an 
active member of the Admin committee since 
its inception and we are very pleased that she 
has agreed to take on this additional important 
role in Church activities.

Unfortunately, we still do not have a 
replacement for Marlyn as Church Treasurer 
and really appreciate the fact that she has been 
prepared to continue meantime. However, we 
do need to find someone – soon! Prospective 
volunteers, please contact me. 

Financially, our giving at the end of December 
is ahead of last year by £25009.  As our Live 
Generously Appeal started in April, this figure 
is effectively for 9 months – over a full year, if 
giving remains at this level, our increase would 
be 28%.  This is an excellent result for everyone 
involved in the campaign.

Maureen Hunter, Admin Convener

Lent 2012…

Lent groups are informal gatherings 
around food, to talk about what we’re 
reading in Matthew.  Anyone is welcome!

LENT LUNCHES - every Tuesday 12.30-1.30 in 
the Carswell, 28th Feb - 3rd April. Fresh soup 
& bread, coffee & bics!

LENT BREAKFASTS - every Saturday, 
9am-9.45 in the Wishing Well Coffeeshop, 
Montgomery St. Scones straight out the oven!
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Life of a Youth Ministry Student… Answering her call … Ann McCormick

Most of you will 
know Ann as an 
Eaglesham Parish 
Church Elder and a 
regular participant 
in our worship 
but you may 
have noticed her 
absence on Sunday 
mornings… why? 

Hi Ann, you are conspicuous by your absence, 
what are you up to?

I am training for Ordained Local Ministry in the 
Church of Scotland. This is my first year of a 
three year course. The first two years involve 
study and a church placement, and the third 
year will be a probation placement. This year I 
am in Williamwood Church in Clarkston. The 
congregation in Williamwood is quite similar 
to Eaglesham, and is a contrast for me from 
my assessment placement, which I spent in 
Castlemilk. 

So, what is Ordained Local Ministry?

Ordained Local Ministry (OLM for short) is a part 
time, unpaid ministry of word and sacrament. 
It is a relaunched version of auxiliary ministry. 
The training is a shorter and part-time version 
of what full-time ministers do. The relaunch is 
important, as the Church is encouraging people 
to come forward for assessment and training 
for Ordained Local Ministry. About ten people 
started training with me this year. People who 
apply for OLM generally feel called to ministry 
but are unable to take on full-time study and 
work, and their abilities and strengths may 
be particularly suited to working as part of 
a ministry team. Most current students are 
continuing with their current employment. 
There is no age limit for OLM, so some may be 
retired when they take up training. The study is 
done in the evenings with telephone tutorials 
to help students discuss the reading and 
study topics with one another and their tutor. 
Assessment is mainly by essays. Normally each 
course has two short assignments near the start 
and two longer essays, and we do four courses 
each year. On completion of training OLMs may 

work in a parish or group of parishes, or may 
take up a specific role within a presbytery. OLMs 
are trained to conduct worship, administer 
sacraments, to perform funerals and be 
involved in bereavement and pastoral care, and 
to support leadership, strategy and mission. 
They will not take up a charge in a parish, but 
may sometimes work as a locum.

Are you enjoying it?

Yes, I enjoy it very much. I particularly enjoy 
the practical work in placement. I have been 
in Williamwood Church for four months. I am 
now taking a good part of the service every 
Sunday, sometimes the sermon, sometimes 
everything but the sermon, always working 
closely with Iain Reid, the Minister, and with 
Alan Mathews, the organist, who guides us on 
choices of hymns. It is team work and I love it. 
I do as much as I am able to do on other days 
too, including meetings, home and hospital 
visiting, funerals and school work. Today, for 
example, I went with Iain to go through the 
baptism service with a new mum and in the 
evening I was at the Kirk Session, where there 
was a full discussion on the Presbytery Plan 
(what else?), and I talked to the Brownie and 
Guide leaders about our plans for the Thinking 
Day service for Sunday. 

It seems to me to be very demanding, how on 
earth do you cope with it all? 

