
E A G L E S H A M  P A R I S H  C H U R C H

December 2008

IN THIS ISSUE…

Parish Grouping  
– your vote counts

Find out about EPYC? 

Showstoppers Photos

+  
all the  
regular  
features



It’s been a rather unusual summer. 
Not because the weather has felt like 
autumn throughout (not unusual!); nor 
because Stuart and I have enjoyed a 
wonderful break in Australia (unusual, 
in fact unique for us!) It’s been odd 
because much of my time and attention 
has been preoccupied with two large 
current issues, both of which have big 
consequences for our church.

The first is Eaglesham Church’s 
ongoing exploration of the possibility 
of buying the Cross Keys restaurant 
and renovating it for use as a Church 
Centre. More details are inside, but the 
process has meant a whole re-visioning 
of our church’s ministries and how our 
buildings serve our needs and those 
of the community. These are valuable 
questions to ask, whatever the outcome. 
The potential is hugely exciting but 
also challenging: can we afford the 
considerable cost? How would we 
manage the changes involved in losing 
some buildings we have now? Perhaps 
the strongest thing I believe God is 
saying to us was summarised by one 
wise gentleman who said (rather testily, 
as I recall!): ‘It’s not about the buildings, 
it’s about the people. If we don’t draw 
people to faith, it’s a waste of time!’ A 
salutary reminder! Eaglesham Church 
has been here for 700 years, and (unless 
I do something very badly wrong!) will 
still be here for centuries to come. If the 
Cross Keys would enhance our mission, 
I believe we will get it; if not, God’s 
work will continue in another equally 
creative and challenging way. The Kirk 

Session and congregation will decide in 
the autumn; please let’s pray together for 
God’s leading to be very clear to all of us.

My second preoccupation has been with 
the issues arising from May’s General 
Assembly, and the Church’s ‘acceptance’ 
of a practicing homosexual minister. The 
underlying issue, as many agree, is not 
‘homophobia’ but the question of how 
the Bible is regarded and interpreted 
by sincere people who hold deeply 
opposing views on this matter. It has 
taken me back to study more deeply, 
pray more earnestly and question more 
widely than I have for a long time – good 
things, though not always comfortable! 
Alongside other ministers who hold an 
orthodox view, I am looking for ways that 
God’s truth and God’s grace may be held 
together and that unity can be found 
for our national church. I hope for an 
opportunity for debate in some form with 
anyone interested, again in the autumn.

….so, I hope your autumn is as exciting 
as mine!!

Every blessing to you all

Musings from the Manse…Contacts

Announcements

Marriages

Russell Shields to Fiona McKinlay, 27 June at 
Newton Mearns Baptist Church  
(Rev Deans Buchanan)
Eilidh Stewart to John McCook, July  
(Rev Tom Cant)
Alan Hay to Catherine McArthur  
(Rev Lynn McChlery)
Fiona Robertson to Philip Cooper, 27 August 
(Rev Lynn McChlery)
 
Funerals 

James Gellately, Kirkton Court (8 June)
Ian Anderson, Alexander Avenue (6 August)
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Minister 
Rev Lynn McChlery ba bd 
The Manse, Cheapside Street 
Eaglesham G76 0NS

Session Clerk 
Craig Wishart 
75 Brackenrig Crescent, Waterfoot 
Eaglesham G76 0HF 

Treasurer 
Marlyn McInnes 
38 Alexander Avenue 
Eaglesham G76 0DW 

Gift Aid Convenor 
Bryan McHugh 
48 Hill Drive 
Eaglesham G76 0AL 

Freewill Offering Convener 
Ronald McIntyre 
64 Brackenrig Crescent, Waterfoot 
Eaglesham G76 0HF 

Church Builders Superintendent 
Beverly Millar 
19 Kittochside Road, 
Carmunock G76 9ES 

Fabric Convener 
Jim Alexander 
284 Glasgow Road, Waterfoot 
Eaglesham G76 0EW 

Halls Convener 
Maureen Hunter 
11 Polbae Crescent 
Eaglesham G76 0LL 

Child Protection Co-ordinator 
Shelagh McHugh 
48 Hill Drive 
Eaglesham G76 0AL 

Magazine Editor 
Doug Lamont 
22 Bonnyton Drive 
Eaglesham G76 0LU 
tel 01355 302768 
fax 01355 302368 
email doug@lamontassociates.co.uk

Church Officer 
Elizabeth MacLachlan 

Church Office Secretary

Vicki Steven 
tel/fax 01355 302087 
email office@eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk 
Office open Monday & Friday 
9.00am – 11.00 noon



32

Another busy Fabric summer with lots of 
outdoor chores, from weeds to shrubs, 
strimming and the odd fire. Our floors 
are varnished and the Carswell kitchen is 
decorated. As I write, the arrival of a new 
boiler and heating system should see us 
with a trouble-free winter! At the Manse 
we have upgraded bathroom fittings, a 
new suite, floor vinyl and tiles. Nothing 
lasts forever and we are trying to varnish 
the external windows before the light 
fades. The Lesser Hall got flooded during 
the summer monsoons and had to be 
dried out. As we head for another winter 
we are wind and water tight.