Most days I don’t do as much as that, because I 
am working too. I work part time in planning in 
the health service, and then I have my other job 
at home after I pick the boys up from school. 
It is quite demanding, particularly the study 
and finding time for that, which is usually late 
at night after the boys are in bed. So far, it is 
working well for me, and all my boys (Simon, 
Samuel and Jonah) are putting up with it with 
good grace. We are missing Eaglesham Church 
though, and we are really looking forward to 
being back with you in the summer. Our very 
best wishes to you all.

Thank you Ann for sharing this with us - we all 
wish you every success in your assessments and 
your work in ministry

CAUTION : HOLIDAY 
CLUB APPROACHING!!
Our all-action, high-octane annual children’s Holiday Club will 
happen again this year each morning of 6th-10th August 2012 
– an absolute must to put in the diary if you have children who 
were in Primary School last year! Details are still under wraps, 
but great fun and learning from the Bible are guaranteed.

If you think you might like to help and would like to know 
more, please contact the Holiday Club co-ordinator Mrs Pat 
Wishart.

As I write this Parish News entry I cannot help 
but think of the Big Picture, and it’s scary. I am 
entirely comfortable that God has a plan for 
my life. I just wish that he would share the next 
step with me. My contract with the church will 
end in the summer and from then on I’ll be in 
an entirely new stage of life’s journey that is yet 
unclear. However, I can comfortably say that I 
will always have fond memories from working 
at Eaglesham Church and I hope to hear how 
my successor enables the church to continue 
growing as God intends it.

I am thankful that the church is exploring 
their options of getting another youth worker. 
Although nothing has been confirmed about 
who this person may be etc, I am glad to see 
that the church leadership has recognised that 
the youth work will only develop if they invest in 
someone to enable it.

As I have been here for three and a half years I 
have seen many new, positive things. Two new 
groups have developed, EPYC and JAFFA. Both 
of these groups are continuing to grow very 
well, so much that we have been exploring 
how to develop the leadership to keep up 
with the young people. The weekend away 
was an opportunity that the church enabled 
us to run and I am glad to say that after the 
great feedback from the young people, we 
have decided to run another weekend away to 
Lendrick Muir in September (for more details 
please feel free to contact me).

Lynn and I have both invested a lot into 
developing our relationships with Mearns 
Castle High School and Maxwell Mearns Castle 
Parish Church. The opportunities to work with 
them have been incredible and I hope they 
will continue. The BB and Guides have always 
been incredibly supportive of the work I’ve 
been involved in and clubs such as the Junior 
Badminton Club and the Holiday Club have very 
bright futures ahead of them.

None of this work exists in a vacuum. It all 
enables and compliments each other. I could 
not have achieved any of this had I not had the 
support of so many people and I have been 
blessed in the work and relationships that I have 
had over the past three and a half years. 

So, Thank You!

Russell
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Calling all Groups and Volunteers  
in Eaglesham!
Are you involved in a group within Eaglesham 
or are you interested in volunteering but are 
unsure of how to get started? Community 
organisations and volunteers within the 
village can now take advantage of free 
information and support, provided by 
the Rural Outreach team from Voluntary 
Action East Renfrewshire. Voluntary Action 
(VAER) has supported individuals, voluntary 
organisations and community groups in East 
Renfrewshire for more than twelve years; 
the rural outreach project is designed to give 
practical support and information to local 
people who may be involved in community 
groups or organisations in rural areas and also 
to promote volunteering activities in general.

Peter McGhee, Organisational Development 
Worker, can provide information and advice to 
local community groups. Peter said:

“We can offer advice on a wide range of 
issues, such as setting up groups, writing 
or reviewing constitutions, sourcing and 
applying for funding, and keeping good 
financial records.” 

Harry Balch, Volunteer Development Worker, 
can offer advice on volunteering and 
developing volunteer opportunities. Harry said 

“If you’re interested in volunteering 
I can help you to find rewarding and 
enjoyable roles in your local area. I’ll 
also be delighted to work with local 
groups to identify where they might have 
volunteering opportunities.”