Cross Keys Up-date

Things are moving very slowly in the 
Cross Keys saga. Mr Bavaird has his own 
agenda and we have ours, but it is a 
very exciting time. This is a long road, 
but the game is still on. We are currently 
undertaking a feasibility study at the 

Fabric

behest of 121, and we have appointed 
Graeme Pert of Gillespies Architects 
to carry out this task. His firm was 
responsible for the work carried out at 
Cathcart Trinity. We hope to have a report 
around late September/ October which 
we will study in detail and present in due 
course. We are keeping all relevant church 
bodies informed of our actions as things 
arise.

We are also busy investigating sources for 
grants so that we have a full picture of 
all our options before we have to make a 
final decision. We may, by that time, have 
a better idea of Mr Bavaird’s intentions as 
he is currently appealing his last planning 
application.

We remain optimistic that sooner or later 
we may  have the opportunity to take this 
project forward.

Fabric Convenor

Harvest Supper
Return Slip -  
Please return slips by 9 September to  
Margaret Pitcairn or the Church offering plate.

Please reserve places at the Harvest Supper for

 Adults  Children

Name

telephone

Friday 18 September
in the Carswell Hall
from 7.00 – 9.30pm

The Fellowship Team 
warmly invites
all church members
to a family
celebration as a 
prelude to the 
Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service

Come along enjoy a two-course
meal and celebrate the gifts we receive, in the  
company of members of our church family.

Fellowship and music – No charge (donations welcome)

These sentences actually appeared in 
church bulletins or were announced in 
church services: 

• The Fasting & Prayer Conference 
includes meals.

• Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. 
It’s a chance to get rid of those things not 
worth keeping around the house. Bring 
your husbands.

• Don’t let worry kill you off - let the 
Church help.  

• Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not 
pass this way again,’ giving obvious 
pleasure to the congregation.  

• For those of you who have children 
and don’t know it, we have a nursery 
downstairs.   

• Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were 
married on October 24 in the church. 

So ends a friendship that began in their 
school days.

• At the evening service tonight, the 
sermon topic will be ‘What Is Hell?’ Come 
early and listen to our choir practice.  

• Eight new choir robes are currently 
needed due to the addition of several 
new members and to the deterioration of 
some older ones.  

• Scouts are saving aluminium cans, 
bottles and other items to be recycled. 
Proceeds will be used to cripple children.

• Please place your donation in the 
envelope along with the deceased person 
you want remembered.  

• The church will host an evening of fine 
dining, super entertainment and gracious 
hostility. 

Priceless!
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Church Builders

I would like to start off by thanking all 
who attended the Church Builders Trip. 
Yet again we were blessed with a lovely 
day and great fun was had by all. Races 
games, activities all with a ‘bug theme’ 
were participated by all with a lot of 
hilarity.

It is hard to believe we are back for a new 
session of church builders summer is all 
over so quickly.

We have some big changes happening for 
the young people of the parish with the 
formation of EPYC for youth. The Youth 
Group as we all knew it is no more and I 
would like to say a huge thanks to Libby 
Murphy, Tom Mann, Doug and Sheila 
Lamont for the massive contribution they 
have made in leading the Youth Group up 
until now. Libby is moving to the younger 
age group in Church Builders and we look 
forward to her input there. I would also 

September; Schools are back, holidays are 
over and the Scottish rain gets heavier. 
Although some people are already looking 
forward to Christmas, I’m much more 
excited about the current events that will 
take place between now and then. Before I 
talk about why I’m excited, please bear with 
me as I indulge my summer highs.

Obviously I had a great fortnight starting 
with our wedding. The day itself was 
amazing and the holiday afterwards 
was just as brilliant. I want to take the 
opportunity to thank everyone who had any 
involvement. Whether you attended, gave 
a gift or if it was a simple prayer for Fiona 
and myself, it all helped complete the day.

Following this I had the joy of spending 
time with the boys at BB camp on Arran. 
I was unable to go for the full thing but 
the time I spent there was great fun and 
incredibly valuable. I had roughly a week 
to recover before we were in full flow with 
the Holiday Club. I want to thank all those 
involved with the time, prayers and biscuits 
you gave us. It was an amazing week and 
the kids all loved it. Some of the team were 
surprisingly into their roles!!

That’s enough dwelling, now for the future. 
As summer ends I see a large increase in 
meetings, which is probably all too familiar 
to many of you, but I’m excited about 
the outcome of each of them. Lynn and I 
have been meeting with Maxwell Mearns 
Church’s youth worker about helping in the 
school, plans for Second Sitting are coming 
together and all the youth groups are about 
to start back up. The usual groups will be 
restarting, however the one that I have 
had the most amounts of meetings about 
is the Sunday Evening group. Most of you 
will know what I’m talking about as the 
Blob, but there have been some changes. 
To the great relief of many people we have 
changed the name. The Blob is no more, 
long live EPYC!! EPYC (pronounced ‘epic’) 
will be on a Sunday evening from 7pm until 
8pm in the Carswell Hall. The group is for 
young people in P7 to S6, although the 

Work of a Youth Ministry Student

Church Office Hours

S4 to S6s will be invited to stay afterwards 
and join some of the leaders until 9.15pm. 
EPYC will incorporate the same activities 
that the young people enjoyed; games, 
quizzes, discussions and the all important 
Hot Chocolate. It is open to any young 
person to come along and discuss what they 
believe with others their age, whether they 
agree or not is to be discovered. This will all 
commence on Sunday, 20 September with a 
BBQ at the Manse.

There are many roles to be filled and we 
have a core team of leaders that runs the 
evening, however if you want to be involved 
then please contact me and I shall update 
you with prayer points and opportunities to 
support this event.

Some of you may have also noticed the clash 
with Second Sitting once a month. On the 
evenings that Second Sitting takes place, 
EPYC will come to Second Sitting and then 
to the Manse afterwards for Afters, as we 
have enjoyed doing in the past.

Finally you may be wondering what will 
happen to the Sunday morning Youth 
Group. While we are primarily encouraging 
young people in P7 and upwards to come to 
EPYC, those in P7 to S2 who come to church 
with their parents in the mornings will be 
invited out at the same time as Church 
Builders for their own informal bible study 
where they can discuss and ask questions 
freely.

Hope you can share my excitement about 
the opportunities ahead.

Russell 
Email: secondsitting@hotmail.co.uk 

Please note that the Church Office 
staffing hours have changed from 10-12 
noon Wednesday and Friday to 9-11am 
Monday and Friday

VickI Steven 
Church Secretary

Silver wedding

Despite clandestine efforts to keep the 
date of our silver wedding secret this 
did not deter certain individuals from 
availing themselves of this information. 
Both Lynn and I really appreciated the 
coffee and cakes after church and the 
warm greetings passed on to us by the 
church family. It was a special day for 
us made all the more memorable by 
the congregation. Thanks especially for 
those involved in the catering and for the 
person responsible for arranging the cake 
with the picture of the ‘happy couple’  
on top. 

 

Stuart

like to welcome Debbie Blair and Susan              
Robinson who are also joining the team 
at Church Builders. I would also like to 
take this chance to thank all those who 
are already on our team the work they 
all do week by week ensures the effective 
running of church builders.

There are going to be slight changes in 
the way Church Builders is organized 
– There are three teams of us on a rota 
system and from now on all age groups 
are going to meet together in one hall 
(Mid Hall) splitting up for Bible stories 
relevant for specific age groups. The 
number of children attending is not 
always great and this gives us a better 
opportunity to be a bit more creative with 
singing, games and activities. Hopefully 
these changes will be for the best but 
please remember us in your prayers.

Beverley Millar 



On Tuesday 19th May the Anchor Boys 
held their annual display in the Church 
hall. Our Inspecting Officer for this year 
was Russell Shields and we were glad he 
was able to take some time out from his 
busy schedule to join us.

The boys enjoyed demonstrating their 
skills in the form of maze marching, team 
games such as champion and port and 
starboard and also story telling.

Some parents were persuaded to show 
off their skills when the boys included 
them in the fun and games!