The project staff can help groups within 
Eaglesham to –
•	 Improve	capacity,	become	more	sustainable,	

and more enterprising
•	 Meet	legal	obligations	and	be	fit	for	

purpose

•	 Record	the	impact	of	their	activities
•	 Engage	in	and	influence	community	

planning structures
•	 Demonstrate	the	benefits	of	volunteering	

in: Enhancing employability skills, 
encouraging involvement and contribution 
to local economies

If you or your group would like more 
information or a visit from the outreach 
team, please contact Voluntary Action East 
Renfrewshire in Barrhead on tel: 0141 876 
9555 or e-mail Peter.mcghee@va-er.org.uk 
for Organisation Development or Angharad.
balch@va-er.org.uk  for Volunteering 
Development. We would be delighted to 
come and see you!

The Rural Outreach Project has been 
funded by the LEADER programme, which 
delivers support for rural development by 
implementing local development strategies.  
LEADER funding comes from the European 
Union, and is distributed as part of the 
Scotland Rural Development Programme 
(SRDP).

History of Voluntary Action East Renfrewshire

Voluntary Action, a membership organisation, 
was established in 1998, by volunteers from 
local community groups who wanted to 
create a one-stop shop that would support 
voluntary organisations and volunteering.

Voluntary Action was unique by being 
established to perform the dual role of a 
Volunteer Centre and a Council for the 
Voluntary Sector (CVS) and remains unique 
today by providing the only comprehensive 
service for volunteering and support for third 
sector organisations in East Renfrewshire.

 The guidance and advice offered is unbiased, 
as Voluntary Action has no financial or 
contractual interests in the organisations that 
are supported.

Voluntary Action East Renfrewshire…

                     
 
This project is part financed by the Scottish Government and the European Community (East Renfrewshire Local 
Action Group) LEADER 2009-2012 Programme 
Voluntary Action East Renfrewshire:  Company Registered in Scotland: 187421    Scottish Charity: SC028103  

                     
 
This project is part financed by the Scottish Government and the European Community (East Renfrewshire Local 
Action Group) LEADER 2009-2012 Programme 
Voluntary Action East Renfrewshire:  Company Registered in Scotland: 187421    Scottish Charity: SC028103  

Voluntary Action East Renfrewshire Voluntary Action East Renfrewshire 
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Get a head start on the rest  

Successful Funding Applications  Training  
26 January  

1:30—3:30 PM  
Undercover Kelburn St Barrhead 

Successful Funding Applications  Training  
26 January  

1:30—3:30 PM  
Undercover Kelburn St Barrhead 

Tired of Fighting for Funding ?  
 

Get a head start on the rest  
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Junior Section…

207th Company Section…

This session is continuing to run smoothly and 
both the months of February & March are 
extremely busy for our Junior Section. 

Our leading Boys are running our 5 squads 
well and the weekly inspection scores have 
improved greatly since the turn of the year. 
On a Thursday night the Boys are continuing 
to complete achievements, work in teams 
and take part in a variety of games that all 
go towards their end of year badges. At 
time of writing we are well through our 
annual programme & set to start our display 
programme around the middle of March. 
Date for the diary – Junior Section Annual 
Display: 17th May 2012.

We have recently enjoyed a company night 
out to the Pavilion Theatre to see ‘Peter Pan’ 
which was a thoroughly entertaining night. 
After the disappointment of our December 
pantomime cancellation (due to adverse 
weather) it was great to organise another 
pantomime opportunity so quickly.

I am pleased to be able to write that 6 of 
our Junior Section boys recently attended, 
won and brought home gold medals and the 

Part 2 of this session hit the ground running 
with two successes from the Company 
Section badminton team in the national 
championships. The Company has won the 
national championships before and this 
year Moray West, Cameron Clark, Gregor 
Thompson and John McBride look set to 
continue their winning streak. The first match 
was up in Inverness, so many thanks to Mr. 
Tom ‘Tommy’ Mann for travelling up with the 
boys and continuing to manage the team! 
As for Friday night’s programme, the majority 
of the boys are now working towards their 
Community badges with a strong element of 
Christian Faith - thanks to Russell for coming 
up and helping us with that. Our (newly 
enrolled) President’s men, Alastair Campbell, 
Ethan Paterson, Frazer Robertson and Derek 
Scott have been treated these past few weeks 
with sessions from Colin White, an ex-boy 

district Superstars trophy! This event is based 
on general fitness, endurance and teamwork 
and a big congratulation goes to Aiden 
Powell, Blair Muir, Nathan Cope, Niall Hilditch, 
Logan McLeod and Lewis Roberts.