The evening concluded with an Awards 
ceremony when the following awards 
were presented to the boys:-

 • Attendance - All boys received perfect 
attendance
• Bible Knowledge - Craig Bennett 
• Achievement - Scott McDonald
• Best Squad - Yellow Squad
 Scott McDonald 
 Cameron Clark 
 Samuel McCormick 
 Niall Hilditch 
 David Mitchell 
 Jamie Baird   
• Best Boy runner - up - Graeme   
 Cuthbertson
• Best Boy - Scott McDonald

New session

Anchor Boys started back on the 18th of 
August with a total of 24 boys across all 
three years taking part in a mixture of 
games and achievement activities.

We always welcome new faces and any 
boy in Primary 1 to Primary 3 is more than 
welcome to come along and join us. 

Alistair Todd 
Officer in Charge
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Anchor Boys

The 3rd Eaglesham Brownies resumes 
on Monday 7th September in the 
Montgomery Hall from 5:45 - 7:00pm. Any 
girl who has turned seven can come along 
for games, crafts, badges, trips and a 
whole lot of fun completing the Brownie 
Adventure.

 This will be a special session when we 
will be celebrating the launch of the 
centenary with a visit to Kelburn Country 
Park in Largs for a special day out on 
Sunday 20th September.

For more information contact me on 
01355 303475.

Elaine Wallace (Brownie Guide Guider)

3rd Eaglsham Brownies

Still priceless!
• Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 pm - 
prayer and medication to follow. 

• The ladies of the Church have cast off 
clothing of every kind. They may be seen 
in the basement on Friday afternoon.

• This evening at 7pm there will be a 
hymn singing in the park across from 
the Church. Bring a blanket and come 
prepared to sin.

• The pastor would appreciate it if the 
ladies of the congregation would lend 
him their electric girdles for the pancake 
breakfast next Sunday.  

• Low Self Esteem Support Group will 
meet Thursday at 7pm. Please use the 
back door.  

• The eighth-graders will be presenting 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the Church Hall 
Friday at 7pm. The congregation is invited 
to attend this tragedy.

Would you belief it!
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A
bout 60 children and 20 team enjoyed this 
year’s Holiday Club – sometimes I wonder 
who enjoys it more!!  We explored the 
Bible theme of God’s plan for making us 

and the whole world new, seen through the best 
known Bible stories of Creation, David, Daniel 
and Jesus.  Along the way we met some zany 
drama characters who got in a real muddle and 
needed someone to save them – just like us!  We 
played, sang, made things, learned things and 
got in a real mess with the ever-popular Messy 
Challenge.  It is really encouraging to see children 
come back year after year, growing in faith and 
finding fun in expressing it.  A special highlight 
this year was help on the team from Russell and 
7 of our own church teenagers, who “connected” 
with the children in their own way and made a 
wonderful contribution.  A special thanks to all 
who contributed in so many ways, by providing 
things we needed and by praying for us as well as 
by being “hands on” with the children – it really 
is a whole-church effort. Old, young and children 
are welcome to look forward to next year!!



Parish Grouping

Parish Grouping - The churches of Broom, 
Eaglesham, Maxwell Mearns Castle, Mearns 
Kirk and Newton Mearns are invited and 
encouraged to enter into a Parish Grouping 
under Glasgow’s Presbytery Plan. A Parish 
Grouping is a group of churches who agree 
to work together on matters of common 
interest, while retaining their own minister 
and independence. We already have some 
joint activities within the five churches, such 
as  Holy Week services. The Parish Grouping 
gives a formal agreement to encourage 
this joint working, providing opportunities 
for the congregations to get to know one 
another better and to share resources. The 
greatest advantage is a framework for 
collaborative work and witness over a larger 
area. 

A brochure, which has been prepared 
by a working party of ministers and 
representatives from our five congregations 
to explain what the Parish Grouping means 

for us, is being delivered to members. As Church of Scotland regulations require each 
of the participating congregations to vote for or against the Parish Grouping, a vote 
will take place after the morning service on 13th September 2009.

Westacres 

Glasgow Presbytery Plan states that, due to population imbalance, a new church 
should be planted in the Westacres area of Newton Mearns by the five churches in 
the proposed Parish Grouping. Resources for the plant are the responsibility of the 
congregations in the grouping, which means that no additional ministers will be 
provided. This initiative is currently being taken forward by Maxwell Mearns Castle 
Church. Seminars have been held and christians living in the Westacres area are being 
invited to become involved in discussion and fellowship. Anyone who is interested in 
contributing their talents or in finding out more should contact Alister Bull at Maxwell 
Mearns Castle Church (0141 639 7358). 

Creche
There is a creche in the Carswell Hall each Sunday during the 11am service. If you are 
interested in helping with creche or would like to find out more please contact Ann 
McCormick (01355 302437).
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Music and Choirs
The Church Choir begins rehearsing 
on Thursday 1st October at 7:30pm in 
the Upper Room of the Carswell Halls, 
when we will be working on introits and 
anthems for all the 11am Sunday services. 
The Choir is open to all, and anyone who is 
interested in taking part can come along to 
a rehearsal-or-two to see what its like. Or, 
if you would like to join us for Christmas 
only, we will be preparing for a service of 
Nine Lessons and Carols this year. Practices 
for this will begin on Thursday 5 November, 
when weekly rehearsals will be split into 
two: the second part being the Christmas 
music preparation from 8:00pm when you 
would be most welcome to join us.

Musical Mayhem Youth Choir restarted 
on Sunday 30th August at 12:30pm in the 
Upper Room. Any young person in Primary 
4 or above is very welcome to come along 
to Youth Choir. We are learning some 

keep in 
contact with 

what’s going on 
at

www.eagleshamparishchurch.co.uk

Check out the new website!

new songs which can be used at Sunday 
Services; and soon we will begin working 
on the songs from the Christmas Musical 
“It’s a Boy!” which will be performed at 
Second Sitting in December.

Peter Howard
Organist and Choirmaster
Peter Howard, Organist and Choirmaster
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Summer Weddings…

Russell Shields to Fiona McKinlay, 27 June at Newton Mearns Baptist Church  
(Rev Deans Buchanan)

Eilidh Stewart to John McCook, 10 July  
(Rev Tom Cant)



a Taste of local history

14

THE SOOR MILK CAIRT (CONTINUED…)

This folk song has retained its popularity since Tom Johnstone, a Glasgow barber, composed the ballad in 
1880. The song is set in Eaglesham, the driver is employed by Robert Munro of Polnoon Farm, Eaglesham. 
The Borland in verse three is Borland Farm between Eaglesham and Waterfoot. The song is usually sung to 
the tune of the Irish air ‘In the Garden Where the Praities Grow’.

Tom Johnstone knew Eaglesham well and spent his weekends there and would often obtain a lift back to 
Glasgow on a Monday morning with one of the soor milk carts which left for Glasgow at around 4.30am. 
The 1910 image featured below shows Will Todd of Polnoon Farm, the regular driver, on milk delivery 
duties. Also pictured are the housekeeper, cook and two waitresses at Rouken Glen Mansion House which 
had a tearoom at the time.

The soor milk cart was driven at a reasonable pace by one horse.  This gave the driver a good chance 
chatting up the servant lassies. The sweet milk cart, however, travelled at a spanking pace, pulled by two 
fiery young horses. The sweet milk needed to be in Glasgow early for sale to the hotels and the well-off, 
Soor milk was used for baking or sometimes as a drink. 

Bill Niven

THE SOOR MILK CAIRT 
Tom Johnstone (1880)

Oh, I am a country chappie, an Ah’m serving at Polnoon.
A wee bit fairm near Eaglesham, that fine auld-fashioned toon,
What in the mornin’ early, a little efter three
We tak the road richt merrily, ma auld black horse and me.

Chorus:
Wi  her cheeks red as roses an her e’en saw bonnie blue,
Glancin’ entrancing, they pierced me through and through.
She fairly won ma fancy an she stole awa’ ma hert.
Drivin’ intae Glesga in ma soor milk cairt.

The other monin’early, as the Borland I did pass
I happened tae foregaither wi a nice wee country lass.
Says I “Ma bonnie lassie, if ye’re gangin ower that airt
All drive ye intae Glesga in ma soor milk cairt.”

I raised her up beside me an we soon got on the crack
An wi a smile she told me that her name was Maggie Watt.
I telt the auld, auld story while the woods around us rang
Wi the whistlin’ o’ the mavis and the blackbird’s cheery sang.

I’ve heard a lords and ladies making love in shady bowers.
An how they woo’d and won among the roses an’ the flowers.
But I’ll ne’er forget the mornin’ wee Cupid threw his dart
And made me pop the question in the soor milk cairt.

Since the lassie has consented gin next term-time comes roon
I mean tae buy a harness plaid an a bonnie silken goon.
We’re settlin’ to get mairret just aboot next August Fair
When a’ oor auld acquaintances we hope tae see them there.

She’d never had a hurl in a carriage a’ her days
An’ so I did propose tae hae a coach and pair o’ greys.
Bun ‘Na, Na’ quo she. ‘The siller’s scarce, ye ken we canna spare’t
An’ I’d raither hae a hurl in yer soor milk cairt’.