In the next 6 weeks we have district 
competitions for five-a-side football, 
athletics and swimming so the boys have 
lots of opportunities to take part in these 
competitions. We also have a further company 
trip to organise and a sponsored event to fit in 
so busy times lie ahead.

Our league football continues on a Saturday 
morning with varied success. Plenty of our 
youngest P4 boys have now made their first 
appearances which is an excellent experience 
for them. Big thanks to those who continue 
to support the boys so faithfully on a Saturday 
morning.

The boys and staff look forward with great 
anticipation to the coming months!

Gary Rushworth / Mark Robertson

and professional rugby player who has given 
up some of his Friday nights to work with this 
group of boys. The annual 10 mile sponsored 
walk took place over two days this year. A 
huge well done to all boys, seniors and staff 
for taking part in the walk (particularly the 
second one which was in morbid weather 
conditions) and many thanks to all friends and 
church members who walked as well and all 
those who sponsored. Half the funds will be 
donated to the Eaglesham branch of Action 
Medical Research. A date for everyone’s 
diary: the annual display this year will be on 
Saturday 28th April and we will be building 
our display item from March onwards. 
Looking forward, the next major event in the 
Company calendar is the Jumble Sale (another 
chief fund raising event) and the District 
Sports at the Kelvin Hall is coming up also.

Greg Cunningam O/C

3rd Brownies…

Since the New Year we have had a games 
night and we have celebrated Chinese New 
Year.  The Brownies made Chinese dragons, 
masks of the year they born (Monkey, Ram 
or Horse) and ate some Chinese food.  To 
celebrate Burns night, the girls learned how 
to dance the Gay Gordons and recited their 
Burns poems. The girls made some lovely 
Valentines cards but were very shy in telling us 
who they were sending them too!  

We have made it through to the final of 
the East Renfrewshire Girl Guiding Singing 
Competition which will be held mid February 
in Giffnock. The Brownies will be singing the 
action song – The Penguin Song and another 
more traditional song called A Smile. The girls 
sound really great and we look forward to 
meeting the other units that have won their 
heats at the final. Wish us luck!

Over the next few weeks we will be 
celebrating Thinking Day with a night of 
crafts, games and food from other countries.  
We are also starting a new resource pack 
called Together We Can which is all about 
getting the girls to think about how they can 
make a difference.  

As you can see we have a busy programme 
of events for the girls.  If you would like more 
details, please contact.

Elaine Wallace (Brownie Guide Guider)

Guides…

Since returning to guides in September 
our Unit continues to run from strength to 
strength.

We have 35 enthusiastic guides, 8 senior 
section members and 6 young leaders. The 
girls were treated to a Swedish night with 
Gemma Lightbody showing a slide show of 
her amazing trip to Copenhagen, Amsterdam 
and Sweden. The girls then sat the Personal 
Safety badge as a Unit and this proved very 
successful. The girls went to East Kilbride 
skating with the County, they made a total 
of 181 guides on the ice!! Nine of our guides 

made their promise in the middle of the 
ice, along with some other girls from other 
units - well done. Outwith our usual meeting 
place, we made our Annual Trip to Glasgow 
Gang Show where we were entertained and 
greatly enjoyed this musical extravaganza. 
On December 5th our Christmas Party was 
cancelled due to snow, but in true guiding 
style, we started our new session in January 
with our postponed Christmas Party - strange 
but fun. In February we took part in a 
singing competition as part of a Thinking Day 
Challenge - still waiting to hear results!! 

We celebrated Burns Birthday on 25th of 
January with the guides advertising ‘Scotland’ 
in many different ways from singing to 
poems to dancing - needless to say irn bru, 
shortbread and Tunnocks Teacakes were 
involved.

Valentines night was on the agenda on 
6 February and the guides made cards, 
decorated cakes and cut out heart shaped 
chocolates - yes, eating again!!

We are pleased to say that Rachel Harvey 
and Gemma Lightbody have completed their 
Baden Powell Award, this is the highest award 
to be gained as a guide, so well done girls. 
This summer nine of our Unit, plus myself, are 
going to an international camp (Eglinton Park 
- not as far away as Sweden). This is a week 
long camp with guides from Nigeria, Canada, 
Germany to name but a few travelling to 
Scotland for the event. Again, well done girls 
for being selected.

Louise Lightbody
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The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebration…

The Fellowship Team would like to organise a few 
events to celebrate this historic occasion (avoiding 
the actual long holiday weekend 2-5 June).  
Potential ideas so far are

•	 A	Flower	Festival
•	 A	Family	Picnic	in	the	Orry	with	Mini-Olympics
•	 An	evening	Social	Event

As a very small team, we need help with ideas, 
organisational skills, publicity and general help at 
the events. We would love the celebrations to be 
memorable for all in our community!

If you could help in any capacity, please contact me

Shelagh McHugh, Fellowship Team Convenor 
48 Hill Drive, Eaglesham

Prayertime…The open-road beckons…

Anchor Boys…

Anchor Boys has started back after the Christmas 
Holidays and we have started working towards 
our annual display on Tuesday 8th May. We 
finished last year with our Christmas party - lots 
of party games, food and a special visitor bearing 
gifts who stopped by after parking his sleigh in 
the Orry! 

This year we have tried to have a themed night 
every few weeks: coming up soon are a Caribbean 
night, ‘I’m an Anchor Boy, get me out of here’ and 
a music night. We are hopefully planning a trip in 
the spring as well. It’s not too late if you know of 
a Primary 1-3 boy who would like to join Anchor 
Boys - we can be contacted at anchorboys205@
gmail.com

Gordon Grant & Elaine McHugh, Officers in 
Charge, Anchor Boys

After our Christmas Break at our first meeting of 
the session we were taken on a tour of Scotland 
by Pat Wishart, ably assisted by Ken Paterson. 
The photographs brought home to us how 
fortunate we are to have such beautiful scenery 
surrounding us. We have had speakers from 
the charities we are supporting this year and 
enjoyed a flavour of Burns. We have also been 
taken on a visit to Cambodia and Italy’s Lakeland 
Gardens.  By the time you are reading this we will 
have held our Charity Coffee Morning and our 
World Day of Prayer. Although we are half way 
through our session we would warmly welcome 
any ladies who feel that they might like to see 
what the Guild is all about, so please drop in any 
Wednesday evening.  

Fiona Hamilton Secretary

The Guild…

Every week there is a short and informal prayer 
time in the Upper Room, Carswell Halls, 10.30-
10.50 am before the Morning Service.  All 
are welcome, whether you are able to come 
regularly or only occasionally.  None of us is an 
expert in prayer, and praying out loud is not 
compulsory!

You do not have to come to the group in order 
to tell us about a person or situation which 
you would like us to pray for – please tell the 
minister, use a card at the back of the church, or 
contact our prayer co-ordinator Gillian Norval.  
You do not have to divulge details, and the 
group are committed to respect confidentiality.

In an effort to counter the shock of retiral 
Duncan and Flo MacIntyre will disappear 
from Eaglesham for four months from 
April. During that time they will take a 
meandering route from the Scilly Isles to 
the Shetland Isles by bike and campervan, 
hopefully exploring some new parts of 
Britain on the way. If anyone is interested in 
following their progress it might be possible 
via macbiketravels.blogspot.com - that 
is if Duncan improves his computer skills 
sufficiently to master this. Alternatively wait 
to see them back in Eaglesham in August.

Orry Primroses… Etap Caledonia…

Those in the know are 
very concerned about the 
falling numbers of many 
insects, especially bees and 
butterflies, which depend 
largely on native plants, and 
which we depend on for 
pollination of food plants.

In the Orry woodland in 
the past we have planted 

wild hyacinths. Perhaps it is time to add some 
other plants. Does anyone have NATIVE primroses 
growing in their garden (it is illegal to take them 
from the wild)? If so, would you be willing to 
divide some of them AFTER they have finished 
flowering (the correct time for doing so) and 
perhaps donate one or two divisions for planting 
in the wood? They need soil which is damp but 
well drained, and so any of the banks not choked 
with course grass or other rampant growth should 
be suitable. I have tried growing them from seed 
for several years, so far unsuccessfully, hence this 
request.

 If anyone does have any, I suggest you either 
plant them yourself, or give them to me to plant 
for you.

Marlies Mclean

Ronald Mclean is to take part in the Etape 
Caledonia this year, accompanied by his 
daughter Catriona. This is in mid May and he 
hopes to raise some money for Marie Curie 
Nurses. Sponsorship forms will arrive nearer the 
time and he hopes Church members will feel 
able to support this cause, but will not collect 
any money until after we have succeeded in 
finishing. The course is an 84 mile circuit from 
Pitlochry at a minimum average speed of 14mph. 
He says that he will need to get his old legs into 
training!

Is there something about the medical profession 
and bikes? (see opposite, Ed)
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Baptismal Babies…Recent Weddings…

Easter Services

16 February - Finlay Steven, son of Robert and 

Vicki Steven

18 December - James Graham Robertson, son 
of Craig and Louise, grandson of Marilynn and 
Tom in St John’s Church by Fr Paul.

19 February - Elizabeth Morrison  
(Crosslees Farm) to David Galloway  

by Rev Lynn McChlery

6 October – at the Sherbrook Castle Hotel, 
Maureen Biggin to Ian Walker (Bo’ness) by  

Rev Albert Bogle, St Andrews Church, Bo’ness.

Sunday 1st April 11am Palm Sunday Service

Thursday 5th April  7.00pm  Maundy Thursday Communion

Friday 6th April   noon – 3pm  Good Friday vigil (church is open for prayer and reflection; 
come and leave as you wish).

Sunday 8th April  11am Easter Sunday family celebration

Don’t forget! …

Midweek Service every Wednesday 11-11.30am 
in the Carswell Halls,  
through till June.
plus
Early Service 9.30am in  
the church every last  
Sunday of the month  
through till June 

Recent Birthday…

HAPPY 70th 
Birthday Craig
GET WELL SOON!



This year the Chiang Mai branch of the Office of 
Child Protection (OCP) organized an event to 
celebrate Thai Children’s Day, held in January 

when the weather is cool and dry. We built the 
day around our “3-3-5” training program, outdoor 
activities, games, food and lots of fun.

OCP invited 200 children between the ages of 9 and 
11, the target age group for the “3-3-5” training. 
We were excited to see that despite the bad 
weather, 168 children attended the event, along 
with about 30 care-givers, parents and teachers. 
OCP could not have managed this event without 
the help of over 50 volunteers making this effort 
one that brought us together through our common 
goals and understanding.

The opening ceremony was followed by a few fun 
ice-breaker games and the children were divided 
into two groups. One group remained in the hall to 
participate in the “3-3-5”session, while the other 
moved outside to the games venue. 

“3-3-5” aims to teach children self-esteem and 
skills for protecting themselves from sexual abuse — 

– 3 Things About Me:
•	God	loves	me	and	I	am	special.
•	I	am	worthy	to	be	touched	properly.
•	My	body	is	my	own.

– 3 Ways to Protect Myself:
•	Say	“No.”
•	Run	away	from	the	situation.
•	Tell	a	trusted	adult.

– 5 Ways to Protect My Friends:
•	Listen	to	them.
•	Trust	them.
•	Let	them	know	I	care.
•	Don’t	tell	them	off.
•	Ask	my	friend	to	let	me	tell	a	trusted	adult	who	
will keep everything confidential. 

Mid-morning the groups switched places. The busy 
session concluded with a tasty northern Thai lunch 
and ice cream. OCP received positive feedback from 
the children about the event and about how they 
would use the new knowledge they had gained on 
Children’s Day. 

The children returned home with new T-shirts, gifts, 
balloons, and plenty of prizes from all the games 
they played.

OCP received funds enabling us to cover the costs 
of Children’s Day from the following sources, 
•	OCP’s	own	funds
•	Interact	(Sweden)
•	University	Presbyterian	Church,	Chapel	Hill,	USA
•	Individual	donors	from	Scotland
•	Shangri	La	Hotel,	Chiang	Mai

We greatly appreciate the financial support from 
these donors, as well as the support from the many 
groups and volunteers who enabled us to conduct 
the event well within the range of our
projected budget.

Office of Child Protection Staff, Chang Mai

OCP’s Children’s Day


